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Thanks to the hard work of our committee and volunteers FoRP continues to thrive. The membership is now almost 200. Our events have
grown and have reached the point where we are now turning away people who wish to present their attractions or wares. The cafe is very popular although during the winter months we are very dependent upon
“specials” such as Sunday Lunches
to bring in the customers.
Ropner Park in Springtime
Visitors have commented on how
good the park looks even at the end
of winter. The gardeners have
trimmed back the bushes, removed
some unhealthy trees and mulched
the shrubberies. I have been out
with my camera and in all corners of
Aconites in February
the park spring bulbs can be seen.
Unfortunately the 5,000 snowdrops commissioned by FoRP are taking
their time to settle in. There are a few flowers this year… Patience!
Wildflower Garden
Grasses have taken over the wildflower garden which is very good for
wildlife but people using the seat, which our local councillors provided
last year, would appreciate flowers too. We had a meeting on site with
council officials when a solution was agreed. A rectangular area in front
of the seat is to have the grass cut back and removed each year, allowing
the wildflowers to gradually take over this small but visible area.

Notices

Chairman`s Ramble (contd.)
Rose garden
The council is planning to create
a new Rose Garden in Ropner
Park (see page 12) The original
rose garden was much loved but
now the trees have grown so
tall that very little sunlight
reaches that area. We are delighted that a new garden is to
be developed.
The original rose garden
Ropner Park Events
Over the years we have badgered the council to hold events in Ropner
Park. It puts its money into making Ropner Park a showpiece and we do
appreciate this. Other groups are beginning to realise that our park is a
great place to stage events. In March there were six events at weekends, only one of which, the charity walk, was organised by FoRP.
Talks.
Barbara Charles and I frequently
give talks about Ropner Park to
interested local groups. Surprisingly enough many local people
do not even know of the park`s
existence and are pleasantly
surprised to find that there is
Wildflowers in 2011
such a gem on their doorsteps.
We enjoy spreading the word and will respond to further requests. Our treasurer is also delighted to receive the
donations which usually follow.
Finally I would like to thank our members, volunteers and the café staff.
I think we make a premiership team
Brian Scrafton..

Ropner Park Cafe
The Ropner Park cafe is now serving special lunches on
Sunday, Monday and Wednesday and will continue to do so
during the spring months.
The café is also serving Afternoon Teas.
And is catering for Children`s Parties
Bookings are required
Contact the café or ring 01642 633767
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Bandstand Concerts

Ropner Park Wood
Every year some of the trees in Ropner Park need to be removed because they have become diseased or dangerous. The council gardeners
usually replace them with other appropriate trees.

Ropner Park Bowling Club...Open to all
The bowling club which has been in existence since Ropner Park
opened in 1893 now boasts excellent facilities. There seems to be a
feeling that the bowling greens are only for private club use but in fact
they are open to anyone.
Also they are running a coaching course for beginners on May 11th. All
ages are welcome especially younger ones.

In 2011 Martyn Featherstone of Cleveland College of Art and Design collected some of the wood and took it back to the college where it was
stored to dry and mature.

The greens are open 13.00—16.00 and 18.00—21.00. Monday to Friday
from Monday 13th. April. £3 per session or purchase a season ticket.
The coaching course is £15 for 10 weeks. Shoes and bowls provided.
For more details
Contact the bowling club secretary Mike Ranson
on 01642 656061
or
mikeandsheat8@outlook.com
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Now, the students are using it to create imaginative artworks.
Sophie Eglon, a second year student on the 3D Diploma at the college
used the Ropner Park timber to design a bespoke Point of Sale Display
unit for her final major project.
Her craftwork would be suspended in shop windows or in shops to display fashionable items. She has created a product that uses ‘soft’ materials which she wove to produce a traditional type of fabric between the
two ‘hard’ wood top and bottom pieces. She tried to achieve a ‘natural’
Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net
aesthetic product with her choice of materials.
3
Well done Sophie.

