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Chairman`s Ramble
Sir Henry Ropner
Our Spring Newsletter brought news of the sad death of our patron
Sir John Ropner. His great grandfather gifted to the people of Stockton
the land that we now know as Ropner Park. Following Sir John`s death,
his son Henry has kindly agreed to take over as our patron.
We were pleased to welcome him to Ropner Park in September. (see p.6)
FoRP is thriving
My fears that FoRP would be struggling financially this year have proved
groundless. Our events have been
favoured with good weather and
as a result we have been able to
come away with a profit.
In fact most of us agree that we
have never seen so many people
in Ropner Park as we did for our
Spring Fair.
Crowds at FoRP Spring Fair

More Concerts
Thanks to the generosity of our concert goers we have been able to put on two extra
concerts. Once again Margaret
Eglington
has been able to bring a wide variety of
music to the bandstand. As well as the
The Salvation Army
traditional brass bands, we have enjoyed music
from a Northumbrian pipe band, a ukulele band and even a modern Jazz
combo.

Subscriptions increased to £10
The FoRP board met before the AGM in June. Because our overheads
are growing each year we discussed ways to raise more money. We
had no wish to offend our members but we decided to recommend to
the AGM an increase in the subs from £7 to £8. Since the subs had
remained the same for many years we felt that this was justified.
The members at the AGM agreed but took it a stage further. After a
discussion, a motion was put forward that the subs should be increased to £10 p.a. This was carried .
The increase will take effect from !st. April 2017.
Catalyst
In our Spring Newsletter we asked for help in designing our emails and posters. Help arrived from
the community group Catalyst based in Yarm Road.
They managed to obtain funds to get professional help in the design
and presentation fields.
We hope that you `ve noticed the difference in our email presentation.
Art student Becky who has worked in the café during her holidays has
also helped by designing the Autumn Fair poster.
Thanks
We are very fortunate to have such dedicated staff
working in Ropner Park. Tony Crossen continues to
do far more than his job description while the gardeners, featured on p12, build amazing floral masterpieces.
Let`s not forget the café staff. They cope with a cramped kitchen but
still manage to maintain a very high standard.
Finally our thanks go to our volunteers, who make our events, concerts
and other activities possible. FoRP couldn`t exist without them.
Brian Scrafton
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Ropner Park Maintenance
It is now eleven years since Ropner Park was transformed thanks to a
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Time is now taking its toll and some of the features are needing a touch
of TLC.
The bandstand has been repainted this year and the improvement is
plain to see.
However, other features are
now coming under scrutiny.
The fountain, in one of the
most prominent positions in
Ropner Park, badly needs
attention.
Work has already taken place
to service the pump and to
clear out the debris from the
pipes. The base of the fountain is to be skimmed to
ensure that there will be no
leakage when the fountain is
switched on again .
The council are looking to
find
funding
for
the
repainting.
The Ropner Park Fountain in 2013

Ropner Blue
The paint colour, Ropner Shipment Company Blue was chosen by the
Heritage Lottery funding and seems very appropriate. Features were
picked out in Gold.
Playground Fence
The metal fence around the playground is another feature requiring
attention. The council is arranging for the fence to be repainted.
Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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Playground gates
The springs self closing mechanism has broken in one of the gates and
the one in the other gate is getting weaker. The FoRP committee and
members of the public expressed their concern that the playground was
now open to children to wander out and dogs to wander in. We met with
council officials to discuss the situation.
We were told that the gates are expensive to replace and the gate that
is currently broken was replaced by the Council as recently as 2013. For
safety reasons the springs are hidden underground and they too are expensive to
replace.
Injuries
Some other councils have taken the decision
not to replace damaged gates and are
removing them as there have been reports
of injuries with self closing gates.
Stockton council has taken the same decision. The gate with the broken
spring has now been removed .
New benches
Craft Group members had discussed this
situation and suggested that a number of
benches could be placed inside the play
area to allow parents to keep a close eye
on their children. FoRP is prepared to pay
for these.
Play area Surface
Yet another area which is showing signs of wear and tear. The council
inspects the play area twice weekly and continues to patch up the broken areas but how long can that last?
Watch this space!
If any dogs are causing a nuisance in any part of the park (boisterous,
jumping up, disturbing other users of the park etc.) then this should be
reported to the Councils Animal Welfare Team via the call centre Tel:
01642 391959 email careforyourarea@stockton.gov.uk
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Sir Henry Ropner
We were saddened and shocked to hear or the sudden death of Sir John
Ropner in February.
Sir John had been the patron for the Friends of Ropner Park since we
were formed in 2002.
FoRP members had met Sir John on a number of occasions, memorably a
visit to the arboretum at Thorpe Perrow in 2013.

