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If you think you have a bit of time, a lot of enthusiasm and would like to have a
say in how FoRP is run, why not think about becoming a trustee. More hands
make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your
community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a Board member for
more information.
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Looking forward
I rambled rather gloomily in our Autumn newsletter suggesting that
financial cuts were beginning to affect FoRP. As we move into Spring the
clouds are dissipating and we can look forward with some excitement to
the coming year.
Fund Raising
I should have known that our volunteers would come shining through.
Extra fund raising events have been planned. The Palm Sunday stalls
have already raised an extra £322 and we are planning to hold a
barbecue in Stockton Cricket club on 24th. June.
Please note our fund raising
events on page 15 and
come if you can. They are
always enjoyable and very
reasonably priced..
Concerts
We are again planning a full
bandstand programme on
Sunday afternoons in the
summer months. Once
again our thanks go to Margaret The Ukelele Band in full flow
Eglington who always manages to organise an interesting and varied
selection of musicians on her limited budget. Please note that the
concerts are organised and paid for by the Friends of Ropner Park

FoRP Calendar 2016

Chairman`s Ramble (continued.)
Sponsorship
Two of our concerts have been sponsored by families who enjoy Ropner
Park. This obviously helps enormously. If anyone wishes to sponsor a
concert or knows anyone who might be interested in sponsoring please
let us know and we will make contact.
Poster Design
Our band of five committee members try to cover every aspect of FoRP`s quite
complicated activities. This has meant that yours truly, with no obvious artistic
talent has designed most of our posters. Some of them have been awful. If
anyone with the skills and just a little time could help us with this task three or
four times a year I personally would be very grateful.

Ropner Park Cafe
Thanks

Daffodils and Snowdrops in the centre of Ropner Park

The Ropner Park cafe is now serving special Sunday lunches
and will continue to do so during the spring months.

Newcomers always comment on what a nice park we have here. As members
of FoRP we know that, and we don`t take it for granted. We do appreciate the
work of Tony from Stockton Council (see page 10) and the gardeners (who will
feature in our Autumn newsletter).

The café is also serving Afternoon Teas.
It is also catering for
Children`s Parties
Bookings are required on 01642 633767

Most of all I would like to thank our team of volunteers. They are present
throughout the year doing every job that needs to be done. FoRP couldn`t survive without them. If you feel you can help in any way we`d love to hear from
you.
Brian Scrafton

Contact the café or ring 01642 633767
Details on
2

www.forp.org.uk and the FoRP facebook page
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Concerts and Events

Palm Sunday
A

Dozens of Easter Eggs
A short

shower didn`t deter families
who visited Ropner Park on Palm
Sunday . The Easter Egg tombola was a
real hit and because local businesses
had contributed so many eggs, most
people left with at least one under
their arm.

The cake stall (left] was very busy
too.
Meanwhile Youth for Christ
organised Football and Volleyball
on the field near to the bowling
green.
Many thanks to the local businesses who donated Easter Eggs
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Sainsburys at Whitehouse Farm
One Stop on Birkdale Road
Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net
Hartburn
Co-op
Sainsburys in Yarm
Tesco in Eaglescliffe

Morrisons
Wyvale Garden Centre
Stevensons of Oxbridge
Boyes in Yarm
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Sir John Ropner obituary

The Ranger Reports (contd.)

Sir John Ropner has been the patron of the Friends of Ropner Park since the
organisation was formed 14 years ago. Sadly he died on February 13th.this year.
He only visited the park once while I have been chairman but we were immediately on the same wavelength. Over a cup of coffee we moaned about finding
sufficient finance for our two organisations which had many similarities. We then
had a sightseeing stroll around Ropner Park.

Elsewhere on the lake, last year’s cygnets are as usual reluctant to leave
but the parent swans will encourage them to do so as they nest and
hopefully raise another successful brood. Visitors are advised to keep
their distance from the swans at this time of year and don’t be surprised
to see ducks walking about the park away from the lake.
Ducks are some of the first birds to nest in the spring and can do so well
away from ponds and lakes to avoid predators. This is quite normal, even
if you do see ducks waddling off into the shrub beds.