Memories of “Our Park”
A Fishy Tale

The Ranger Reports (contd.)
Spring has also led to the adult swans on the lake encouraging their
young from last year to move on to new areas
as they prepare to nest and mate. Regular visitors may have encountered these young birds
off the lake and walking through the park as
they can be reluctant at first to become fully
independent and move on. We are encouraging regular dog walkers to be extra vigilant if
they do encounter one of these young birds
and to keep their dogs under close control or
on a lead.

NO FISHING - said the sign in white letters on a black background. The letters
were so large that the sign could be read from almost anywhere around the
lake, so you had no excuse for not seeing it. And for years I never saw anybody
attempting to fish there. Youngsters went around the sides of the lake with
their fishing nets trying to catch tiddlers. Some of them carried the proper nets
that had been bought from the shop on the corner of Marlborough Road. Others carried home-made nets, made using part of their mother’s nylon stocking
fixed onto the end of a bamboo cane. They proudly carried their jam jars on
strings, displaying the odd stickleback that had not been quick enough to avoid
being caught in a net. But this was not real fishing.

Swan Family 2014

It was well known that there were much
bigger fish in the lake. Anybody feeding
bread to the ducks could not help but
notice the occasional flash of a fish’s silver scales, as it came to the surface to
take the odd floating crumb. But nobody
knew what monsters lurked in the murky
depths of the lake.
And then, one day in the summer of 1959
(I think), I heard an interesting rumour.
The Council had decided to clean out the park lake. The water would be
drained out, and the muddy bottom of the lake removed. But it was the second
part of the rumour that made my ears prick up – was it really true that the
Council was going to allow fishing in the lake, prior to the water being drained
out?
On the day that the fishing ban was lifted, I made my way down to the lake
with my fishing equipment and a supply of maggots. The rumour must have
been true as I found one or two others were already there, drowning their
maggots. But where was the best “swim” to fish from? The problem was that
most of the lake was lined with large mature trees, a peril to those trying to
cast their line out into the middle of the lake. I eventually settled for a spot on
the side of the lake by the optimistically named “Tropical Gardens”.

Ropner Park has also played host to a range of well
attended events over the past few months – many of which have had a
sporting theme. These have included fun runs organised by the Council’s
Sports Development Section, charity fund raising walks and a family orienteering event.
These sporting events have attracted
up to 100 participants each. The park
was also used for one of a series of
promotional events for the River Tees
Rediscovered project, which is being
led by the environmental charity
Groundworks and will see community
and conservation work along the full
length of the Tees over the next five years Runners prepare for the 5k
Trail Race
and this work is fully supported by Stockton Borough Council. Further details of this project and how you can get
involved are available on the Groundworks website.
David Askey
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I fished using a three piece bamboo rod, which I had recently been given for my
twelfth birthday. The rod was long enough to enable me to cast almost to the
island. It was not long before my keep net had its first addition, it was a small
roach. The lake must have been full of them, as after a couple of hours I had
caught nearly two dozen! At the end of my day’s fishing, I returned most of
them to the lake. But I felt obliged to take
the largest four fish home, to show my parents what I had caught, and more importantly for the hunter to eat what he
had caught.

The Ranger Reports
Spring is a very busy time of year behind the scenes in the management
of Stockton’s parks and open spaces and as the days get longer the
work changes from the routine winter maintenance programme to having everything up and running for the summer months ahead. This has
involved staff from a range of departments within the Care For Your
Area Section of the Council including Highways, Grounds Maintenance
and general Asset Management.

