Friends of Ropner Park

Website
www.forp.org.uk
Visit our website for up-to-date information on events and activities in
Ropner Park.

Facebook
The Friends of Ropner Park Facebook page has proved invaluable in
sending out instant information to park users.
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If you think you have a bit
of time, a lot of enthusiasm
and would like to have a
say in how FoRP is run, why
not think about becoming a
trustee. More hands
make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your
community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a Board member for
more information.
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Chairman`s Ramble
Spring is a wonderful time to take a ramble around Ropner Park. Spring
flowers are blooming in every corner and the fresh leaves are showing
on the trees.
We admire the flower beds and head down to the lake to view the
swans and ducks but perhaps the gardeners deserve praise for their
treatment of the shrubberies.
Trimmed, tidied and dressed with wood chippings they are an attraction
in their own right.

Increase in Subscriptions.
FoRP have kept the members subs at the same level for many years but
at last year`s AGM it was decided that a rise was necessary. The members voted to raise the subs to £10. This came into force on April 1st. Although our balances are healthy we are facing increased spending. The
café kitchen needs to be brought up to commercial standards. (See page
6). We would also like to provide seats for parents inside the play area
to keep an eye on their children now that the gates are being removed.
That may have to wait..
FoRP AGM
The AGM will be held in the Ropner Park café at 6.30 on Wednesday
14th. June. Please come and meet other members. The business is
relatively short, giving everyone time to enjoy a cup of tea and to
socialise.

Forp Events 2017

Chairman`s Ramble (continued.)

Sunday 23rd April: 12.30 3.00pm.
Eid Fusion Festival and
Sunday 2nd July: 12noon –
Family Picnic
5.00pm.
Food, Stalls, Entertainment,
Music and Games
Bark in the Park (Dog Show) Sunday 10th. Sept. 11.00—1.00
Spring Fair – 1950’s theme

Concerts.
The summer concerts are a great success. This is true not only for the
spectators but also for the musicians. They love to come to Ropner Park.
Margaret Eglington who organises the programme has more requests to
play than we have Sundays available. To try to meet both demands the
FoRP board has agreed to fund three extra concerts this year so that the
concert season begins at the end of May and runs on into September.
(see page 12).

Stockton Council.
We have featured Tony and the gardeners in our previous newsletters
but we also receive great help from the maintenance staff. They always
respond quickly (as when the café floor nearly collapsed). Thanks to
Colin Simcox and his team. Your efforts are appreciated.
(Café improvements feature on page 6.)

Christmas Fair

Sunday 10th December:
11.00am. - 1.00pm.

Ceilidh at Stockton
Cricket Club

Friday 17th. November
7.30 – 10.30pm

Ropner Park Cafe
Sunday lunches
Wednesday meals
Parmos on Fridays

New gazebos
Hiring gazebos for our events has now become very expensive. We
bought two gazebos a few years ago but they very quickly deteriorated
and are now literally held together with screws and string. We have
bought two new, better quality ones, which will save us money in the
long run. However we need strong hands to erect them. Any
volunteers? We are getting help at our events this year from the men at
Kirklevington open prison. We will see how this works out.

The café is also serving Afternoon Teas.
Thanks

It is also catering for

As always we could not survive without our members. I was writing an
article recently and it came to mind that many of the faces that I was
introduced to when I became chairman are still supporting us and doing
an amazing amount of work. I would like to thank you for your loyalty in
anticipation that FoRP will continue to thrive with your help.

Children`s Parties

Bookings are required on 01642 633767
Contact the café or ring 01642 633767
Details on

www.forp.org.uk and the FoRP facebook page

Brian Scrafton
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Concerts

Charity Walk

2.00 - 4.00 on Sunday afternoons

The 2017 FoRP charity walk was held in Ropner
Park on a bright sunny Sunday 5th.March.
The chosen charity this year was the local
branch of the Salvation Army who made the day
even more memorable by bringing along their
band.
More than £250 was raised and the walkers
were treated to soup and a roll as they finished.
Thanks go to Fox`s who supplied the vegetables,
Warburtons who
donated the rolls and the
café staff who made the soup.

The concerts will be held on the following dates:
May 28th.
June 4th.
June 11th.
June 18th.
June 25th.
July 2nd.
July 9th.
July 16th.
July 23rd.
July 30th.
Aug. 6th.
Aug. 13th.
Aug 20th.
Aug 27th.
Sept. 3rd.
Sept. 10th.

