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Chairman`s Ramble
Indian Summer
The Indian summer has meant that the summer bedding plants have, for
the most part, kept their colour as we move into Autumn. As usual the
gardeners do a marvellous job in tending the beds and also maintaining
the shrubs and pathways to a high
standard.
Financial Cuts
However, things inevitably change and
the financial cutbacks have affected
Ropner Park in subtle ways.
The curved bed behind the fountain is
the most obvious example. It is full of
brightly coloured flowers but unlike previous years there is no floral
picture. Also there are no raised butterflies in our flower beds. Even so
the displays are magnificent.
The one disappointment has been the wildflower garden. (See page 4)
Music
Margaret Eglington has once again organised a full and varied programme for our bandstand concerts and events. FoRP finances the concerts apart from a small grant from Stockton Council. But that may not
be forthcoming next year so it is possible that the concert season may
be shortened .

Events
Vicki, Barbara and the craft group continue to be the leaders of our
events team. This year the main event was more complicated than ever.Turn to page ten to get some idea of what was involved .
Members
Our membership continues to grow. The link with the Community Welfare Trust has brought new faces, many of whom came to the A.G.M.
together with their home baked cakes, which we enjoyed after the
meeting. Our normal offering of tea and biscuits seemed rather mean in
comparison
The fountain and flowerbed in July

Café
The café staff continue to be innovative. Sunday Lunches in the winter
months and afternoon teas all year round being good examples. Café
finances are back on an even keel after two years of losses. In the last
financial year our treasurer reported a small profit. Somehow the accountants managed to convert this into a small loss.
It is tight !! This is why we have to close the café early if the weather
keeps people away. We don`t like to do it but sadly it is necessary.
Brian Scrafton
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Poppies and wildflowers.
In our spring newsletter we wrote that the wildflower area in Ropner
Park, approx 5,000 square metres, had been planted with poppy seeds
commemorating 100 years since the start of World War One.
We anticipated a mass of red blooms in the early summer.
Sadly it didn`t happen! Why not?
The answer seems to be that the grasses have taken over the plot and
they need to be cut and removed regularly. Wildflowers thrive on poor
soil.
Unfortunately cutting and removing is expensive and is not
high on the council`s list of
priorities. The council may be
able to “flail”the grass at
some stage but removing it
would require a team of
young volunteers.
Can anyone help? This photo
taken in 2011 shows what we
are missing.

Snowdrops
Meanwhile we are waiting eagerly to see
the bank of snowdrops, commissioned by
FoRP which should be giving us their first
display early in the new year. They were
planted on the sloping triangular area at the
back of the café.
After the planting a wave of disturbed grass
was visible. Hopefully a white wave of dancing flowers will take its place in 2015.
Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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Autumn Fair
The disappointment of the poor weather for the Eid Festival was put
aside as the day dawned for FoRP Autumn Fair with a dry and bright
forecast.
Billingham Silver band gave an inspired performance on the bandstand
with music from the World War eras.

Families took advantage of the entertainment, stalls and games.
At the memorial plaque, Infant Hercules and Stockton Town Choir
attracted a large audience for their half hour tribute to the men and
women who fought for our country in the two world wars.
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The Royal British Legion
added a serious note to the
occasion, parading their
banners with dignity
The choirs were followed by
a short dedication .
A solitary bugler playing the
last post completed this
part of the afternoon.
It was a humbling and moving finale. Thank you all!

Whitehouse pupils enjoy visit to Ropner Park
On 1st July, classes 7 and 8 from Whitehouse Primary visited Ropner
Park, to hear about its history, to explore what it has to offer, and to
have fun at the end of term.
Most of the pupils walked from school ( which is situated in Dunelm
Road in Elm Tree, although the young people with mobility difficulties
were transported).
Here are a few of the comments made afterwards by the young people,
about what they did, what they enjoyed, and what they will do next
time they visit::
“I enjoyed learning about the ducklings and the Swan cygnets.” Caitlain
“ I liked the band stand, the sculpture and the Heron.” Charlie
“We went around the duck pond we saw the female swan making a
nest and the male swan showing off” Isabel
“I have a really good drawing of the mother swan in its nest” Madeline
“When I go next time I would like to go to the café, feed the ducks and
see the band” Isabel
Next time I go I would like to go to the café and play tennis. Floyd
“When we walked back to school everyone was sweaty, hot and
bothered. I went home and went to bed.” Jack
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The Ranger Reports…
Once again summer comes to an end, although preparations are already under way
for the onset of winter and the arrival of
spring next year.
The Grounds Maintenance team will be lifting the summer bedding mid
October and the spring bedding will be put in sometime in late October,
including bulbs. The fall of leaves has also been scheduled to be picked up
where required in October / November and the removal of any green
waste such as this is taken to the green waste recycling plant at Haverton
Hill. The last grass cut is scheduled for the end of October, after which the
team will commence shrub pruning when the spring bedding has been
planted.
The annual tree survey has been undertaken
while the trees were still in leaf and as with
most years, some tree maintenance, where necessary, will be required. These works will take
place in the coming autumn / winter period.
There is some concern over a large ash tree
near the centre of the park, although this will be
monitored closely. Public safety is a priority
around older ‘veteran’ trees which are retained
as long as possible and replacements are routinely planted should any of them require
felling.