You could always expect the unexpected from Sir John. One day my wife and I
visited the arboretum with friends. We made contact with Sir John when we
were at the meercats` enclosure. “Don`t move” he bellowed into his phone, “ I`ll
be there in a minute” There was a mighty roar as he drove up on his quadbike
with a trailer on the back.
“Hop in”, he ordered “and duck under the trees”. We did
as we were told and hung on for dear life as he drove us
to his house at what seemed to us to be breakneck
speed for a coffee break with his family.

There
are
some events
scheduled
over
the
coming
months in the
park, including running
races – but
these will be
advertised
The runners set off et the start of one of the 5k races
well
in
organised by Stockton Council
advance and
should not affect the regular visitors. Anyone wanting to take part in
these events can of course look them up on the Council website, where
there are details of activities at ponds and lakes to sites across the
Borough.

I have spoken to many people who have visited Thorpe
Perrow, some of whom just happened to meet Sir John
on their way round. There he was in his wellies doing his
bit to keep the arboretum in shape. His wife Nicky also
played her part, serving at the reception office on another occasion we visited.
On page 7 Sir John looks forward to his retirement, leaving the arboretum in the
hands of his son Henry.
Sadly this was not to be. The announcement of his death came as a shock to me
as it was only in the autumn that my wife and I travelled to Thorpe Perrow where
he gave us the interview, the second part of which begins on the opposite page.
We intend to keep in touch with the Ropner family, hoping to continue that link
with Ropner Park and the Friends of Ropner Park.
Brian Scrafton

David Askey
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Sir John Ropner`s story

The Ranger Reports

In our last newsletter Sir John Ropner explained how his great grandfather jumped ship
in Hartlepool and became a very successful businessman in the north east. He gave
Stockton Council the money to buy the land that became Ropner Park. Sir John and
lived with his family in the grounds of the arboretum at Thorpe Perrow near Bedale.
Here is the second part of his story.

As the warmer weather comes in, the Spring bedding plants that were
put in back in November 2015 will come in to their own and fill the
main avenue with colour in mid-May. The shrub bed maintenance
remains ongoing and will continue up until the grass cutting season
starts in early April – although the grass at the edge of the floral
borders has already been cut. The trees have survived the winter
relatively unscathed and no major works were required, although
routine inspections continue and may yet show some signs of damage
that will require attention.

My father was 31 when my grandfather bought Thorpe Perrow and he started planting
the Arboretum. I`m not sure why he started to collect trees. Why couldn`t he collect
something useful like precious pictures? That`s a question I will ask him when we next
meet.
The Arboretum is now very
special, and extends over 100
acres. There were
already
some mature trees.
I
think that my
father must
have been a very remarkable
man in that he had no help in
designing or planting the Arboretum. He had one forester
who helped him from time to
time but there was quite a lot of other The Ropner family home
commercial forestry on this estate which was the forester`s main occupation.

The Pavillion building has recently had some minor roof and guttering
repairs and the fountain
winter maintenance has
been done – but again
this is relatively minor
work and proves that
the winter has been
kind this time around.

My father died in 1977 and although I got on extremely well with him in many ways,
the one thing he never shared with me, or with anybody else so far as I know, was his
passion for trees and his knowledge of the Arboretum. So when he died I knew nothing
about the place. He had become rather difficult in his old age and nobody was allowed
to work in the Arboretum. As a result it resembled more like a Borneo Rain forest than
an Arboretum and I hadn`t a clue what was in it. I sent for a man called Alan Mitchell
who was the number one tree man at the time.

The wet weather did
result in a blockage of
the
lake
overflow
though that was cleared
in
December
and
regular visitors may
Ropner Park`s resident swans
have noticed the levels
rising fast and at one point did spill over on to the path.
Fortunately the Council has the equipment required to deal with this
problem and the overflow is once again functioning well. The servicing
of the aeration system on the lake, however, is more specialised work
and the annual overhaul by an external contractor should happen in
mid-April.

