
Website 
www.forp.org.uk 

 
Our website continues to expand. We include photographs of all of our 
events as well as some of the magnificent displays in Ropner Park. If you 
would like to include interesting items or photographs, please contact us. 

 

Board Members 
The board of Friends of Ropner Park is currently: 
Chair    Brian Scrafton 
Vice Chair   Anne Day 

Secretary   Gill Sowerby 
Treasurer  June Robertson Whyte 
Trustee    Vicki Nicholson 
Trustee   Barbara Gill  

 
If you think you have a bit of time, a lot of enthusiasm and would like to have a 
say in how FoRP is run, why not think about becoming a trustee. More hands 
make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your 
community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a board member for 
more information. 

 

Friends of Ropner Park Limited 
PO Box 611 Stockton on Tees TS18 4WZ 

Company No: 06247357 

Registered Charity No: 1125093 
Contact number: 01642 358888 
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Chairman`s Ramble 
 

We hear a fanfare of trumpets! 
It is very nice to know that the efforts put in by FoRP committee, volunteers and cafe 
staff are recognised outside our own circle. We could not have been more delighted to 
receive the accolade as “Outstanding” at the R.H.S. Northumbria in Bloom It’s Your 
Neighbourhood community presentation evening. The cafe too has achieved its five star 
rating after being stuck on four stars for a few years. 
Well done us. 
 

Now a round up of the work that makes these achievements possible. 
  
Overview 
Our craft group and volunteers go from strength to strength. Our events become more 
ambitious each year and our finances are sound. The bad news is that from April onward 
the weather has been so unsettled that the cafe takings are well down on last year. How-
ever we are organised to weather (sorry) the storm. 
 
Finance  Split 
We now have separate accounts for the cafe and the volunteer work. This 
will enable us to monitor the cafe accounts and to decide how best to use 
our income from subscriptions and voluntary efforts. 
 
Cafe 
April was a wonderful month. Since then the winds and rain have been against us. We 
have also been without Ruth our cafe manager for some 
of this time, following her knee operation. However it is fair to say that she has always 
been available when we needed her advice. Our biggest challenge was the British Legion 
event in June when we catered for the public in the marquee as well as running the cafe.  
All of the staff and a number of volunteers were on duty that day and everything ran like 
clockwork. Thank you to everyone who helped, especially Lyndsey who not only did most 
of the organising but also begged and borrowed various catering items which we used in 
the Marquee. 
 
The take up for our Christmas Lunches was well down last year and we have altered the 
menu to make it more affordable in 2011. Details in the cafe and on the website. 
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Music 
Margaret Eglington has once again organised a full and varied programme for our 
bandstand concerts and events. However it is thanks to various sponsors that we have 
been able to provide a weekly series of Sunday concerts from June to September.  
 
Events 
Vicki Nicholson, Barbara Gill and the craft group do an amazing job of organising our 
three main events as well as smaller fund raising days. They have even found time to 
persuade sponsors to help us fund the hire of the gazebos from Stockton Council. The 
hanging basket project, organised by Anne Day shows our commitment to involve local 
residents 
 
Members 
We had a very successful members meeting in the cafe in July. Many and varied ideas 
were suggested as to how FoRP should operate. I have summarised the conclusions in 
another article and the full list of suggestions is detailed on our website. We’ve also 
made contact with members of the Asian community and they are very keen to be 
more involved in Ropner. We intend to have discussions with the Asian representatives 

over the next few months  

Sponsorship 
With the help of one of our members I tried unsuccessfully to obtain grants for our 
music programme. It was suggested that we should try to get sponsors. The Nisa store 
in Oxbridge, kindly put us on their “local charity” list. Then one Sunday afternoon I took 
a pile of letters and pushed them through letterboxes in the High Street. We received a 
positive response from the Yorkshire Bank while June used her charm to gain sponsor-
ship from Barclays Bank. Meanwhile, local sponsors are helping to cover the costs of 
gazebos at our events.  
 
Many thanks to all of the sponsors. A full list is included elsewhere in the newsletter 
and on our website. 
 
Thanks 
Thank you to all members of FoRP for your continued support. Your support is vital to 
keep us successful. It goes without saying that without the help of our volunteers, we 
could not operate at all. Our committee is only a group of six, but we have formed a 
very good team. I have not yet mentioned our secretary Gill Sowerby who not only has 
a hectic family life as well as fulfilling her secretarial duties and baking cakes for our 
events. Thanks to you all. There is at present a committee vacancy and we would cer-
tainly appreciate more male volunteers in our varied activities. 
 