Willow Creek
The Silverwood Band
South Bank Brass Band
Billingham Silver Band
The Ukelele Band
Eid Fusion Festival
Tees Valley Band
North Skelton Brass Band
Jeremy McMurray and Friends
Tricia Mclean and Friends
To be finalised
Sharp Practice
Endeavour Ceilidh Band
Middlesbrough Jazz and Blues Band
Phil Donegan and Friends
The Salvation Army Band

Parmo Friday
Don`t forget it`s Parmo Friday at the Ropner
Park café. Come and enjoy this Teesside delicacy. Eat your parmo in the café or get it already
prepared to pop in the oven at home. A great
start to the weekend.

The Ropner Park bandstand concerts are organised and paid
for by the Friends of Ropner Park.
In recent years, some of the concerts have been sponsored
by families or individuals, perhaps celebrating a particular
event.
We have been extremely grateful for this help which has
allowed us to improve and extend our concert programme.
Anyone wishing to sponsor a concert can contact us by email
forpchairman@talktalk.net
or by phone on 01642 614459.

Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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The Ranger Reports (contd.)

Co-Op Sponsorship
A year ago Hartburn Co-op store approached FoRP to make us
aware of the potential benefits of applying for community funding
for specific projects in the tax year 2016/2017. We applied for
and were successful along with two other local charities.
Every time we shop at the Co-op and have a loyalty card, 1% of
whatever we spend on their own selected and branded products
and services, goes to the Co-op Local Community Fund.
This money, along with money raised from their carrier bag sales,
is used to support local projects which will benefit the community
close to where we live.
Our aim is to create several sculptures to be positioned round the
lake. These will depict the wildlife above the lake, on the ground
and below the ground including in the lake. It is hoped the
sculptures can be created from wood taken from trees felled in
the park. The quality of the wood to be used will be crucial to the
longevity of each carving.
We hope to involve schools, local community groups, families and
interested individuals.
This will undoubtedly be an ongoing project because each item
will be expensive. We are extremely grateful to the Co-op for this
wonderful opportunity to put something into Ropner Park for
future generations to enjoy.

Around the pavilion various other works have taken place including the replacement of a couple of shutters at the back of
the cafe, some painting on the play area fencing and some minor maintenance of the play
equipment itself.
The fountain is scheduled to be serviced and operating again
ahead of the main summer season and the other features of
the park such as the bandstand, sculptures and gates again will
be inspected and maintained as required.
As in previous years, various events run by groups or individuals are already scheduled in not only Ropner Park, but other
parks throughout the Borough and this is a fairly straightforward process through the Council.
There are various activities from sporting challenges to family
friendly events taking place all year and the Council are more
than happy to work with anyone who wants to run an event –
especially if it is raising money for good causes.
All applications are considered on a case by case basis and
even if you just have the idea it may be worth contacting the
Council just to see if it is possible.

Dave Askey

Vicki Nicholson
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EID Fusion Festival

The Ranger Reports

& Family picnic
The ground is warming up and colour is returning to the park
in the form of both formal bedding along the main drive and
the various flowering bulbs. This is the result of work that has
taken place over the winter months and from previous years.
Other work over the recent months has been the annual
pruning and mulching of the shrubs and the planting of
various trees. Fortunately, we are moving into spring without
the loss of any significant trees from the park through the
winter, although the routine inspections continue as required.

Ropner Park
Sunday 2nd July from 12noon – 5.00pm.
Live Asian Band
Lively music from the Penny Orchestra
Entertainment
Disco

The start of the grass cutting season varies from year to year
and for areas such as Ropner Park it comes in slowly - as the
grass gets going while the ground is still wet and you may see
the edges tidied up before the big lawns are cut by the larger
machines.

Childrens Activites

Punch and Judy Magician Coconut Shy
Face Painting Donkey Rides Family Games

Attractions

Funfairs Bouncy Castles Assault Course
Climbing Wall Bicycles for all the family to try
Unicycles Circus Skills and Juggling

Winter is also the time of year to clear some of the natural
debris out of the lake, which has been done and soon the
aeration system will be serviced and set to run for several
hours per day from late April, rather than just one hour in the
winter to keep the pumps running smoothly. The swans look
set to nest again and raise another brood and owners with
dogs are again asked to be mindful of the cygnets from last
year who are reluctant to leave and may be encountered
some distance from the lake itself.

