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Awards 
2011  
RHS award for Outstanding Work in the Community. 
 
2012  
Civic award from the Mayor of Stockton. 
 
2012  
Catalyst Outstanding Achievement Award won by treasurer June Whyte, 
 
2013  
RHS award for Outstanding Work in the Community. 
 
2017  
Catalyst voluntary group award. 
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Chairman`s Ramble 
 
The FoRP Board is usually very active during the winter 
months when things might be expected to be quiet. This year 
has proved to be even busier than usual. 
Unfortunately the cafe finances were hit when the new    
kitchen was fitted in June. The poor summer meant that we 
were not able to build up our normal reserves to see us 
through the winter when income is always low. 
 
Council Help 
Stockton Council could not have been more helpful in the    
autumn. We had a number of meetings and council staff with 
different areas of expertise brought many slight changes which 
could help us.. 
 
Accountants 
A major change has been the appointment of Alan Brown as 
our accountant. It was suggested that a small firm such as this 
would be able to give FoRP a more personal service. The 
change took place at the new year so it is still early days but 
the Board and café manager are satisfied that the relationship 
is developing satisfactorily. 
 

  Friends of  Ropner  Park 



Chairman`s Ramble (continued.)  
FoRP AGM 
The AGM will be held in the Ropner Park café at 6.30 on  
Wednesday 20th. June. Please come and meet other members. 
The business is relatively short, giving everyone time to enjoy a 
cup of tea and to  socialise. 
 
Café menu 
One change which has resulted from our winter deliberations 
concerns the café menus. It had been felt that the menus for a 
small café like ours were too complex and ambitious. As a result 
a new menu has been prepared. It came into operation at the 
beginning of April. 
 
Treasurer 
June Whyte, our treasurer was taken ill in March and spent a 
week in North Tees Hospital undergoing tests.  June is now home 
again and recovering from her illness. We wish her well. 
 
Dog Incidents 
Social media is an excellent way of passing information to a large 
number of people very quickly. 
Recently there have been a number of postings of incidents in 
Ropner Park regarding dogs off their leads causing problems. 
Stockton Council introduced a voluntary scheme for dog control  
in 2013 but it is widely ignored. 
My personal view is that dogs should be kept on a lead near to 
the play area, the cafe entrance and around the lake. 
What do you think?   

Thanks        as always to our members and volunteers.                                                                                              

Brian Scrafton 2 
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In recent years, some of the concerts have been sponsored by 
families or individuals. Even companies have contributed. 
We have been extremely grateful for this support which has      
allowed us to improve and extend our concert programme. 

Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net  
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New Membership Forms 

IMPORTANT !   
New data  protection regulations come into effect on 25th. 
May. FoRP must comply. We need to have members`            
permission in order to send you any communications. 
We have therefore altered our membership form and added 
an extra box for members to tick. 
Please make sure that you fill in the new form as you renew 
your membership. 

Ropner Park Cafe 

Sunday lunches   
Afternoon teas 

Children`s Parties 
Are all available at the Ropner Park Cafe  
as well as the  daily menu.                              
Call in at the café or ring  01642 633767 
Details on   the website  www.forp.org.uk 
                     and the Facebook page   

FoRP Craft Group  

The group meets regularly once a month in the Ropner Park 
Café from 9-30—11.30. The days vary so that all members 
can attend..       Dates for 2018  

Monday June     4th.           Tuesday    July 3rd. 
Wed.       Sept.   5th.           Thursday Oct. 4th. 
Friday      Nov    2nd.           Monday Dec. 3rd. 
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` 
After several meetings with Stockton Borough Councils officials 
over the last few months, Friends of Ropner Park are optimistic 
that we will be able to see the start of the Sculpture project in 
the next few weeks. 
 
The original aim of the project remains – to develop an              
installation in the Park, which is in keeping with the history and 
surroundings of Ropner Park, and which will reflect a figure 
based on children’s literature. 
The council are keen to ensure that any installation remains     
relevant to park users during the lifetime of the installation, and 
also has minimal maintenance costs. 
 
Artist and schools involvement 
The project will commence with commissioning an artist who will 
work with young people in local schools to identify a theme or 
figure from Children’s fiction, and to create an installation in 
Ropner Park. 
The likely location will be around the vicinity of the Lake, and the 
project will  either utilise a tree that has been identified as 
getting close to the end of its natural life, or alternatively using 
timber that the council already has stored. 
 
