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Chairman`s Ramble
The Friends of Ropner Park have enjoyed a very busy and successful
summer, our events and concerts being very well attended while the
café, after the alterations is now back to normal.
Awards
We were entered for the Catalyst volunteer group award and were
delighted to be short listed and invited to the awards ceremony at
Wynyard Hall.
We were even more delighted when we were called forward as the winners.
It is nice that our efforts as volunteers are appreciated.
Shortly afterwards, Catalyst asked us if we would like to be entered for
the North East Awards. Could we say no?
It became even more exciting. Stockton Council nominated us for the
Queens Award. We will be amazed if we win but the recognition of our
efforts is reward in itself.
Fountain Restoration
The Ropner Park fountain was covered by a framework of scaffolding
and plastic for a large part of the summer. It is now up and running
again.
The fountain is floodlit at certain times and looks even more attractive
in the dark.

Chairman`s Ramble (contd.)
Concerts and events
The Spring Fair, Eid Fusion Festival and Bark in the Park Dog Show have been
held this year. The Christmas Fair will take place in December.
We have been fortunate that the rain has stayed away when it mattered.
FoRP pays for all of the concerts but we are grateful to Warburtons who
sponsored the first two concerts and to members of the audience who often
contribute.
Margaret Eglington deserves great credit for organising such an interesting
and varied programme.
Café kitchen
The café kitchen has needed an upgrade for a long time but it was
unfortunate that the work began in June just as the café began to get busy.
The café staff were absolutely amazing, moving everything out of the back
rooms and somehow managing to provide a reasonable service in half a café
without the use of a kitchen. Thankfully normality has now been restored.
Vandalism
Sadly, there have recently been a few outbreaks of vandalism in Ropner
Park. Perhaps the culprits do not realise that the CCTV cameras have very
good resolution and that the vandals can be identified. At least one has been
named to the police.
Website and Facebook
Tina Whiteside keeps our Facebook page up to date and receives many
replies to the information circulated.
Andrew Quince has given a new look to our website and left it to me to keep
in order.
Volunteers
A Stockton Council officer visited us to gain information for the Queens
Award application. One of the questions was “What is the average age of the
volunteers? Hmm. After a pregnant pause someone volunteered “About
seventy”. And we are still going strong. Thanks everyone.
Brian Scrafton
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Sophie Stocking in her new home
I was full of apprehension about moving the boys away from the place they
were born, their friends, school, family and familiar places. For me too…as I
had become heavily involved in the Stockton Community through the
Sunrise Children’s Centre, Little Munchkins (the playgroup I jointly set up)
and of course with FORP events.
But the transition has been remarkably smooth! The boys have taken everything in their stride and the area is blessed with many country houses,
nature reserves and beautiful countryside… I too have already booked
several events to sell my usual Christmas crafts and am hoping to become
an active part of the school’s PTA. I am being kept very busy project
managing the redevelopment of the cottage we now own.
The boys are enjoying collecting
Autumn treasures – we have been
conkering, blackberrying, and have found walnuts and acorns galore. There
are horses to muck out and pigs to feed. The boys are certainly thriving on
the country life!
We may have swapped the well manicured lawns and beautifully kept
flowerbeds of the park, for rambling hedgerows and newly ploughed fields
but the boys still ask to go to ‘Our Park’ which is of course Ropner Park. It
was their first port of call on our recent return ‘up North’.
We miss our old haunts and good friends terribly, and we will be forever
appreciative of the fantastic community spirit that Stockton boasts,
something I am anxious to seek out in our new surroundings.
Sophie Stocking
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Ropner Park Sculpture Trail
Friends of Ropner Park have been having some exciting
discussions with Stockton Borough Council about the
possibilities of creating a Sculpture Trail within Ropner Park.
The purpose of the Sculpture Trail is about providing a
stimulating, entertaining and interesting trail within the park.
Our preliminary ideas are to base a trail on links with Children`s Literature, that will promote and encourage young people to pick up books, and we will be looking to make links with
schools in the area.
One idea is to install a storyteller`s chair in a suitable point in
the park.
Stockton Borough Council are keen to promote people using
the park and are interested in new ideas about engaging with
the community, and link in with other local initiatives and
businesses.
Any such development doesn’t have to be a permanent
feature in Ropner Park. It may be a time limited project, and it
may be possible to link in with other parks and open spaces
across the Borough.
Stan Taylorson
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And Now
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The Ranger Reports
Once again summer comes to an end, although preparations are already
under way for the onset of winter and the arrival of spring next year.
The Grounds Maintenance team will be lifting the summer bedding in
mid-October and the spring bedding will be put in sometime in late October. The fall of leaves has also been scheduled to be picked up where
required in October / November and the removal of any green waste
such as this is taken to the green waste recycling facility.
The last grass cut is scheduled for end of October, after which the team
will commence shrub pruning when the spring bedding has been planted. The annual tree survey has been undertaken while the trees were
still in leaf and as with most years, some tree maintenance, where necessary, will be required. These works will take place in the coming autumn / winter period.
There are a couple of memorial trees due to be planted during the winter of 2017 / 2018, but no
replacement of avenue trees is scheduled.
Elsewhere in the park, the timing of work is less tied to the changing
seasons. The play area is inspected regularly throughout the year and
repairs and maintenance are scheduled into the work programme as
required.
Notable works in the maintenance programme include the replacement
of the netting around the tennis courts where it has deteriorated beyond
the point of repair and some of the railings on Hartburn Avenue where
they had rusted have also been replaced.
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The Ranger Reports (contd.)
Water features in the park such as the lake and fountain have also had
some recent maintenance works. The fountain has recently been
painted and re-lined as well as a new lighting and filtration system installed. The lake aeration system compressors have also recently been
serviced at an engineering workshop in Middlesbrough, although the
system itself in the lake is serviced every year in the spring.
The fountain will be prepared for the winter when work programmes
allow before the onset of winter and the lake aeration system has been
turned down to one hour per day to keep the pumps in good running
order.
As ever, the park is a popular venue and it is still used for a variety of
events and activities. Anyone wishing to use the site for an event are
more than welcome to contact the Council to discuss their proposal just ask at the café for details or any Council member of staff on site.
David Askey
Stockton Borough Council