I do not think that my mother had gutted a
fish before. The ones that she bought from
Percy the Fishman, came already prepared.
Bless her, she did her best, emitting only a few squeals of disgust as her fingers
encountered the swim bladder and other internal contents. Then into the frying pan they went and I licked my lips in eager anticipation of my fish supper. It
was not long before a plateful of fish was placed before me. They looked delicious, their white flesh as appealing as any cod.
That meal sticks in my mind for several reasons. In the innocence of my youth, I
had presumed that fish was fish, and I enthusiastically started to tuck into my
meal. But I did not get very far before I found that I had a mouthful of fish
bones! This was not like cod at all - the white flesh of the fish was quite tasteless, but that could be improved with a dollop of tomato ketchup. But there
was no way of improving the texture of the fish with its thousands of bones. It
was not long before the side of my plate was piling up with these minute colourless “needles”. I had eaten only half of my first fish before I conceded defeat
to the fish bones – or so I thought.

Winter work around Ropner Park has included the pruning of all shrubs
and the removal of some dead or dying trees near the lakeside. Further
tree pruning has also taken place around the site perimeter and on a
number of trees within the park to remove deadwood. Four replacement trees and two memorial trees have also been planted. The fountain has also been cleaned and serviced and is now up and running,
now that the risk or severe frost has gone.
The Spring work programme now includes the planting of spring bedding which will take place from the middle of March and will stay in until the middle of May when it will be replaced by Summer bedding. The
grass cutting programme is provisionally scheduled to start at the beginning of April, although this is weather dependant.

“You can`t leave all of those fish!” implored my mother, reminding me of all
that she gone through in gutting and cooking the fish, at my request. So I slowly
laboured through another cooked roach, doing my best to avoid the bones by
picking at the white flesh. But despite my best endeavours I still ended up with
a mouthful of bones. The last two fish ended up uneaten and in the bin!

Some other weather dependant routine maintenance may start from
late spring, again depending on the weather - and this will include the
painting of various pieces of park furniture and parts of the bandstand.
Plans are also being drawn up to plant a rose garden back at Ropner
Park. The original Victorian park would have featured a rose garden,
although a new location within the site is likely to be chosen and up to
290 plants are expected to be required to complete this exciting project.

I went back to the lake for more fishing before they drained the water out. But I
had learned my lesson, and I never took any fish home again!
Cliff Thornton
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The gun and carriage duly arrived in February 1858, and was promptly
put in store for many months. In November of that year the cannon was
finally unveiled by the Mayor of Stockton (Cllr. Joseph Dodds) having
been placed on a 6ft high mound on the Green (i.e. behind Stockton Parish Church, where the current Council Offices are).In later years, when
the Green was chosen as the site for the town’s cattle market, the cannon was relocated to the new Ropner Park. Early descriptions of the park
describe the gun being located near the bandstand, however within a
few years it was moved to stand by the fountain.

The Loudest Whisper
Hundreds of people came to Ropner Park on March 14th. to take part in
the “Loudest Whisper”. We
want to show that Stockton
is a great place to live and
what wonderful people live
here.
We don`t care what image
Channel 4`s |Benefits Street
paints of our town and we
hope the rest of the country takes note.

Close up of a Crimean cannon on a wooden carriage, showing
the plaque that was fastened to the side of the carriage.
Where is the gun today? Sadly the gun was sent to be recycled into armaments during W.W.2 when there was a national call for scrap iron to
help the war effort. Many councils around the country sacrificed their
Crimean cannon for the greater good. But here and there some Crimean
cannon have survived, local examples can seen in Middlesbrough (Albert
Park) and Hartlepool (The Headland).

The photos show the crowds waiting
patiently for the whisper to start, The

It is interesting to note that a number of recent renovations of Victorian
parks have included the re-establishment of artificial Russian cannon to
replace those which had been sacrificed in the last war. (e.g. Avenham
Park Preston, Huntingdon, and at Bridgewater).

clowns encouraging the crowds to be
silent until the whisper starts and the
arrival of the vintage motor bikes.
The free curry was great too!