The Ropner family home at the Thorpe Perrow Arboretum
He also gave us an interview which was printed in two parts in our
newsletters.
The FoRP committee was eager to keep the contact with the Ropner
family who provided the money which enabled Ropner Park to be built.
We are pleased to announce that Sir John`s son, Sir Henry Ropner, has
agreed to take over the role of patron.
He visited Ropner Park in September and met members of the FoRP committee who showed him around the park.
He was delighted with what he saw and also expressed his appreciation
for the work of FoRP.
The coffee and scones went down well too.
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The FoRP Patron
Sir Henry brought with him a surprise of his own.
He opened the boot of his car to reveal a large picture
frame holding two letters. He explained that these were
the original letters relating to the purchase of the land
at Hartburn Fields which his great great grandfather
donated to Stockton Council.
The handwriting of Major Ropner, as he was then, is a
little difficult to interpret. The much clearer reply from
the mayor shows that he was absolutely gobsmacked by
this generosity.
We will study the letters and transcribe them in our
next newsletter.
Letters from 1890

Sir Henry Ropner with Vicki, June and Barbara
We are delighted to continue the relationship with the Ropner Family
and to welcome Sir Henry as our new patron
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The Ropner Park café
Winter Opening Hours
Weekdays 11a.m.-2p.m. Weekends 10.30a.m.-3.p.m.

Sunday Lunches
Adults £5.50 Children
£4.00 Pensioners £4.50
The Sunday lunches are very popular.
Reservations required.

Wednesday Lunches
Adults £4.50 Pensioners £3.50

A Sunday Lunch

Afternoon Teas
Price £5.50 per person
Reservations required
An Afternoon Tea

Christmas Lunches

The Ropner Park Cafe will be serving
Christmas Lunches on Wednesdays and Fridays in December. These
have been very popular over the years with groups large and small. The
menu and booking form can be downloaded from the FoRP website.
Price for 3 courses £17.99
2 courses £13.99 Children £8.99
For Reservations……….. Book at the café or ring 01642 633767
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Spring Flowers
We wax lyrical about the flowerbeds nurtured by our three gardeners
but all over Ropner Park flowers
appear in abundance early in the
new year.
Snowdrops and aconites can be seen
near the main gates while crocuses
and daffodils flower the following
month in many parts of Ropner Park.
FORP Snowdrops
Three years ago FoRP arranged Snowdrops and Aconites in February
for Stockton Council to plant a
wave of 5,000 snowdrops in the grass triangle behind the café,
Although there have been signs of white flowers in Spring, the results
up to now have been rather underwhelming.
Perhaps they will raise their heads in 2017 .

Learn about Ropner Park
FoRP is often asked to give talks about Ropner Park to interested
groups. We relate the beginnings of Ropner Park and bring the story
up to date using a PowerPoint presentation. The talks are always well
received.
In October we are giving a guided tour of Ropner Park to an interested
group. This will be followed by afternoon tea in the café.
We do not charge for the
talks but are happy to
receive a donation to
FoRP.
Please contact us on
01642 614459 if you
would like to learn more.
The park has certainly matured in 120 years
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The Eid Fusion Festival
The Friends of Ropner Park and the Community
Welfare Trust staged our third joint event in July
We still have so much
to learn about what
will and will not work
at such an event but
we feel that by
discussing
issues
together makes us
stronger in sorting out
any pitfalls.
We had two marquees
again this year, one
for all the food and
one for all the crafts and other things. This worked well for us because
it is always very busy in the food marquee.
Live music was provided by the Khan Brothers who travelled from London to play at the Festival.
Local band Sharp Practice had the
crowds tapping their feet with their
enthusiastic brand of popular music.
By creating a seating area, the older
generations could sit in comfort,
enjoy food and socialise instead of
walking around balancing food in a
tray.
We are grateful to our sponsors whose help ensures that the event can
go ahead even if the weather is poor.
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This year we involved a greater number of local charities which both
groups support. We felt it was good for them to make our communities
aware of what services are on offer locally.

Attractions in the field allowed youngsters to let off steam
We were also lucky to have the help of the Air Training cadets as well as
young people connected to the CWT.
We decided to put all the larger,
fairground type activities on the
showground field to keep them away
from the noise of the bandstand.

