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Website 
www.forp.org.uk 

 
Our website continues to expand. We include photographs of all of our 
events as well as some of the magnificent displays in Ropner Park. If you 
would like to include interesting items or photographs, please contact us. 

 

Board Members 
The board of Friends of Ropner Park is currently: 
Chair    Brian Scrafton 
Vice Chair   Anne Day 

Secretary   Gill Sowerby 
Treasurer  June Robertson Whyte 
Trustee    Vicky Nicholson 
Trustee   Barbara Gill  

 
If you think you have a bit of time, a lot of enthusiasm and would like to have a 
say in how FoRP is run, why not think about becoming a trustee? More hands 

make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your 
community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a board member for 

more information. 

 
 
 

Friends of Ropner Park Limited 
PO Box 611 Stockton on Tees TS18 4WZ 

Company No: 06247357 
Registered Charity No: 1125093 
Contact number: 01642 614459 
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Patron:  
Sir John Ropner  

Chairman’s Ramble 
I am very proud to be part of the FoRP team that has achieved so much in the last year. 
With a relatively small band of volunteers we have raised the finance and provided 
entertainment and pleasure for large numbers of people on many weekends. We have 
also provided six extra benches around the bandstand, sharing the cost with Stockton 
Council. 
Thanks mainly to Vicki and Barbara and the craft group our events seem to grow each 
time and this year for various reasons we have included extra events. 
 
Events 
We don`t seem to need an excuse before the team swing into action and last year the 
Diamond Jubilee brought a response. We held a “Picnic in the park” on the Sunday of 
the jubilee celebrations. 
 
The Olympics presented us with two opportunities. We altered the timing of our con-
cert on the day the Olympic torch came to Stockton. South Bank Brass band played as 
the torch was carried along Hartburn Lane. Then we were asked to organize the band-
stand marathon event which marked the end of the Olympics. 
 

Café. 
Yet again the weather has not been kind. It is a simple fact that if the weather, or even 
the forecast, is poor very few people come into the park. Ruth, our café manager, 
keeps the café supplied with her own brand of home baking and the café staff have 
been magnificent in ensuring that the café ran smoothly during the times when it was 
quiet, as well as the hectic times during events and when the weather was good. 
 

Contacts. 
The Friends of Preston Park have approached us with a view to pooling ideas. We are 
arranging meetings with them and also the Friends of Newham Grange Park. 
 

Thanks 
It goes without saying that our activities would be severely limited without the work of 
our dedicated band of volunteers. Thanks to them our events have become even more 
ambitious and we manage to raise considerable sums to help to improve Ropner Park. 
Thanks also to those who wish to support FoRP simply by being members. I can assure 
you that your contributions are very important to us.  
Brian Scrafton 
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Christmas Fair  2012 
 

It was with some trepidation that we all approached the Christmas Fair. The weather in 
the week leading up to it had not been good so we were anticipating a grey, drizzly day. 
We couldn’t have been more wrong. Sunday 16th December 2012 was a fantastic day, 
cold but very bright and sunny. We were so lucky, just as we have been with all our 
events this year. 
 
The stalls, which had been decorated with Christmas bunting, looked superb. Our vol-
unteers had done a great job. Having it on the tennis courts kept it all together and 
made it easier for the café. 
 
Once again, members arrived early with cakes and other items for the stalls. We cannot 
thank them enough for all their 
contributions. The cake stall 
looked stunning and the quality 
of the cakes is getting better at 
every event. 
 
The “Old Glory” Jazz Band en-
tertained us in their inimitable 
style, while people browsed 
round the stalls and enjoyed 
hot fruit punch and Christmas 
cake. St. Peter’s choir, always a 
favourite, sang carols and cre-
ated a very relaxed, happy at-
mosphere. 

 
Father Christmas arrived 
looking very jolly. He listened 
and chatted to children when 
he must have been frozen. 
 
All in all we felt it was a very 
successful morning. We 
raised just over £1,300 and 
with expenses taken off the 
profit was almost £800. This 
was a tremendous effort by 
everyone involved. The 
money raised will go towards 
paying for band concerts in 
the       summer months. 
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          Becky                Louise           Gemma S          Gemma H 

Regular patrons of the Ropner Park café will recognize the smiling faces (above) of 
FoRP`s weekend staff. 
Soon, however it will be all change. All four girls, who attended Ian Ramsey School, 
have worked hard at their studies and will be leaving home to go to university in Sep-
tember. 
 
Becky went to Stockton Sixth Form College and is now following a Foundation year in 
Graphic Design at Cleveland College of Art and Design. 
Louise and the two Gemmas have been travelling to Darlington to Queen Elizabeth 
Sixth Form College and are all studying English Literature and French (each with an-
other subject alongside!) 
 
