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Chairman`s Ramble
June Whyte
Sadly June, who was ill when the Spring Newsletter was being prepared,
passed away in May. (see page 3) June was trained to use pen and
paper as a book keeper and the nearest she got to modern technology
was a photocopier. That didn`t matter. She was penny perfect.
Help from the accountant.
Alan Brown, our new accountant has helped to fill the inevitable gaps in
our financial understanding after June died. He even came to our AGM
to explain why we were behind in sorting out the accounts. Thankfully
we have now caught up and are in control once more.
Welcome Tina.
Where do you find a new treasurer? We have been very fortunate that
Tina Whiteside was waiting in the wings and has worked with the accountants to sort out our difficulties. Tina has experience in banking and
is now bringing our systems into the 21st. Century. Phew!
Christmas in the café
Sunday Lunches are once again being served each week. I sampled one
with my family in September and can vouch for their quality and value.
Christmas Lunches which were once very busy have been gradually losing their popularity.
This year the café is offering Special Christmas Teas for only £9.50.
Bookings are coming in already.
See page 8 for more details.

Chairman`s Ramble (contd.)
Margaret Eglington.
After a long illness Margaret passed away in September (see page 13) She
arranged our music concerts and on page 9 there is a reminder of the quality
of musicians and the popularity of the line ups that she brought to Ropner
Park in 2018.
Website and Facebook
I keep our website up to date but I`m slightly miffed at the power of our Facebook page. Tina runs this and it amazes me (a semi-dinosaur) that a post
on Facebook can bring literally hundreds of responses within a day. The website receives a respectable average of 1,500 visitors a month.
Tees Valley Award
It came out of the blue but we learned in early October that we had been
shortlisted for one of the Tees Valley Achievement Awards. This was in
recognition for our work in the EID Fusion Festival. Vicki and Barbara
attended the ceremony in Middlesbrough and Barbara`s voice was full of
emotion when she rang me to say that we had won.
Volunteers
Our volunteers make this event possible and it is gratifying to see that this
hard work is recognised outside our own area.
Thanks a million to you all.
Concerts and events
The audience for our Sunday concerts has grown each year. The concert
season was very much appreciated and we only had to cancel one concert
because of the weather.
The events get bigger and better each year. But we have needed help to
stage the events. This has come from the Police Cadets , Durham Business
School students and youngsters from the Corner House Project who with
their youth and enthusiasm have made our organisers jobs much easier.
The Spring and Food Fair brought in stallholders from outside who were very
pleased to be a part of the event. Some returned for the EID Festival.
Brian Scrafton
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June Robertson Whyte
June Whyte who has been treasurer for Friends of Ropner Park since its
formation in 2002 passed away on Friday 11th. May. She was 84. June was a
feisty Scot with strong views and wasn`t slow to voice her opinion on
anything she liked, or more importantly, what she didn`t approve of.
She was always present at our events, serving hot drinks to the volunteers with a cheeky smile on her face.
She honed her book keeping skills at North Tees Hospital and often burned
the midnight oil to find that missing penny in the FoRP accounts.
In 2012, the year of her 80th birthday she won the Catalyst Award for the
"Volunteer of the year".
June`s passing leaves a big hole in our organisation. To say that she will be
sadly missed is a great understatement. She has contributed so much to our
charity that she is irreplaceable.
Her funeral service in St Peter`s Church was well attended but the best was
still to come. June`s sense of fun and humour was still present in her final
weeks.
Family members and some of the FoRP committee went to the
crematorium for the committal. At the end of this service we were shaken
out of our solemnity as the introduction to Abba`s “Dancing Queen” came
over the speakers and broke the tension. This was June`s reminder to us all.
She couldn`t keep her feet still when there was music within earshot.
The ABBA intro brought a smile to everyone`s face and a tear to many eyes.
After that masterstroke we will always associate that song and probably any
ABBA song with June and her passion for fun and dance.
R.I.P

June
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Bark in the Park Dog Show
There was plenty of barking in Ropner
Park on September 9th. The show`s main
organisers, Stan and Sheila Taylorson,
were pleased at the number of entrants.
The best dog in the show and the proud
owner are shown on the right.
Other finalists
are in the pic-

Charity Dog
A new event this year was
the charity dog walk led by
Sheila Taylorson..
There were 30 participants
and judging by the faces as
they completed their walk
they had enjoyed the stroll
around the park