Thank you to our Sponsors
The following businesses kindly sponsored the recent Bark in the Park
dog show.
Wags and Whiskers - 6 Finkle Street. Tel: 01642 329365
Taylors Bistro Café – 81, Oxbridge Lane. Tel: 07901702343
Hatties Special Headwear – 45, Oxbridge Lane. 01642355352
Motortech – 5, Mary Street, Oxbridge. 01642618420
Thank you very much to The Shaw Trust for providing a wonderful
wooden, garden ‘dog’ as a raffle prize. The recipient was delighted
with it.
Thanks also to Barclays Bank who match funded the tombola.
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The Ropner Park café
Winter Opening Hours
Weekdays 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Weekends 10.30 a.m.-3.p.m.

Sunday Lunches
Adults £5.95

Pensioners £4.95

Children £3.95

The Sunday lunches are very popular. Reservations required.

Special Lunches
Will be served on weekdays

Afternoon Teas
Price £6.50 per person
Reservations required

Christmas Lunches

The Ropner
Park Cafe will be serving Christmas Lunches on Afternoon Tea
Wednesdays and Fridays in December. These have been well attended
over the years with groups large and small. The menu and booking form
can be downloaded from the FoRP website.
Price for 3 courses £17.99
2 courses £13.99 Children £8.99
For Reservations……….. Book at the café or ring 01642 633767
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Bark in The Park
In September FoRP hosted our second Bark in the Park, Ropner
Park`s own Dog Show, that celebrates all things Doggie.
This year we extended the number of categories in the Dog
Competitions, and had over 200 entries.
Our sponsors, Wags and Whiskers, once again provided
fantastic prizes for all the winners of the main categories.
Pat Hogg, who has provided the Punch and Judy Show at
numerous FoRP events, was our Chief Judge this year, and
donated all the rosettes for the winners and runners up, as well
as providing a taster Dog Agility Course for anyone who
wanted to have a go.
After Cindy, the Saluki, won the Best Senior, it turned out that
Cindy`s owner, Bob Mortimer, has only recently rescued her,
after she was dumped by a previous owner, who had kept her
in a shed for 10 years. Everyone who has met Cindy has
commented on what a lovely, calm and good natured dog she
is.
Bob had just celebrated his 83rd birthday, so it turned out to be
a double celebration in the Mortimer household.
Stan Taylorson
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The Eid Fusion Festival
Doesn`t time fly! In 2017 FoRP and CWT
held our 4th. Eid Fusion Festival and once
again it was a great success.
The Mayor of Stockton
Cllr. Maurice Perry
toured the whole
event and spoke to
many of the contributors. Here he is talking
to volunteers at the
FoRP information Stand.
Traditionally the first event is a
giant pass the parcel. This
brought people out of their
shells and was enjoyed by
both parents and children.