Autumn Colours

Elsewhere in the park, the timing of work is less tied to the changing seasons. The play area is inspected regularly throughout the year and repairs
and maintenance are scheduled into the work programme as required.
There have recently been some repairs to the play area surfacing and the
hammock swing is damaged and being repaired.
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Some of the big ship panels are also being replaced and it’s worth noting
that these repairs are not always as a result of vandalism – the play area
is very well used and repairs are often as a result of wear and tear rather
than malicious damage. Beside the play area, the tennis nets were replaced during the late summer and the court lines are scheduled for repainting.
Water features in the park such as the lake and fountain also require seasonal attention. The fountain will
be prepared for the winter when work programmes
allow and the lake aeration system will be turned
down to one hour per day to keep the pumps in
good running order. The aeration system on the lake
works by circulating the water through the summer
to keep it cool which stops the build up of algae. This summer, however,
again saw the build up of Canadian Pondweed which is quite natural and
not harmful to the wildlife that uses the lake. The display panel frame by
the lake was repaired by a volunteer from Stockton Borough Council’s
Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park over the summer.
The summer trail race organised by Stockton Borough
Council at Ropner Park was on Thursday 17th July with
142 senior runners taking part and 25 youths. The
next scheduled race is on Sunday 1st March 2015 – it’s
2km for youths and 5km for seniors as part of the winter series. Registration is in the café from 9am - the
youth race starts at 9:45 and the senior race starts at
10:15. You can enter on the day at a cost of £5 if unaffiliated and £3 if a
member of a club.
Behind the scenes, the health and safety audit for the Pavilion building
has also been scheduled for late September. The building is owned by
Stockton Borough Council who inspect it and review the activities that
take place there on a regular basis to ensure that both council and FoRP
staff are safe as well as the many visitors that make use the facilities.
David Askey – Sept 2014
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Memories of “Our Park”

Part 2

In our Spring Newsletter we featured 72 year old Bill Peake`s memories
of growing up next to Ropner Park .Here is the second part of his article
Another facility that I, and my friends enjoyed was the putting green which was
located in the area that is now what I call the “Wild Meadow”. We would pay
the man in the little hut a couple of pence to hire the putters and ball with
which to enjoy an eighteen-hole challenge. I don’t remember when the green
was closed down but I do remember that it was replaced for a while by a ninehole green adjacent to the bowling green.
Leaving the band-stand (flag pole) and heading towards the park lake I remember the grassed area to the left was fringed by tall trees which screen off the
view to the lake. It was here that Stockton’s annual firework display was held –
an awesome spectacle for a young lad, culminating in a screen that lit up as a
portrayal of the then monarch.
Before descending to the lake, to the left I remember that there was a lovely
little rose garden with seating for anyone who would care to relax there and
enjoy the flowers and their aroma. This, I do believe was available specially for
the blind or partially-sighted.
The park lake or “the Ducky” as we called
it was another place that I enjoyed, where we would feed the ducks, geese
and
fish
tiddlers
(minnows and sticklebacks?) to take home
in an old jam jar.
I also clearly remember many people playing and skating on the
pond during the particularly cold winters.
Would this be allowed
today – health and
safety by our nanny
state culture? I’m sure
they would say
The Former Rose Garden
“No” - fear of compensation claims?
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The final leg of my nostalgic journey around “Our Park” would take me towards the aviary where I was quite fascinated by the array of exotic birds
from the far-off countries. Also in the same location, tucked up close to the
northern boundary fence were two shelters with seats. The shelter to the left
was used mainly by elderly men who sat at tables playing cards or dominoes.
The only thing left for me to do next was to make my way to the Marlborough
road exit where I could indulge in a little trainspotting on the foot bridge
whilst eating a delicious ice cream bought through the window of the nearby
Parkside Café.
Happy memories! So far I have omitted the highlight of the year at the park.
This was the “Stockton Show” with its huge marquees, farm animals and machinery, flower, vegetable, cooking and craft competitions. This was a wonderland of images, sounds, smells and excitement for me as a young lad. Sadly, however, a slow but steady decline and neglect set in and as I grew older I
became annoyed and even angry by the parks deterioration.
After decades of neglect the park was in a mess, leading to vandalism and
abuse by certain members of the public. Consequently many people stopped
using it and I was most concerned for its future, but there was a glimmer of
light on the horizon when I heard on the National News that Lottery grants
would be available towards renovating Victorian parks. I contacted the Council immediately hoping that they would act quickly with a view to submitting a
bid.
Their response was promising even though the initial plans they submitted
were unsuitable due to having too many non-Victorian ideas. However, a revised plan was accepted and work commenced leading to the beautiful park
we enjoy today.
Once again we have a park to be very proud of and I wish “Friends of the
Park” every success in making sure that through their efforts and fund-raising
activities there will continue to be a wonderful, well maintained park for our
children and grandchildren to enjoy.
My appreciation and gratitude to you all! -