Sponsors

Pat Hogg played an enormous part in the dog show.
She undertook the difficult task of judging all of the categories and also provided the rosettes and many of the prizes
Many thanks to Barclays Bank and Wags and Whiskers for
their help in making the dog show a success.
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FoRP Craft Group and Volunteers
The craft group still meets once a month and is very active in
making items to sell at our different events, both at the
monthly sessions and at home. They are the mainstay of our
volunteers. We can now draw on nearly thirty members to help
at fairs in different ways. We could not manage without them.
Financing Concerts
This year we have raised money to pay for the summer
programme of band concerts, now in their tenth year. These
concerts are enjoyed by local people and others from far and
wide.
Improving facilities
In Spring, the Café Manager approached the group to see if we
could help with a number of items needed in the café, so this
summer they were able to buy a Cool Display Cabinet which
was invaluable in the very hot summer months. The volunteers
also paid for new high chairs, a fridge and a waste bin.
Social fund raising events
The volunteers hold two social evenings a year, in Spring and in
Autumn. These events are an opportunity to meet other members and their friends in the very relaxed atmosphere of
Stockton Cricket Club. As well as people having a very
enjoyable evening with entertainment, food and drinks, these
occasions are a good way of raising money.
Please do come and support the work we do.
Vicki Nicholson
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The Ranger Reports
Every gardener knows that Autumn is a surprisingly busy time of year and
the same is true for the Council`s parks, gardens and nature reserves
across the borough. Depending on the weather the grass can continue to
be cut until late October and this overlaps with the removal of the summer bedding displays so you may well see a lot of activity around Ropner
Park as the days get shorter.
Once the summer plants are removed, the beds are soon restocked with
the spring flowering ones which themselves can take several weeks to
plant, Shrub bed maintenance follows the planting although that runs
through the winter when the park lies dormant for several months.

The brilliant summer bedding in Ropner Park
Other work that prepares the park for the winter is the emptying and servicing of the fountain and the lake aeration system going on to its winter
setting of just an hour per day. This keeps the system in good order and
prevents it seizing in cold weather as well as helping to break up the ice if
the winter proves to be particularly cold.
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The Ranger Reports (contd.)
Fortunately, Ropner Park didn’t lose any large trees to the recent windy
weather, although several trees were lost elsewhere across the Borough on Council property. Routine tree maintenance work continues
though and this includes some canopy thinning and pruning in Ropner
which will take place as work programmes allow.

CCTV Upgrade
The Council is also upgrading several of the CCTV cameras across the
Borough and this includes those in Ropner Park. The new cameras offer
the Security Team a much improved image and can be zoomed in much
further. Compared to some other sites, Ropner Park actually has very
little damage caused by antisocial behaviour and this is largely down to
a combination of the daily lock down of the site, the regular staff
presence of a Park Keeper and the cameras.

What a Wheeze Christmas Cracker
Anyone coming into Ropner Park on Sun. 23rd December might start
rubbing their eyes in disbelief or wondering whether they had had too
many G & Ts the night
before.
Santas, elves, clowns and many strange sights will be seen jogging
around the park.

Asthma Charity
It`s all in a good cause. The charity fun run in aid of Asthma UK attracts
many participants, most of whom wear some form of seasonal fancy
dress. Come and see for yourselves. It`s good fun.
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The Ropner Park café
Winter Opening Hours
Weekdays 10.30 – 2

Weekends 10 - 3

Sunday Lunches
Adults £5.95

Pensioners £4.95

Children £3.95

The Sunday lunches are very popular. Reservations required.

Hot Winter Specials

£4.99

Served Monday—Friday With free pie and custard.

Christmas Afternoon Teas

£9.50

November, December and January
Served between 12.00 and 2.00
Book at the café or ring 01642 633767

Afternoon Teas
Price £6.50 per person
Reservations required
Afternoon Teas in the Ropner Park café are a great way to
relax with your friends. Book Now.
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Ropner Park Band Concerts
The Friends of Ropner Park spend a large
amount of their income each year on
presenting band concerts each Sunday
afternoon in the summer.
Margaret Eglington has arranged our
programme for many years and has produced a wide and varied selection of
bands and music. Sadly Margaret passed
away in September (see page 13).
Billingham Silver band

Eagerly awaited leaflets
Each year we are asked for our information leaflets even before the programme has been finalised.
On a Sunday afternoon, many people
bring their own chairs and are waiting for
the conductor to raise his baton at 2
o`clock.
Great Variety
In 2018 we started with two quality big
bands, The Silverwood Band and the Billingham Silver Band.
Middlesbrough Jazz & Blues Band
Middlesbrough Jazz and Blues Band
gave a show which included many songs from
quite a long time ago and entertained with a
number of comedy items (the hat tells the
story).
Other performers
Included Jeremy McMurray`s pocket orchestra, the Salvation Army and the Cleveland
Police Band.
From the sublime to the ridiculous we
entertained the Ukulele Band who are
guaranteed to get your feet tapping and have
The Ukulele Band
perfected the art of audience participation.
Only one concert was cancelled because of bad weather. Let`s
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The Eid Fusion Festival
Once again, we
were fortunate
with the weather which gave
the event a
“Picnic in the
park”
atmosphere.
The Gazebos on the path
leading up to the fountain
were filled with a variety
of stalls.
We were pleased to
welcome back many of
the vendors who had
come to Ropner Park for
the first time for our
Spring and Food Fair.