Future literary events 
It is hoped that the artwork, when in place, will form a backdrop 

to future literary events in the Park, and a 

venue for storytelling 

Sculpture Project 

Stan Taylorson 
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Thank you  to photographer Wayne Calvert for allowing us to 
reprint these wonderful images.  Follow Wayne on his Face-
book page.  https://www.facebook.com/WayneCalvertPhotography  
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Spring Fair 
And 

Food Festival 

This year FoRP`s event         
organisers have introduced a 
new element to our Spring 
Fair. 
As well as the normal     
attractions there will be      
approximately 15 food stalls. 
Let`s hope the weather is kind 
to us on this new  initiative. 

Palm Sunday 

Thank you to local business people who donated Easter Eggs to-
wards this fantastic  tombola. 
This small fund raising event 
was a great success and 
added £450 towards FoRP`s 
funds. 
Another successful event 
was the  “Rat Pack”     even-
ing at Stockton Cricket Club 
which raised £850. 
Well done everyone. 
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Organised by  

the Friends of Ropner Park 
And 

the Community Welfare Trust 



 

This is the story of how Ropner Park became part of my life. 

 
It all began way back in 
1906.    My eventually to 
become grandparents  
Joseph and Alice Clarke 
lived in North Lodge, 
Ropner Park. 
Joseph was a gardener/ 
park keeper while Alice 
ran a little tuck shop from 
the porch at North Lodge, 
selling sweets and drinks to 
park visitors. She was a very kind, caring lady. 
Alice didn't miss much that went on in the park. She had      
noticed a young woman coming into the park every day    
pushing a young baby in a pram. This went on for a few weeks 
so Alice decided to have a chat to the young woman and       
invited her in for a cuppa. This became a daily event.  

Regular meetings     
As they got to know each other the woman explained her 
plight:  she had given birth to a baby boy, Ernest, but             
unfortunately she was not married. She was finding life very 
hard as she couldn't work, and money was scarce as there was 
no welfare state in those days. As time went by they became 
friends enough for Alice to suggest that she would look after 
the baby for her during the week and the mother could have 
him on a weekend.  
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Where it all began for me 

North Lodge 

 

 The Ranger Reports (contd.) 

 

The bedding plants this year will reflect the 100 year anniver-
sary of the RAF and all of the beds have been planted in a 
red, white and blue scheme. The spring bedding is   typically 
lifted some time in May to make way for the summer bed-
ding.  

Early hand grass cutting usually starts in early April    although 
this is weather dependent and the cutting of the open areas 
tends to be two or three weeks    behind this. All of the shrub 
beds have been tended and mulched using wood chippings 
from the council’s in house tree team who work throughout 
the Borough 

The council has also arranged some maintenance and repairs 
to the Pavilion recently and this includes the lacquering of the 
floor and repairs to the flashing on the clock tower. Down at 
the lake, the aeration system is also set to be serviced ahead 
of the summer to keep the water in good condition and to 
combat any problems associated with algae which have been 
a problem in previous years. 

The council works hard to maintain Ropner Park to a high 
standard and the staff involved from all departments are 
proud of the results of their hard work and dedication. The 
staff love seeing visitors enjoying and appreciating the park 
and that it continues to be well used and treasured by        
everyone from the local area.    
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Dave Askey 



The Ranger Reports 
  

Despite the late snow this year Ropner Park is showing the 
turn of winter into Spring as everything comes back to life 
and the colour returns to the flowerbeds. The birds are busy 
nesting and early insects are taking advantage of nectar 
from the spring bulbs, although unfortunately it seems that 
there will be no cygnets on the lake this year due to the loss 
of one of the swans on the lake during 2017 due to old age. 
Last year’s cygnets from other ponds and lakes though are 
on the move and hopefully a pair of young birds will move in 
and take up residence.  

It is still a busy time of year though and the council’s ongo-
ing programme of inspections, maintenance and repairs 
continues. There was some frost damage to the tarmac    
surfacing during the very cold snap in late February,           
although once identified this is a relatively quick job for the 
Council’s Highways team.  

There is still some tree work to complete from the recent 
winter inspections and this will include the removal of the 
old leaning pine tree from the bottom of the bandstand 
steps, as well as the removal of dead wood from several 
trees throughout the park.  

A total of four memorial trees have been planted over the 
winter period, including a red oak, copper beech, birch and 
a English oak.  

  

  

The Ranger Reports (contd.) 

 

The bedding plants this year will reflect the 100 year anniver-
sary of the RAF and all of the beds have been planted in a 
red, white and blue scheme. The spring bedding is   typically 
lifted some time in May to make way for the summer bed-
ding.  