Cliff Thornton
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The Ropner Park Cannon
Spring Fair
Early postcards of Ropner Park show an old cannon standing near the
fountain. This cannon had been in the park since it was opened in October 1893, but its origins go back much earlier than that. The Park’s cannon was one of nearly 900 iron cannon which had been brought back to
Britain from Sebastopol following the capture of that city in 1855 during the Crimean war. In early 1857, Queen Victoria agreed to the Government’s proposal that “small numbers of iron ordnance be granted to
such cities and towns of Great Britain and Ireland as have proper public
places to put them in…”.

HEROES AND VILLAINS
Sunday 26th April 2015 12.30pm – 3.00pm.
A Dalek will be transported to Ropner Park
There could be conflict with the
th

99 Garrison Storm Troupers
Attractions include
Purple Playbus
Carnival Funfairs
Funhouse Stryker Chuggy Boats Tea-cup Rides
Go-karts Bouncy Castles
Punch and Judy
Climbing Wall
Magical Snowcones
Face Painting/Henna Art – Sabrina
Willow Creek will play on the bandstand
Also many stalls, tombola and raffle
The Ropner Park café will be open for refreshments

Eid Fusion Festival
A postcard by the Stockton firm of Brittain & Wright, showing the
Crimean cannon in Ropner Park. This card was posted in 1905.
Stockton was one of several towns in the North-East to express an interest in receiving one of the Russian guns. On writing to the War
Office, Lord Panmure replied that Stockton could have a cannon. He
also informed the Council that there was a shortage of gun carriages,
however, Woolwich Arsenal could make a carriage for the gun at a cost
of £19 for a metal one, or £16 for a wooden one. Stockton Council decided to purchase the less expensive model.

Sunday 26th. July 12.00—5.00
Friends of Ropner Park and the Community
Welfare Trust are already planning this event.
Put the date in your diary. It will be worth a visit
10
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Charity Walk

Visit to Thorpe Perrow
Sir John Ropner is the patron of the Friends of Ropner Park. His great grandfather
bought the land for Stockton Council on which Ropner Park was created. He is also
the proud owner of the arboretum at Thorpe Perrow near Bedale.

Sir John Ropner with the group from Friends of Ropner Park

A group of the "Friends" volunteers visited the arboretum in the autumn. Sir John
gave us a very interesting and humorous history of the Ropner family`s life and
legacy in the North East of England and how they came to own and to restore the
arboretum which now houses a number of national collections.
We were then led by our host on a tour of the arboretum.
Our modest guide was frank about his lack of horticultural knowledge but he made
up for this in his enthusiasm to bring many and varied species to Yorkshire, some
of which survived, others struggled
Bureaucracy is the bane of Sir John`s life. His graphic accounts of his struggles with
"Health and Safety" and Hambledon Council officials conveyed just how difficult
life can be in this modern age. He was most upset to have to remove branches
from a splendid beech tree which he considered had many more years of life left in
them..
After lunch we had time to wander around the grounds. Most of us found the animal enclosure where the Meercats were eager to pose at the sight of a camera.
We missed the Bird of Prey show but enjoyed seeing the many varieties of birds in
their enclosures.
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FoRP events now include a springtime walk in Ropner Park to support a
local charity. The chosen charity this year was Cleveland Alzheimer's at
Allison House. It was a bright but cold day as the walkers toured the park
and afterwards enjoyed a hot soup with a roll provided by the café.
The walk was led by Barbara Charles and raised
£450 for the charity.

Tina`s Fundraiser
Tina Reid has undergone prolonged treatment at
the James Cook University Hospital. To show her gratitude Tina (pictured
right) and her family organised a walk and raised almost £1,000 for Ward
14 where she received exceptional care and support. The money will go
to Ward 14`s TV scheme which provides
free TV for the patients.

Winter Warmer
River Tees Rediscovered organised a family fun day in Ropner Park on February
28th. Their aim is to encourage people to
enjoy the facilities and heritage along the
banks of the River Tees. In the Ropner Park
café families enjoyed painting plates and building bridges.
Parents became very competitive over the strength of their family bridge.
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