An Asian craft stall was very busy

Lots of people joined in an impromptu version of the Macarena

Next Year
The Eid Festival requires lots of
planning and hard work. We must
be gluttons for punishment for we
have already set the date for 2017.
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The Ropner Park Gardeners
Everyone entering Ropner Park through the main gates and walking
down the drive towards the fountain is impressed by the floral arrangements. The pleasure is the same every year. Even though the borough
does not enter “Britain in Bloom” any more, the Ropner Park flower beds
are consistently superb.
There are two displays
each year bringing us a
Spring display with bulbs
and
early
flowering
plants and then a glorious display in midsummer.
On the left are the three
gardeners who create the
displays.
They have worked in
Ropner Park for 8—10
Fred Casling, Michael Allison, Steven Birchall years but they also work
in other gardens in Stockton on behalf of the council.
Their work can be seen around the borough in the planters in Church
Road, the High Street, the bowling greens in Thornaby and Newham
Grange and in the Eaglescliffe Cenotaph.
We have also seen them in the flower bed in the Hartburn Lane/
Darlington Road triangle providing a welcome splash of colour for motorists.
The Ropner Park Nursery
Many years ago the plants for Stockton`s displays were nurtured in the
Nursery at Ropner Park. That is no longer the case.
The Ropner Park nurseries were too small to produce the number of
plants required and the greenhouses were demolished some years ago.
The council now finds it much more cost effective to buy in the plants.
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The former nursery is now used for the workers offices and garages.
Graft in the office comes first
The work on creating the floral displays begins in the council offices
where databases show the plant numbers and varieties required.
The plants and design templates are given to our three floral artists
who then decide how best to use them in
our flowerbeds.
Challenges
One of the problems that they face is damage by dogs.
The worst affected flowerbeds are the
ones nearest the main gates so the
gardeners put the hardiest and strongest
plants in those beds. Inevitably plants
have to be replaced after such damage.
Curved Flower Bed
Until recently there was always a floral
tribute in the curved garden behind the
fountain. We`ve enjoyed spitfires flying, Olympic celebrations and
many other innovative
displays. But they were
very expensive and in
today`s
climate
of
austerity
became
unaffordable.
Celebrating the coronation of King George
Our flower beds nowaVI in 1937. Note the portraits of the king
days are still full of coland Queen
our and variety, each
plant positioned in its correct place by Steve, Michael and Fred. How
they don`t have backache we`ll never know.
What we do know is that their work is very much appreciated.
Thank you lads.
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Thank You to our Sponsors
Our events are all free. Raising the money to stage them, pay for the
band concerts and also for improvements to
Ropner Park is quite a challenge.
We have a very willing band of volunteers whose
input is enormous and without sponsors we
would not be able to operate at the level that we
do.

Sponsors for the EID Festival.
Cleveland Police and Crime Commission's
Office have supported all three of these events.
Stockton Borough Council Continue to sponsor
The Cleveland Police
stall at the
the festival but because of its financial situation the
Eid Festival
amount of sponsorship will dwindle each year.
Barclays Bank Match funded the income from the tombola stall and
also sent one of their staff to help.
Greenhams Sponsored one dozen hi-viz jackets with
the
Eid Fusion logos printed on them.

Other Sponsors A big thank you to John Stephenson

Mark Polley of
Barclays Bank

of Nisa Stores who gave us a welcome
cheque earlier this year. The store sets aside
a percentage of their takings on their own
products to donate to local charities.

The Co-op operates a similar scheme.
Customers are asked to choose which local charity they
would like to support. If you shop at the Co-op
Please choose FoRP as your local charity.
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Notices
Ceilidh

Stockton Cricket Club on Friday November 11th.
7.30—11.00 Price £7
Live music with the Endeavour Ceilidh Band
Pie and pea supper Vegetarian alternative.
Bottle Tombola
Spirit Roll Raffle

Christmas fair

Sunday 11th. December

Charity Walk

A Sunday morning in February. Keep an eye on

11.00—1.00

the website and facebook for details.

Trail Races

Sunday 26th, March 2km for youths and 5k seniors

as part of the winter series.

Registration is in the café from 9am .

Sunday Lunches in the café
The cafe is serving Sunday Lunches over the winter months. The staff will
also serve “specials” on Monday, Wednesday and Friday (see page 8)

Christmas Lunches
The café staff are taking bookings for Wednesdays and Fridays in December. Menus and booking forms are available from the café or on the
website. Three course £17.95 Two Course £13.95

FoRP Craft Group
The craft group meetings in 2016 will be on Friday November 4th and
Monday December 5th. in the Ropner Park Café.

Next year`s meetings will be shown on the FoRP website..
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Website
www.forp.org.uk

Facebook

Friends of Roper Park

Board Members
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Trustee
Trustee

Brian Scrafton
Barbara Charles
Stan Taylorson
June Robertson Whyte
Vicki Nicholson
Catherine Mulloy

Please feel free to contact members of the Forp Board with
any ideas for improving Ropner Park. You could well spot
things that we have missed.

Friends of Ropner Park Limited
PO Box 611 Stockton on Tees TS18 4WZ
Company No: 06247357
Registered Charity No: 1125093