Banners

Fairfield and Mill Lane Primary Schools and the
Corner House Youth Project produced banners for the festival. We
now have banners from the last two years. They are all being stored
and will be put on display again next year.
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EID Fusion Festival (Contd.)
There was a full
afternoon of
entertainment on the
bandstand. The
Ukulele Band gave a
lively start to the
afternoon.
Anjaani Band

They were followed by the well organised
drumming of Rhythm Train.

The Asian Anjaani Band brought the afternoon to a close.

Sponsors & Volunteers
The festival is a big event with many
jobs to be done. The police cadets
(right) were a tremendous help both
on the Saturday, preparing the
marquee and at the event itself.
Because this event is free,
it could not go ahead
without the support of
sponsors.
On the left we are shown
collecting a cheque for
£8,500 from the National
Lottery Fund.

Sponsors for the EID Fusion Festival were
the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland
The National lottery Fund
Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council
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Where it all began for me
Our Spring newsletter included an article by Barbara
Charles, one of the founder members of “The Friends”.
Barbara spent a lot of time in Ropner Park in her early days
as her family lived in the North Lodge.
To continue my story, I would like to tell
you about my Dad`s bowling success.
Growing up, my dad`s garden was
Ropner Park. It must have been great
having all that space to run around and
play. The nearest part of the park to the
house was the bowling green. My
grandfather had laid the second green
as bowling was becoming very popular.
Barbara Charles
Bowling interest
My dad Ernest Clarke had taken an interest
from an early age. In fact, he played in his
first match at the age of thirteen. This started a long and successful association with
the game. He played for Ropner Park, the
Rooks and later for Ashmore`s bowling
clubs.
Ernest Clarke
County success
He was also a member for the County Durham team for a
number of years, winning the county singles and doubles on
three occasions. He represented Durham County in the All
England Championships.
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Where it all began for me (contd.)
He is the only player in his
time to win every competition
in the Durham and Teesside
league. He became a very well
- known figure in the bowling
community. There is still a
picture of my dad in the
Ropner Park Bowing Pavilion
with the caption, “Simply the
best”, which makes me very
proud.
Barbara Charles

Ernest Collecting a trophy

Margaret Eglington M.B.E.
Margaret has been a key to the success of our concert
programme for many years. She had a vast knowledge and
friendship with many of the musicians in our area.
Fitting the various slots into the calendar wasn`t easy! Calls
went unanswered and promises to call back never materialised but she overcame the frustrations to bring it all together.
I used to see Margaret most Sundays as she sat under a tree
listening to the music, often critically. As her health
deteriorated her appearances became rarer and she died in
September. This year I have missed her company and witty
comments and once likened her to Miss Marple: She was
aware of everything that was going on. Thank you Margaret,
you will be hard to replace.
Brian Scrafton
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Notices
Ceilidh

Stockton Cricket Club - Friday November 16th.
7.30—11.00 Price £10 includes supper and lucky ticket draw.

Christmas fair

Sunday 9th December

11.00—1.00

What a Wheeze Christmas Cracker
Asthma UK. Sunday 23rd. December. Fun run 9.30

FoRP Charity Walk

Fun run in aid of
5k. Run 10.00

Sunday 10th March in aid of the

Neo-natal unit at North Tees NHS Hospital

Fund Raising Event
Trail Races

Friday 8th. Feb. at Stockton Cricket Club

Sunday 24th March 2018 2km for youths and 5k

iors as part of the winter series. Registration is in the café from 9am

Palm Sunday Stalls

Sunday 14th April 2019

Spring Fair and Food Festival

Sunday 5th May. TBC.

Craft group dates in 2018
Thursday October 4th
Friday November 2nd
Monday December 3rd
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FoRP Board Members

Chair

Brian
Scrafton

Vice Chair Barbara
Charles
Secretary Stan
Taylorson
Treasurer Tina
Whiteside
Trustee

Vicki
Nicholson

Trustee

Catherine
Mulloy

Trustee

Bob
Thomson
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Website
Facebook

www.forp.org.uk

Friends of Ropner Park

Awards
2011
RHS award for outstanding work in the community.
2012
Civic award from the Mayor of Stockton.
2012
Catalyst outstanding achievement award won by treasurer June Whyte,
2013
RHS award for outstanding work in the community.
2017
Catalyst voluntary group award.
2018
Won the Community Organisation Category in the Tees Valley
Achievement Awards for work in hosting the EID Fusion Festival.
Friends of Ropner Park Ltd.
Company No: 06247357 Registered Charity No: 1125093

Contact number: 01642 614459