Early hand grass cutting usually starts in early April    although 
this is weather dependent and the cutting of the open areas 
tends to be two or three weeks    behind this. All of the shrub 
beds have been tended and mulched using wood chippings 
from the council’s in house tree team who work throughout 
the Borough 

The council has also arranged some maintenance and repairs 
to the Pavilion recently and this includes the lacquering of the 
floor and repairs to the flashing on the clock tower. Down at 
the lake, the aeration system is also set to be serviced ahead 
of the summer to keep the water in good condition and to 
combat any problems associated with algae which have been 
a problem in previous years. 

The council works hard to maintain Ropner Park to a high 
standard and the staff involved from all departments are 
proud of the results of their hard work and dedication. The 
staff love seeing visitors enjoying and appreciating the park 
and that it continues to be well used and treasured by        
everyone from the local area.    
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Adoption? 
This arrangement went well for a while, then the mother`s 
weekend visits started to dwindle with no explanation. 
Alice decided to put a proposition to the young woman, as she 
had become very fond of the baby. Would she consider letting 
her adopt him?  

The mother was a little reluctant at first but  when the baby 
was six months old she agreed to let him go.         
Alice was thrilled to become the adoptive mother of Ernest. 
She was mother to two grown up daughters who were both 
married, and to have a baby to look after was a welcome   
challenge. 
 
Ropner Park Connections 
That was how my Dad became Ernest Clarke of North Lodge 
Ropner Park. He had a very happy childhood with the park as 
his play area. He attended Oxbridge Lane school. 
In his late teens he met my Mam and they were married from 
North Lodge in 1927. 
 
Large Family 
They went on to produce 7 children, of 
which I am the youngest, born in 1945. 
My connection to the park is very close to 
my heart and I love being involved with 
the friends group. 
 
Barbara Charles.                 
 
(To be continued) 
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The New Boy  

For Many years my wife Betty and I lived in Richmond Road.     
Enjoying a walk through Ropner Park and meeting other park   
users was a daily pleasure. I was even a member of the early 
Friends of Ropner Park committee for a while. 
 
In 2015 we moved house but still kept our membership of FoRP 
and helped at events. After Brian Scrafton took over as Chairman 
I found I was the target of a lot of hints that I should re-join the 
committee; I succumbed to the pressure last summer, and at the 
AGM in June was elected to the Board of Trustees, as a new boy.  
 
My fellow members on the Board, at least one of whom has been 

on it since the first days of its formation, made me most wel-

come, and I was soon initiated into the busy programme of 

meetings, where at first I was quite bewildered by the references 

to people and organisations I had never heard of, and procedures 

the like of which I never knew to be part of FoRP’s activities. 

 
I was soon initiated into the busy programme of meetings, where 
at first I was quite bewildered by the references to people and 
organisations I had never heard of, and procedures the like of 
which I never knew to be part of FoRP’s activities. 
  There is no time for boredom. Our Chairman, Brian, who de-
votes an enormous amount of time to the task, makes sure that 
we all have a part to play, whether or not one has a designated 
position. We all “muck in”, especially at events, when we become 
the nucleus of the volunteer force. 
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I soon realised also that joining the Board is not all “beer and 
skittles”. It is enjoyable and absorbing, but there are serious 
responsibilities to be addressed. We take money in the form of 
membership fees; we take money at events, in raffles,         
tombolas, etc.; we spend money on salaries for the staff of the 

café; we buy food, ice cream, fridges and    ov-
ens for the Café; we employ accountants and 
bankers to assist us in these activities. 
 
Employment legislation is extensive, complex 
and ever changing, and it behoves us as a char-
ity, and as employers, to keep up to date with 
these regulations, and to maintain a body of 
documentation which reflects our              obli-
gations in this respect. All this is dealt with in 

our Board meetings which are held monthly in the evening, at 
Brian’s house.  
At first, I found I could barely keep up with the discussion at 
Board Meetings; there is an informality which I had never     
encountered in my past working days. However, a lot of work is 
covered, many decisions are taken and acted upon, and mem-
bers are openly accountable for their actions. 
 
Reader, you may wonder, am I trying to tell you that I have 
plunged into something I am now regretting, not enjoying? Far 
from it. I have renewed my acquaintance with Ropner Park, in 
all its beauty; I have the pleasure of working with a great team 
of enthusiasts; and as my “new boy” status diminishes, I feel 
that at last I can put something back into the Park. 
 
BT,    March 2018. 
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Bob Thomson 