Alan came up to see me and disappeared into this jungle for two or three days. He
came out saying “My goodness me, you have the most amazing collection and you
have got to do something about it.”

Well that sent a shiver down my spine because doing something about something usually means spending a lot of money and the one thing that we have
not got at Thorpe Perrow is cash. We have a lovely asset but the upkeep is
quite horrendous and all spare money goes on repairing roads, clearing drains
12
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mending tiles, looking after the cottages on the estate etc. etc. So when I was told I
had to do something about the Arboretum I didn`t quite know how we were going to
manage.

Snowdrops

Purely by chance only a few weeks later I met Micheal Hesletine: Lord
Hesletine
as he now is. At that time he was the minister of the environment and when I told him
my sad story he said he might be able to help. He was looking for places in North Yorkshire to relieve the pressure on the North Yorkshire Moors and the Arboretum could be
a place that tourists might like to visit. How much money would I like. I said I hadn`t
the faintest idea. He came up with a figure that absolutely bowled me over but the quid
pro quo was that from that moment on we had to be open to the public.

In 2013 the Friends of Ropner Park arranged for 5.000 snowdrops to be planted
in a big wave on the bank at the back of the café.
The result has been disappointing . Each spring we have peered at the ground
looking for the swathes of white. To no avail. This year a few hardy white heads
have appeared , together with a number of snowdrop leaves suggesting that
eventually the wave will become established.
The officials of Stockton
Council share our disappointment and have
offered to give us more
snowdrops later this year
to
to plant in our “wave”.

So we put a sign up at the end of the drive saying “Thorpe Perrow Arboretum open”
but of course nobody knew what an Arboretum was and funnily enough not many people know what an Arboretum is these days. A lot of people thought it was an Abattoir
so consequently not many people came which is probably just as well because the
place was just a shambles.
There were no car parks, there were
no toilets, there were no tea rooms,
there was nothing, so we were not
very proud of it. I then had another
stroke of good luck. One evening
there was a knock on the door and
the gentleman standing there said
“My name is John Beech I have just
taken early retirement from the
Staffordshire County Council Parks
department and I`m looking for something to do. The Arboretum, is absolutely
amazing but it needs a huge
amount of work and I would love to come
and help you. I don’t want paying if you could
just find me somewhere to live.”

Meanwhile the established snowdrops near
the main gate are doing very well.

Little Munchkins
Trees + water = tranquillity

It so happened that I had a spare flat at that time so he and his wife moved in there and
they both worked exceptionally hard for the next few years knocking the Arboretum
into shape. I used to come back from work in the evenings and help him but John was
amazing and achieved a huge amount. Sadly John had to retire after about 6 years due
to ill health. Since then we have had a series of curators who look after the place very
well.
So the Arboretum has come from zero to what it is today and it is now a very special
place. One wonders why people come here. Well we have 2000 species of tree which
is as many as dad had when he had finished his planting. We have 5 National Collections and also 67 champion trees.
6

Little Munchkins is a new parent led toddler group running Wednesdays during
term time at Yarm Road Methodist Church. We are two local mums who plan
activities based on a theme for the week, offer refreshments and provide a fun
place to play with your little ones. The idea for the group came about after recent government cuts led to our local children's centre having to hugely
decrease their sessions .
Our options were to sit and complain, or do something about it so here we are!
We have been awarded funding by the Tees Valley Community Foundation that
will ensure we can run for at least 6 months. Our sessions have been great fun
so far and it has been lovely seeing lots of new faces. Please have a look at our
Facebook page
www.facebook.com/littlemunchkinsgroup
Everyone is welcome so come along and join the fun.
Michaela Buckley 11

Over and above that we have our Birds of Prey and our animals. This was
achieved because in the past we used to do a certain amount of corporate hospitality here in the house. One day Tom Graham who used to help me do this came
and said he had just discovered my old kitchen garden which again had fallen into
disrepair. He said that it would make a very good aviary and could he bring his
birds of prey. We were delighted that he did because that has now extended the
interest from being just a garden with trees in it to a place which children can
really enjoy.