Providing the girls can achieve their predicted grades of A*s, As and Distinctions: 
Becky will be going to London to study Graphic Design at a top university. 
Louise will be studying French and learning Russian from scratch at Oxford 
Gemma S. is heading west to the University of Manchester to study English and French 
Gemma H. takes the route south to Cambridge where she will study English. 
 
Well done girls! We’ll be sorry to see you go but we wish you every success in your fu-
ture careers. We would like to think that working in the café has added to your educa-
tion in a true working environment. 

Moving On 
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Three Great Years in the Café 
 

I’d had huge dreams of working in the Ropner Park café as a small child ever 
since my grandma Vera Skipp began volunteering weekly in the kitchen 
about ten years ago. Once I was old enough, and after she had sadly passed 
away, I followed in her footsteps and started serving endless cakes, making 
mountains of coffees, and serving the wonderful people of Stockton each 
weekend – it has now been almost three years, and I have loved (almost!) 
every minute. 
 
Working in the community and seeing the same friendly faces each week is 
always a huge joy, and seeing children with their parents and grandparents 
shows just how important Ropner Park and the café are to everyone in our 
area all year round. It’s always lovely to know how everybody is doing and 
what they fancy for a treat that weekend, even when I’ve been very jealous 
of all the sunbathing and sledging I can see through the window whilst we 
slave away making the food! That’s probably the only downside, except 
when we have a huge queue of rumbling stomachs in front of us, or when 
somebody asks for a tray of chips… I have considered getting a tattoo which 
states “We don’t serve chips!” emblazoned on my forehead! Of course, it’s 
always worth it to see the smiling faces and hear the wonderful praise - 
Ruth’s amazing cakes and our great pie and peas are big winners, and now 
we’ve begun serving Sunday dinners we’re more inundated with compli-
ments than ever! 
 
Every day is enjoyable for all of us in the café, and we hope to always offer 

the absolute best service possible for all of our customers. Sadly, it’s time 

for me and some of the other weekend staff to start moving on – we’re off 

to university in September so soon have to leave the café behind. Maybe, 

when we come back home, we’ll be the ones sunbathing and sledging and 

have somebody else making our coffee for us! 

Gemma Sowerby 
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Sunday 28th April 

1.30pm - 4.00pm 
Carnival Funfairs 

Live Music from the Bandstand 
Morris Dancing 

 Tombola 
Children’s crafts  

FoRP crafts 
Cakes and Preserves 

 Coconut Shy 
Children’s games 

Children’s activities 
 

Fun for Everyone! 

New for 2013: 
Aroha 2 Aloha 

Dance Performance  

Don’t forget to bring 

your Easter Bonnet for 

the parade! 
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Oak Tree Planting Monday, 3rd December 2012 
The location of the new oak tree is just a short distance from the 

bandstand. The back of the café can be seen in the distance. Below 

are the words from which Stockton`s mayor Counc. Lynne Apedaile 

used in her blog to describe the significance of the day`s ceremonies. 

 
Starting in John Whitehead Park, I met representatives from the armed forces and the 

British Legion to plant the first of three trees across the Borough, for Queen Elizabeth II 

Diamond Jubilee. The first tree was for the Army and Care For Your Area staff had al-

ready dug the hole for the royal oak to be lifted into. Shovels in hand we scooped up 

some compost and posed for photos while the British Legion raised their Standards. 

We repeated the ceremony in Ropner Park for the Royal Navy and again in Thornaby, 

near the memorial, for the Royal Air Force. 

A lovely event to recognize our armed forces, I’ll keep an eye on the trees in future 

years!      Counc. Lynne Apedaile  

The Mayor planting the tree with the British Legion  
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Strolling Along 
 
FoRP organised a charity walk in the park on Sunday February 24th.in aid of the Mac-
Millan Nurses. 

 
Despite the snow of the previous day, flurries on the Sunday morning and a forecast of 
dire wind chill almost a hundred people registered for the walk. To that can be added 
children and dogs.  

 
Vegetable soup and a roll was served afterwards, welcome heat for the walkers. 
Registrations, donations and sponsorship together with the proceeds of the cake stall 
brought the total to £1,000 with still some sponsorship money to come." 

 
Everyone agreed that this had been well worth the effort, supporting such a good 
cause, but if "The Friends" organise another charity walk, perhaps it should be in the 
summer! 
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Cool Running: Ethiopian wins 5k. Trail Race 

Friends of Ropner Park worked with officials from Stockton Coun-
cil to organise the race, which was held on Sunday 3rd. February. 
The cafe was open early for registrations and refreshments but 
after the race, runners queued up to enjoy a hot cuppa or a soup. 
 
141 contestants turned up from many parts of the area. This was 
the highest number of entrants in the series so far. Fortunately 
the ice, which had been dangerous the previous day, had just 
about disappeared. 
 