Conclusion 
I know that our efforts are appreciated because of the many positive comments we 
receive in and around the park. However to be recognised by outside bodies as 
“Outstanding” and “Five Star” is quite simply the icing on the cake.      Brian Scrafton 
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Alfresco Dining 
The two tables that are now in situ outside the cafe have been well used 
over the summer. There are a further two tables, desperately needing a 
home. They  are at present stored in Ropner Park Garden nursery. We 
have had discussions with officials from Stockton Council and hope to 
bring these tables into use in the not too distant future. The manage-
ment say “Further work that has been scheduled for the park include 
two additional picnic tables, including a table suitable for disabled visi-
tors, that will be installed on to the tarmac hard standing where the re-
cycling bins are currently situated and these in turn will be relocated.” 

Fancy a Basket Madame? 
The hanging basket project returned again, this time bigger and better! We 
teamed up with the Shaw Trust and Kirklevington Prison to help supply bas-
kets, plants, compost and brackets to give to residents in Oxbridge and Hart-
burn. “Planting up sessions” were held over a period of two weeks where 
many residents (36 in total) came and claimed their free basket. Adults and 
children enjoyed the opportunity of seeing how to plant a good basket—Brian 
from the Shaw Trust was on hand to keep us right, and many of them were 
displayed throughout the summer. For many it was their first foray into gar-
dening, and we hope that the baskets can be reused next year.  
 
Oxbridge School also got their green fingers out, as we were able to give nurs-
ery and year 3 the opportunity to plant up the baskets for the school with the 
help of the park gardeners. 
Anne Day   

Hanging baskets at Oxbridge School and in the community  19 



Bandstand Music 
 

Sunday 25th. Sept. brought to a close this season`s bandstand concerts – to the 
disappointment of those regular audiences who would like them to go on for-
ever. 
Cloudy skies and heavy rain prevented only one performance, though some-
times it was touch and go. 
 
Variety is what people like and there was plenty.  Apart from the wonderful 
traditional bands, we heard Ceilidh, Blue Grass, Acoustic Guitars and the totally 
hilarious Bonzo Dog Ends. 
 
We now have more groups wanting to perform than there are weeks we can 
afford! Next year we would like sunny skies and more chairs. 
Margaret Eglington 

If you have any suggestions of groups or individuals who you think would make 

good entertainment on a Sunday, please get in contact. (Details on the back 

page)  

The Bonzo Dog Ends 18 

Friends of Ropner Park invite you to:Friends of Ropner Park invite you to:  

The Charity Christmas The Charity Christmas 

PartyParty  
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at 
Stockton Cricket Club 
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TTICKETSICKETS  £8.50£8.50  
AAVAILABLEVAILABLE   FROMFROM  RROPNEROPNER  PPARKARK   CCAFEAFE  

Live music by the Bonzo Dog Ends  

Includes superb buffet meal & raffle 
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History Log 
 

It was really her idea! 
Extracts from the “Supplement to the Northern Review”, dated October 7th. 1893 shed 
an interesting insight into the birth of Ropner Park. 
 

“...The Park Committee recommended the Corpo-
ration to buy the land known as Hartburn Fields 
which covered 86 acres and 26 perches. The price 
for it was £8,250. Other sites were discussed with 
considerable warmth, and the meeting stood 
adjourned till 18th. June 1890. 
Over this meeting the then Mayor  (Ald. T. Nelson 
J.P.) presided and at the commencement of the 
proceedings read out the following letter:- 
“Dear Mr. Mayor,- I think a park for a town like 
ours most desirable if not absolutely necessary, 
and I have, therefore, much pleasure in offering 
to pay the cost of the ground now under consid-
eration, provided the Council will undertake to 
lay it out tastefully and keep it                                           
up for ever.... R. Ropner” 
 
The reading of this letter caused a sensation of 
surprise and delight, for never before had such a 

princely munificence been exhibited in one gift to 
the town....The offer was accepted with cordial thanks. 
 
.On Thursday, the 5th. February 1891, the first freedom of the borough was presented 
to Major Ropner in an exquisite silver gilt casket. In the evening there was a brilliant 
assembly in the Borough Hall where Major Ropner was entertained to dinner. 
 
In response to toasts and eulogistic references to himself he has explained that he 
heard, when holidaying in the South, there was a likelihood of Stockton not obtaining a 
park unless it acquired the Hartburn Fields site, Mrs. Ropner suggested to him to pre-
sent the land to the town....So because of  Mrs. Ropner`s generous impulse, the town 
is as much indebted to her, as to Major Ropner for carrying it into effect. 
 