Energetic youngsters tried their luck
on the climbing wall. Other outdoor
attractions were the roundabouts,
bouncy castles and assault course. This
year the weather encouraged plenty of
open air activity.
Page 10

The Eid Fusion Festival (contd.)
The children`s entertainers were extremely popular,
Crazy Colin is seen here encouraging the audience to join in the fun
with his own brand of humour.
The Mayor and the Qawwali band shared a joke together with Charlie
Rashid, chairman of CWT.
When the band started playing they attracted a huge audience.
They enjoyed themselves so much that they continued to play long
after the fair should have ended.

Hartburn and Bowesfield Primary Schools produced
excellent banners which were on display in the main Marquee. Their efforts were so
good and well appreciated that they have been stored ready for display
in 2018.
Which brings us to next year. Planning will soon be under way for the
5th. Eid Fusion Festival.
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Eid Mandala
Our event organisers introduced a new feature at the Eid
in the way of an artwork created by the people.

festival

They were guided by artist Adrian Moule and produced an
inspirational and informative picture on a piece of cloth covered with
pulses of different colours.
As is the case with all Mandalas, when they are complete, they are set
in the memories of those who created them and then the cloth is
folded and the image is gone,
In this case we were there with our camera to preserve the work.
Mandala is a Sanscrit word that means circle.
Adrian explains how the EID Mandala was built up
“Each Mandala starts with a unique central area, in this case I used
the River Tees as the catalyst and selected icons of what might
be found on the river bank, towns, churches, Mosques, factories and
homes. Then the young people have enough space to bring their
ideas to the artwork. In this case they had helping hands, flowers and
angels, they brought to it more than the images they made.”

Some of the
helpers
were
very nervous at
first but their
confidence grew
as they could
appreciate the
fact that they
were
creating
something
special
Adrian Moule in the light shirt directs helpers
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The Quiet Drummer
He can often be seen in the background when the smaller
groups are performing on the Ropner Park Bandstand. He
doesn`t get a mention but he is always there.
So who is this quiet drummer?
His name is Keith Clark and he lives in Elm Tree.
He learned to play his “Irish Bodrun Drum” at an Easter meet
of the Caravanning and Camping Club..
He comes to every FoRP concert, usually enjoying his lunch in
the Ropner Park café.
Keith is also a keen photographer and often spots unusual
birds on the lake.
We have featured his photos on our web site. He also helps us
by handing out leaflets and collecting chairs at the end of the
concerts.
Thanks for your help Keith! See you at the next event.
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Notices
Ceilidh

Stockton Cricket Club on Friday November 17th.
7.30—11.00 Price £8

Christmas fair

Sunday 11th. December

What a Wheeze 5k fun run
Charity Walk

Sunday 24th. December

Sunday 4th. March 2018

Palm Sunday Stalls
Trail Races

11.00—1.00

Sunday 25th. March 2018

Sunday 25th, March 2018

2km for youths and 5k

seniors as part of the winter series. Registration is in the café from 9am .

Sunday Lunches in the café
Lunches over the winter months.
The
staff
will
also
serve

Christmas Lunches

The cafe is serving Sunday

Book on 01642 633767
“specials”
on
weekdays

The café staff are taking bookings for

Wednesdays and Fridays in December. Menus and booking forms are
available from the café or on the website.
Three course £17.95

Two Course £13.95

Afternoon Teas

For groups £6.50 p/p.
Book in advance on 01642 633767

FoRP Craft Group
Craft group meetings in the Ropner Park café in 2017.
Monday 4th, November Tuesday 5th. December
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FoRP Board Members

Chair

Brian
Scrafton

Vice Chair Barbara
Charles
Secretary Stan
Taylorson
Treasurer June Robertson
Whyte
Trustee

Vicki
Nicholson

Trustee

Catherine
Mulloy

Trustee

Bob
Thomson
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Website
Facebook

www.forp.org.uk

Friends of Ropner Park

Awards
2011
RHS award for outstanding work in the community.
2012
Civic award from the mayor of Stockton.
2012
Catalyst outstanding achievement award won by treasurer June Whyte,
2013
RHS award for outstanding work in the community.
2017
Catalyst voluntary group award.
FoRP has been entered for the North East Awards by Catalyst 2017
Stockton Council has entered FoRP for the Queens Award 2017
Friends of Ropner Park Ltd.
Company No: 06247357 Registered Charity No: 1125093

Contact number: 01642 614459