Bill Peake.
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The Eid Fusion Festival

(August 2014)

Planning began in February with FoRP Board members, the CWT and
Graham Reeves from Stockton Borough Council meeting to consider
the many factors involved, including funding, hiring a marquee, gazebos, a generator, overnight security, port-a-loos and providing entertainment. Obviously all this costs a great deal of money. We were able
to obtain grants from the Police Property Action Fund and the Tees Valley Community Foundation but this did not cover the total costs.
We soon realised that many people
would be coming from Middlesbrough
and beyond to join the Eid celebrations and that a Park and Ride system
would be needed. CWT had a contact
at Jennings Garage in Middlesbrough
who very kindly sponsored the Park
and
Ride, providing two mini-buses. The
CWT also provided six drivers who all
had to undergo proper checks on their
licences.
Our own Public Liability Insurance had
to be increased to cover the marquee
and all structural and other equipment
as well as the serving of food.
Funfairs, go-karts, unicycles, bungee trampolines and inflatables all had
to be booked well in advance. Punch and Judy, face painters and entertainers also had to be contacted very early on. We also try to get a variety of craft stallholders to come which does give the group some income and is a chance for local craftspeople to showcase their work.
Margaret Eglington organised the band and the drummers.
Posters and flyers were designed, printed and distributed. The press
were informed and we were ready to go.
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Volunteers put up the bunting and balloons on Saturday, a lovely day,
and on Sunday they turned up early to complete the preparations.
The great day arrived. It was fine at first but then at 12 o`clock the rain
started and gradually got heavier. The band was sent home, the five-aside football battled on for over an hour in pouring rain, the unicycles
cycled and the jugglers juggled in puddles on the tennis courts and the
fairground attractions called it a day. Only the climbing wall was kept
busy with adventurous children being
guided up by the soaking wet firemen.
Inside the marquee, Punch and Judy entertained, the magician worked his magic
and Zumba exercise gave people a chance
to work off the excesses of wonderful
Asian and our own café food.
Members from both communities, regular
loyal supporters of FoRP events, local councillors,
an MP as well as the Police Commissioner
all came to lend support. It was estimated
that about two thousand people attended
during the course of the day. An ITV crew
turned up to film the proceedings.