...The first sod in connection with the laying-out of the park was cut on the 25th. July 

1891 by Mrs. Ropner  who was presented with a magnificent large silver spade with 

ebonised shaft.” 

Major Robert Ropner 
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The crowds appreciated 
the good weather. (So 
did the stall holders!) 

The owls were a great attraction. 
They didn’t deliver any letters 
though! Children were able to 
have the photos taken with the 
owls as well as seeing them fly.  

Owl photos 
courtesy of 

Kevin Wilkinson  

17 



Harry Potter Fair: 16th October 

The fair was well supported by local residents and with the weather being so good, we 

couldn’t have asked for a better day. Many of the FoRP members got into the spirit of 

the afternoon, with many witches and student wizards. Thanks to everyone’s generos-

ity we raised over £1000 (before expenses) which will go towards future events, band 

concerts and new projects in the park. So, thank you to everyone who supported it, 

whether coming as a punter, stall holder or FoRP volunteer! 

The band, straight out of Hogwarts? 

Trainee witches and wizards, winners all! 16 

The Ranger Reports... 

 
Stockton’s tremendous recent success in achieving an overall gold award and 
the best city award in the annual Britain in Bloom competition, organised by 
the Royal Horticultural Society, has been widely publicised but special mention 
here has to go to Ropner Park, which is always a highlight of the judges’ visit to 
the area. Once again, the high standards of work maintained by the Grounds 
Maintenance team on site are very much appreciated - and already the flower 
beds are scheduled to be stripped in the coming weeks in preparation to be 
planted ready for the spring. 
  
Other works that have recently been undertaken include extensive bandstand 
roof repairs that were required following damage caused by high winds earlier 
in the summer.  Some minor works have also taken place to the Pavilion clock, 
which is also scheduled for servicing when the clocks go back at the end of Oc-
tober.  Elsewhere in the park, drainage repairs and improvements have taken 
place at the Marlborough Road entrance to alleviate flooding problems and this 
area will be monitored through the winter months.  It has also been identified 
that some of the park perimeter fencing requires painting and this will be 
scheduled into the ongoing work programme.  
 
Dave Askey, SBC 

Our hardworking gardeners and grounds men 5 



Trees and Wood  

Some trees in prominent positions had to be felled last winter because 
they had become diseased. We managed to salvage some of this wood 
and it is now resting in a corner of the Cleveland College of Art and De-
sign. I paid a visit to the college in September and was impressed with the 
imagination used to produce very professional works from mundane eve-
ryday objects. It will be interesting to see what the students and tutors do 
with our wood when it has dried out.  
 
The good news is that replacement of these trees will take place over the 
winter months, the replacements will probably be willow trees which 
should adapt to the conditions in Ropner Park. There had to be some bad 
news, didn`t there: more trees will have to be felled this winter for the 
same reasons. 
Brian Scrafton 

Wood from the diseased trees will be used to 
create something new! 
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Going for a spin in times gone by... 

Looking the part with a flat cap and a Victorian lady  
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And the Victorians Came to Promenade.... 
Members of Stockton’s Victorian Society Played their part in the park in the 
Britain in Bloom bid. Very proper, don’t you think? 

Posing in the Park  

Afternoon tea in the cafe  

14 

Rose Garden 
After lengthy and intense discussions with the park staff, ideas for the FORP 
garden (which have for example included a Sensory Garden and a Victorian 
Vegetable Garden) have come up against the constraints of Ropner Park's de-
sign and heritage definitions.  
 
So in the short term we have had to put all plans on hold until we can reconcile 
what we as FoRP and the general public would like to see, maintain, and be 
involved with, and what we are allowed to do within these restraints. So unfor-
tunately no progress has been made at all at the moment, hopefully this will 
change as we move forward towards the 2012 gardening season.  
 
We have taken a step back to consider our options, with hopefully another go 
at opening discussions with the park staff to move in a direction that we all 
agree to.  

Pauline Percival 

Sponsorship and grants 
 

Obtaining grants for our charitable causes has proved to be very difficult as 
money becomes tighter. We still have avenues to pursue when time permits 
but our efforts so far have produced...zero. 
 
We have been more successful in finding local sponsors. Our events and con-

certs have been sponsored by  Nisa Stores, Yorkshire and Clydesdale 
Bank and Barclays Bank. 