Tony
Everyone who visits Ropner Park regularly knows Tony Crossen. Tony spends
most of his working week in the park keeping it tidy, gathering up leaves and
making sure that it is the pristine condition that we have come to expect.
But Tony does much more than that. He is the eyes and ears of the park.
He knows everyone and can spot trouble a mile off. When the tennis courts are

We have also added things like adventure play grounds about which I was very
nervous but which I`m sure was a necessary evil. The trouble with playgrounds is
that they generate a lot of noise and a lot of people come here
for peace and quite.
I think also that people come to see what a mature specimen
looks like. They see a little thing in a garden centre whether it
be a cherry, or a pine, or a maple and they see a small one.
They wonder what its going to look like in 30 or 40 years time.
Well they can come here and see for themselves which is quite
interesting. They can also see what terrible mistakes we make
when planting trees.
The number one cardinal sin of course is
planting things too close together which
we still do but you can see here what a
shame it is. You plant a thing about a metre high and you give about a five metre
space between the next one and really it
should be more like 20 metres.

Tony Crossen with our two community police officers Andy and Sharon

.I am moving out of Thorpe Perrow this
year. I have a son Henry who is in his early
30s. He is married with a couple of daughters and they are coming to live here in July and Meercats pose for the camera
we are going to move up the road. I am quite certain that Henry has a great deal
more interest in the Arboretum than I had at his age so I am quite certain that the
future of the Arboretum is in safe hands which I find reassuring to say the least. I
dare say that Nicky, my lovely wife, and I will still be involved and I will be very
surprised if he finds it easy to replace the work that we do and the knowledge that
we have accumulated over the past 30/40/Years.

busy he makes sure people stick to their hour on court.
He is the guardian of the wildlife and gets help if an animal is in trouble.
His contribution to the Friends or Ropner Park is immense.
He moves our tables and chairs for events and concerts and is always available
for other tasks such as climbing into the loft from time to time.
We only have one problem with Tony. He professes to support Leeds United and
builds them up bullishly even though we know they are rubbish.
I suppose we Boro fans can forgive him that.

Sir John Ropner
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May Fair

Charity Walk
A Way Out, is a Stockton based charity which seeks to support and empow-

Sunday 8th May 12.30– 3.00pm.

On a glorious morning at the end of February staff, volunteers, beneficiaries and
supporters of A Way Out joined with the wonderful “Friends of Ropner Park” for
a 2km charity walk. More than 80 people from the community accompanied by
children, pet dogs and some pushing
pushchairs all came along, each one
making a small donation to participate in
the walk. The route took us around
every part of the lovely park, including
the pond with all its wildlife and the
beautiful bandstand. Following the walk,
everyone was offered hot soup and a

Funfairs
Bouncy Castles
Funhouse
Swing boats
Farm Bus

Presenting the cheque

(Animals to feed & handle)

bread roll beside the Ropner Park
caé. With additional contributions,
the walk raised more than £400 for A
Way Out.

Morris Dancers
Punch & Judy
Live Music
Games

Jane Harmer, CEO of A Way Out
stated; “To receive such support from
local people is wonderful, we are
honoured to have been chosen by the Barbara Charles (right) leads the walkFriends of Ropner Park as the recipient
of their fundraising event”.

By Tees Valley Youth for Christ
(Football Handball Volleyball target shooting)

Kick Boxing

er the most vulnerable and at-risk women, young people and families in Stockton on Tees in order that they may live healthy, happy and whole lives, free
from poverty, addiction, abuse and harm.

Stalls

Tombola

A Way Out works hard recruiting and retaining volunteers many of whom are
part time. If you would like to find out more contact
A Way Out phone 01642 655071
or email anita.burke@awayout.co.uk

Website www.awayout.co.uk
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Anita Burke
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