The race started and finished at the bandstand. The runners 
headed round the lake, and then covered another two laps of the 
park before arriving at the fountain and coming down the finish-
ing straight to an enthusiastic welcome.  

From a bunched start it wasn`t long before the runners were in single file. One competi-
tor stood out a mile (or should I say 1.61 kilometres). From the start Wondiye Fikre In-
delbu was in a different class. As a paralympic athlete he gained a silver medal in the 
1500 metres in the T46 class at the London Olympics. In Ropner Park he finished over a 
minute ahead of Gary Grounds from Billingham Marsh House Harriers with Andy Davies in 
third place. 
 
The ladies event was won by Abie Hearman with Sarah Black second and Erin Pearson 
third. 
 
The feedback was very 
positive both from the 
runners and the council 
representatives so it is 
likely that there will be a 
repeat next year. There is 
also the possibility of a 
charity run in Ropner Park 
in the summer. 
 
Brian Scrafton 
 

The winner: Wondiye Fikre  

Raring to go, at the start! 
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The Ranger Reports: 
Spring 2013 
 

Since October 2012, Stockton Borough Council’s Care for Your Area section have 
been worked closely with STEPs to employ three individuals who are being sup-
ported under their Youth Initiative Project in Stockton. The STEPs Supported Em-
ployment Service identified and selected the three individuals, who all demon-
strated keen interest in working outdoors and had been taking part in volunteer-
ing and placements in other organisations. The three individuals are now working 
alongside Stockton Borough Council’s regular Park Keeper as Assistant Park Atten-
dants under a one year contract, which will enable them to gain both skills and 
experience to assist in securing permanent employment.  
 
We are now entering the second year of the dog control policy at Ropner Park 
and there is information in the notice boards throughout the park and at the pa-
vilion. Regular dog walkers are reminded that the ‘dogs on leads’ areas have been 
introduced to balance the needs of all users of the park - and that you are re-
quired to ‘pick up’ after your dog wherever it is.    
 
Maintenance work is continuing throughout the park, which currently includes 
some repairs to the ‘metflex’ surfacing around the fountain as and when the 
weather permits. Similarly, the external painting of the pavilion building will take 
place when conditions are suitable and there’s been further drainage repair 
works carried out around the Marlborough Road / Balmoral Terrace area. Work 
will continue to restore the blower system on the lake over the coming months, 
which was damaged during last year`s flooding. You may notice that the system is 
not operating at all at the moment, although this will not cause any significant 
problems. 
 
The Grounds Maintenance team have been busy with the shrub beds throughout 
the winter months, although they will soon turn their attention to the flower beds 
which will be planted up to the usual high standards - although no ‘theme’ for the 
main bed at the fountain has as yet been agreed at this time. Once again, Stock-
ton, Thornaby & Billingham have all been entered into the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s Northumbria in Bloom competition, as well as Stockton-on-Tees being 
invited to enter into this year’s Britain in Bloom competition. Ropner Park always 
proves to be a highlight of the judges’ tour of the area and plays a key role in the 
ongoing success celebrated in the competition.   
 
David Askey – Jan 2013 
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Photos: Fun in the Snow 

Olivia Fiztsimons by her snowman 

Xanthe Baker’s Daughter and snowman 

Posing by the big snowman in the park! 
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Come on Board 
 

FoRP came into existence in 2002, just over ten years ago. In December, the committee 
held its one hundredth meeting. These are not necessarily important landmarks but if 
we pause for a moment they can act as a reminder of what has been achieved and to 
encourage us to think about where we go from here. 
 
In the beginning, the organization was formed to provide local knowledge to Stockton 
Council as plans were drawn up for the redevelopment of Ropner Park. Since then, our 
role has changed. As well as liaising with the council about problems or improvements 
in the park, we run the café, with a turnover of over £100,000 p.a. and organize the 
events and concerts throughout the year. 
 
For the last four years our committee has responded to all the challenges and, thanks 
to the help of our volunteers, our membership has also increased to over 150. 
 
But we are still one short of our full strength on our committee. If you, or someone you 
know, is interested in joining our committee, please let us know and we can discuss the 
details. New ideas and new skills would be very much appreciated. Life on the board is 
not a hardship and can be very rewarding. 
 
Please think about it! 
 

Current members of the board: 
 

Brian Scrafton: Chairman 

June Roberson Whyte: Treasurer Vicki Nicholson: Trustee 

Gill Sowerby: Secretary Anne Day: Vice Chair 
Barbara Gill: Trustee 
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Craft Group 
 

When my family were small I was so glad of Ropner Park. After pushing 
a pram of little ones and shopping from the town it was lovely to sit in 
pleasant surroundings, let the children play, and get my breath back be-
fore huffing and puffing back to Hartburn Village.  
 