Crafts Marquee – Craft stalls
Treatments

Henna Tattoos

Face Painting Beauty
Tombola Raffles

Food Marquee - English and Asian Food and drinks

Organised by the Friends of Ropner Park
and
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The Community Welfare Trust
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Café improvements

Welcome visitors

Shutters
For some strange reason when the new “pavilion” was built
the shutters in the front were metal but those at the back
were made of wood.
This proved to be a weakness and the café was broken into
earlier this year. Fortunately the thieves escaped with very
little.
Stockton Council has now fitted metal shutters to the two back
windows, making the building much safer.

We are very pleased when other groups find it worth
their while to hold an event or present a stall in
Ropner Park. In January the RSPB came with this stall,
encouraging people to participate in their garden bird
count.
Later that month two artists organised by “The Arc”
visited schools and told the children about the exploits
of Yuri
Gagarin in space.
He started a tradition
where a tree was planted at the site of each
space mission. Here, the
children in their space
suits are planting their
tree, a flowering cherry,
in Ropner Park.

Kitchen.
When the pavilion was built it was not anticipated that the
café would become the thriving community hub that it is
today.
The kitchen was fitted with straightforward household units.
The café staff work wonders in this environment but the units
are now at the end of their life.
FoRP is in talks with the council for commercial units to be
fitted in the near future. This will cause some disruption but
this upgrade is well overdue.

Fund Raising Event
FoRP held a very successful music and quiz night at Stockton
Cricket Club on Friday 17th March. £360 was raised to help
fund our activities. 91 tickets were sold and everyone had a
great time.
Thanks to Vicki, Barbara and Cath for organising the evening.
June was, as usual, counting the money.
The Jailhouse Jets provided excellent live music. We are
looking forward to seeing them perform at our Spring Fair .

A few years ago The Tees Valley Titans wheelchair basketball team came to Ropner Park. They gave demonstrations in the tennis courts and brought stalls to raise
money for their organisation. They also encouraged
people to attempt to play basketball in wheelchairs. It
wasn`t easy. We are delighted to hear that they are arranging to come back this year on August 18th.
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Letters

Rapid changes in Springtime
Each week in March there are different
flowers to be seen. As this newsletter goes
to press, the spring bulbs have almost finished flowering.
They are being followed by huge swathes of
daffodils which can be seen in many parts of
the park.
Although it has only been in the ground for
a couple of months, the flowering cherry
planted by the children in their space suits
(opposite page) is already flowering.
The main flower beds are coming out of hibernation but have not yet reached their
peak.
We will have a few more weeks to enjoy
them before the gardeners set to work to
replace them with the summer bedding.
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When our sponsor Sir Henry Ropner pictured visited
Ropner Park he brought with him a picture frame
which contained two letters. The first one was sent
from his great great grandfather
Major Robert
Ropner to Stockton`s mayor offering to pay for the
land on which Ropner Park stands. He writes that a
park is desirable if not absolutely necessary.
The mayor, in his reply sounds absolutely gobsmacked
( if you will excuse a 21st Century expression), “I feel I
cannot find words to sufficiently express my admiration and gratitude on behalf of the inhabitants of
Stockton and neighbourhood for this bounteous
offer.”….
“I may say that I am writing to you without consulting
any one and as there is a council meeting tonight I
shall have the honour of communicating to the corporation this unexpected and gratifying intelligence. Believe me dear Major Ropner Yours very sincerely TW
Nelson”.
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Then

And Now

The layout of the park is more or less the same as we see it
today. At the bottom of the picture is the semi-circular flowerbed
framing the fountain. From this point a path leads towards the
top left corner where the bandstand is situated in the same
position as the present bandstand but much smaller.
Turn right at the bandstand and this is where the changes occur.
The large circular area contained the old tennis courts. At the top
of the tennis court is a white building which housed a shelter and
a café.
On the right hand side of the tennis courts is a smaller building
in front of the Richmond Road entrance. In this building were
the changing rooms.
Towards the lake all of the paths are in the same position as they
are today but the striking difference is the open fields.
Hartburn Avenue and the adjoining estates did not exist when
this photograph was taken

The old tennis courts have gone and although this area looks
completely different in today`s photo, in fact many of the
original features remain. On the right, the arc of the circle with
the path behind it can be seen in front of Richmond Road.
The present café and changing rooms are on the same site as
the old café and shelter which makes sense because the utility
services would already be in place when Ropner Park was
upgraded.
New tennis courts can be seen, but the biggest change is the
provision of the adventure playground and the tarmacked
rectangle between the café and these two features.
The lake remains exactly the same except that the trees have
grown considerably and hidden some of the surrounding
gardens.
Hundreds of new houses at the top of the photo show how
this part of Stockton has grown dramatically, though to the
south, the terraced houses are externally unchanged.
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