Brian, James Wharton M.P. Charlie, and Vicki
To hold an event of this size provided a massive challenge. We have already discussed with CWT what we need to improve on if we stage the
event next year. More importantly, we know we can work well with our
local CWT who have shown patience and understanding and have always
offered us superb hospitality laced with good humour.
Vicki Nicholson
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Eid Fusion Festival was a
storm for local communities.
The Community Welfare Trust (CWT) has been around for over 20 years
and we work with all communities in the Stockton area. We have a day
centre for older people every Tuesday at Marlborough House on Yarm
Road, we run ESOL classes on a Thursday and Friday morning and we
have a crèche on hand. Everyone is welcome to come in for a chat, cup
of tea or use the computer room.
This year we teamed up with FoRP to put on an Eid Fusion Festival to
celebrate the festival of Eid in conjunction with FoRP’s summer activities. We wanted to bring all the local communities together and celebrate their uniqueness as well as commonness.
Eid is normally celebrated at the end of Ramadan and this year it was in
the beginning of August. Both FoRP and CWT worked hard to bring together a lot of fun activities including henna hand painting, Asian food,
Punch and Judy, climbing wall and
much much more.
Despite all the planning, Atlantic
tropical storm Bertha had other
ideas. We ended up with a wet
festival but one that was a lot of
fun. Families and friends all turned
up to enjoy the festivities which
we moved into the marquee with
the fantastic support from Stockton Council. We’re a tough bunch
in the Tees Valley, a little weather didn’t hold us back and everyone
who came to the fair went home with happy memories and a full belly!
Everyone is welcome to attend the festival next year but we hope that
Bertha won’t come up again.
Mehmoona Mirsab Ameen
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Café Alterations?
When the “Ropner Park Pavilion “ was planned together with the other alterations to the park it was not envisaged that the cafe would become the busy feature that it is today.
The plan below shows that the kitchen was designed as a home kitchen to serve the needs of a community group.
A room for a warden`s office and male and female changing rooms
have never been used for the purpose.
The present day reality is that the kitchen is too small, the warden`s
office is crammed with fridges and freezers and FoRP uses much of
the space in the changing rooms for storing our equipment and the
likes of tombola items.
When we had a meeting with council officials in June, we pointed out
that the café in particular needed more space and that perhaps an
extension could help.
Much to our surprise this idea was accepted with enthusiasm and we
set off on a tour of the building to come to the conclusion that there
is much wasted space without the need to extend outwards.
The council is drawing up plans (at FoRP`s expense) to use the available space more efficiently. We may soon be looking for major fundraising!
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Barbara and Andy
Congratulations to our
hard working
Vice
Chair
Barbara, now
Mrs Charles, on her wedding to
Andrew on August 27th.
Because Barbara`s family lived in a
park lodge Barbara grew up with
Ropner Park as her garden. She has
since helped to bring pleasure to many
present day park users with her commitment to FoRP.
Barbara requested that wedding
photos were taken in the park and here is one of the newly weds on the
Ropner Park bandstand.

Welcome Stan
We are delighted to welcome Stan Taylorson
who joined the FoRP board at our AGM in June.
Stan has lived within 200 yards of Ropner Parkfor 26 years. He visits the park almost every day.
As well as his knowledge of the park, Stan brings
the experience of being a senior manager for
children's services in local government.
We have tested his enthusiasm by asking Stan to organise the volunteers at the Eid Festival. He did this with flair and competence.
Welcome aboard Stan.
Page 14

Notices
Ceilidh
At Stockton Cricket Club on Saturday November 1st. 7.30—11.00
Price £7
Live music with the Endeavour Ceilidh Band
Chilli Con Carne or Vegetarian option prepared by the Ropner Park Café
Bottle Tombola
Whisky Roll

Christmas fair
Trail Races

Sunday 14th. December

11.00—1.00

Sunday 1st March 2015 in Ropner Park

2km for youths and 5km for seniors as part of the winter series.
Registration is in the café from 9am .

Sunday Lunches in the café
The cafe is serving Sunday Lunches over the winter months

FoRP Craft Group
The craft group meets once a month in the café at 9-30. The days vary to
give everyone a chance of attending. As well as making craft products to
sell at our events. The group enjoys a good social scene.
Dates of the remaining meetings this year are:Monday 10th November Tuesday 9th December.

Life in the U.K. classes
CWT in conjunction with Stockton-on-Tees Achieve is holding classes in
Marlborough House to help people to adjust to life in the UK.
There are separate classes for men and women.
For details telephone 07788370255 or register at Marlborough House on
Thursday or Friday from 9-30 - 11.30.
Page 15

Website
www.forp.org.uk

Facebook
Friends of Roper park
Board Members
The board of Friends of Ropner Park is currently:
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Brian Scrafton
Barbara Charles
Gill Sowerby
June Robertson Whyte
Vicky Nicholson
Ann Day
Stan Taylorson

Please feel free to contact members of the Forp board with any
ideas for improving Ropner Park. You could well spot things
that we have missed.

Friends of Ropner Park Limited
PO Box 611 Stockton on Tees TS18 4WZ
Company No: 06247357
Registered Charity No: 1125093
Contact number: 01642 358888