The Oxbridge Fish and Chip Shop The Oxbridge Hotel 

Hair by David Hatties Special Occasion Agency 

L T Motor Supplies M & M Tyres and Car Wash & Wax 

DDC Body Repairs More to be added 

Stockton Interiors  INNOV8Disposal 

Motortech Warren and Ash 

The Diamond Hotel Cafe 85, Yarm 

MD Vehicle Services A&K Garages 

Bell Joinery  Mr. Ralph, Utility Warehouse  
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Getting Crafty  
 

The Friends of Ropner Park craft group continues to thrive.  We meet about 
every month or so in the Café on various days of the week.  Ideas are shared 
and we have a go at a variety of crafts.  We produce craft items to sell at our 
next event in the Park and we always try  to work in advance and  be ‘season 
appropriate’   Money raised from our efforts go into the FORP fund and help to 
pay for things funded by FORP such as the Musical performances in the Park 
and the staging of events. 
 
In addition to the group who meet in the Café there are those who prefer to 
work at home and we are most grateful for the lovely things they produce.  If 
you feel you have some time to spare and you would like to produce items to 
donate to the cause we would be delighted to receive them.  Additionally we 
extend an open invitation to anyone interested to come along to the Park Café 
for one of our craft sessions, dates of which can be obtained from any commit-
tee member. 
 

Bernice Turnbull 

Christmas decorations made by the craft group  
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The amazing carpet bedding showpiece by the fountain 

RAF cadet band 

The Punch and Judy show; part of the entertainment 13 



The Poppy Party 
The Royal British Legion came to Ropner Park in the summer 
to celebrate their 90th anniversary. The park did them proud, 
and a good time was had by all.   

The parade up the main avenue in the park 

The Salvation Army Band 12 

What’s On 
 

Craft Group:  All meetings are at 9.30 - 11.30am at the cafe  
Friday 4th November 
Monday 28th November 
Tuesday 14th December 
 

Christmas Party: Saturday 10th December at Stockton Cricket Club. 
7.30pm, includes buffet, live music and raffle.  

 Tickets £8.50  
 
Christmas Fayre: Sunday 18th December at Ropner Park. 

11.00am—1.00pm, includes stalls, music, mince 
pies! 

 
If you would like to help or know more about any of these events please contact the 
café in the park on 01642 633767. 
 
By the way, we’re always on the hunt for good raffle and tombola prizes. So if you think 
you’ve got something that might make a good prize, then please drop it off at the cafe. 

Cafe 

I would like to thank all of our customers for their support during these past 
few months even though this summer wasn`t as promising as we would have 
liked. 
 
I have introduced some new items to our menu. A selection of warm pies and 
peas are on offer every day while we are serving hot meals twice a week. 
Monday is “pie day” served with potato and veg. and on Wednesday meat is 
the main item.  
 
I am delighted to say that our Christmas menu is now on display in the cafe 
and on the website and we are taking bookings for every Wednesday and Fri-
day in December. 
 
I would like to thank my staff for all the hard work, commitment and support 
they have given me over this past year. 
Thank you 

Ruth Ross,  Cafe Manager 9 



Aspects of the park and FoRP activities 
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Outstanding! 
Four of us travelled to Durham for the RHS Northumbria in Bloom “It’s 
Your Neighbourhood” awards in Durham. Barbara, June, Anne and my-
self. The event was held in the old town hall. What an impressive build-
ing! 
 
 All the community projects who registered with the scheme were 
graded from establishing through to outstanding, depending on what 
stage  of development Northumbria in Bloom judged them to be at. Al-
though we knew that we had been entered as part of the scheme, we 
weren’t sure we would get anything. We thought we might get a point or 
two for our hanging basket project and perhaps a minor prize.  
 
The awards were presented in alphabetical order. Photographs of each 
project were shown on the screen and details of the scheme were re-
lated to the audience. As in neared “R” we began to get nervous. When 
we were announced with an “Outstanding” mark the ladies went up to 
collect the certificate. I was supposed to take the photo but I was so ex-
cited I got the camera shakes. No matter, we`ll get the professional pho-
tograph later. 
 
Instead of simply judging us on the one project, the judges had taken 
into account all of our activities including the events, concerts and the 
quality of the cafe.  
 
After the ceremony, we (almost) jumped for joy. I am convinced that 
Barbara`s feet never touched the ground as we went back to the car 
park. “Outstanding” she said “Outstanding, Outstanding, Outstanding”. 
She was still ecstatic as she left the car and floated off into the night. The 
rest of us could be imagined to be keeping a dignified presence while all 
of this was going on. Not a bit of it. We all joined in, “Outstanding,  Out-
standing, Outstanding”. We certainly let our hair down that night. For 
me, it was on a par with Boro winning the Carling Cup. 
 
Brian Scrafton 
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