Now I like to think that I am giving something back to the park by be-
coming a member of FoRP and eventually the craft group. Not only do 
we help to create some lovely crafts, we also learn from one another. 
The ideas that fly around are endless. What a happy, productive band 
we are! Why not try us sometime. I am sure that you would enjoy it as 
much as I do. 
 
Heather Lee 

 

Forthcoming Events for 2013 

 
Spring Fair – Sunday 28th April, from 1.30 – 4.00pm 

 
Picnic in the Park – Sunday 14th July 1.00 - 5.00pm 

 
Autumn Fair – Sunday 29th September, from 12.30 – 3.00pm. 

 
Christmas Fair – Sunday 15th December, from 11.00am-1.00pm. 

 

Craft Group Meetings 
 

Our craft group meets once a month in the café from 9.30-11.30am.  
Next meeting is on 11th  April 

 
Future meetings will be posted on the notice-board outside the café and 

on our website.  
 

If you would like to know more about any of these events please con-
tact the café in the park on 01642 633767. 

 

 7 The Clarks with the biggest snowballs in the world! 

Snow and sunshine by Xanthe Baker 
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ROPNER PARK – MY STORY 
 
My parents moved to Fairfield in 1951 from Middlesbrough, mainly to be nearer my 
fathers work at Ashmore, Benson and Pease in Bowesfield Lane, and although Hillcrest 
Avenue was at that time on the periphery of the urban development, with many 
houses still under construction, it didn’t take us long, as a family, to discover the de-
lights of Ropner Park. 
 
We didn’t have a car so in common with many families in the area the park was where 
we spent our recreational time in Spring, Summer and early Autumn, it was invariably 
sunny in those days or that’s how it seemed to a small curious boy playing with my par-
ents and older brother Barry. 
 
It was a different place in those days, a lot more formal, and presided over by the 
“Parky” so you didn’t dare venture off the paths but there was a lot to see with the 
animal enclosure and aviary, the formal rose garden, band stand, bowling Green, tennis 
courts and open air theatre. However, as with most small boys the lake was my favour-
ite place to visit with a fishing net catching “stickle backs” and proudly displaying them 
in a jam jar. 
 
When I grew older Barry and I would be allowed to venture to the park on our own and 
there was plenty to explore, taking our sandwiches and bottle of lemonade we could 
spend the day fishing, playing on the swings and generally exploring “the jungle” with 
our vivid imaginations, often coming home soaking wet having fallen into the pond. 
 
As I attended Oxbridge School and they didn’t have playing fields, other than having to 
walk to Grosvenor Road, we often spent our PE lessons playing football in the Park, 
remember there was no mixed classes in those days so we boys could concentrate on 
our passion for the game under the supervision of Mr. Mallon. When inter school 
sports days were approaching that’s where we practised. Coming home with caked 
mud on your clothes and knees was a regular occurrence. 
 
In the winter we ignored our teachers and parent’s advice and would venture out onto 
the edges of the frozen lake scurrying back when we heard the inevitable cracking of 
the ice. I can’t remember if anyone actually fell through but the rowing boat tethered 
to the bank was always a good target for the adventurous. 
 
Although I was in the audience at the open air theatre at a number of shows I do re-
member on one occasion performing as an acrobat along with my brother and fellow 
members of The Eastbourne Boys Clubs gymnastic team and one of the team went on 
to join the Moscow State Circus following this performance. 
 
Ken Lupton 
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Membership Recruitment 
 

On the day we held our Christmas Fair in the park, Bernice and I enjoyed speak-
ing to members of the public who had come along to enjoy the festive atmos-
phere and browse the various stalls. 
 

On our FoRP promotion stall we gave out information about our craft and cof-
fee morning meetings and explained to people that the money raised at our 
various events is put to good use by paying for the bands that play on a Sunday 
during the summer and other ongoing projects that are planned for the future. 
 

Several people showed a lot of interest in what we did and signed up there and 
then to become “Friends of Ropner Park”. 
We are pleased to say that our membership has now reached 150 and we look 
forward to adding to that number in 2013. 
 

Kate Loughran 

Bandstand Concerts 2013 

June 9th. The Endeavour Ceilidh Band 

June 16th. The Broken Broadcast, John and the Ragmen,  
Genetic Rejects (Acoustic) 

June 23rd. Hurworth Concert Band 

June 30th. Phil Donegan and Friends 

July 7th. South Bank Brass band 

July 14th. Picnic in the park and Bandstand Marathon 

July 21st. North Skelton Band 

July 28th. Middlesbrough Jazz and Blues Orchestra 

August 4th. Cleveland Police Band 

August 11th. BCT Kids, Beth Coates, Phil Wing/Eden 

August 18th. To be arranged 

August 25th. To be arranged 

Sept 1st. Salvation Army Band 

The band concerts are organised and paid for by Friends of Ropner Park 


