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Website 
www.forp.org.uk 

 
Our website continues to expand. We include photographs of all of our 
events as well as some of the magnificent displays in Ropner Park. If you 
would like to include interesting items or photographs, please contact us. 

 

Board Members 
The board of Friends of Ropner Park is currently: 
Chair    Brian Scrafton 
Vice Chair   Anne Day 

Secretary   Gill Sowerby 
Treasurer  June Robertson Whyte 
Trustee    Vicky Nicholson 
Trustee   Barbara Gill  

 
If you think you have a bit of time, a lot of enthusiasm and would like to have a 
say in how FoRP is run, why not think about becoming a trustee? More hands 

make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your 
community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a board member for 

more information. 

 
 
 

Friends of Ropner Park Limited 
PO Box 611 Stockton on Tees TS18 4WZ 

Company No: 06247357 
Registered Charity No: 1125093 
Contact number: 01642 614459 
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Newsletter: Spring 2012 
50p to Non Members,  

Registered Charity: 
1125093 

 
Patron:  
Sir John Ropner  

Chairman’s Ramble 
It all depends on the weather! On a good day, the ramble is very enjoyable. Choose the wrong 

swing of the barometer and the ramble becomes an uncomfortable outing. So it is with FoRP.  We 

don`t need a log of last year`s rainfall and sunshine records to determine the monthly climate. We 

can simply look at our various FoRP records and there it is in black and white (with a little bit of 

interpretation). 

Cafe becalmed in summer 

Our daily record of cafe income shows that April was a wonderful month. Our best month by far in 

2011.  A good start to our financial year.  It didn`t last. Our income halved in May. An “Iffy” summer 

and autumn followed, but at last a mild winter with some glorious fine days brought a smile to our 

treasurer. We are holding our own financially but a “barbecue summer” would be very welcome.  

In the cafe the new, more affordable Christmas menu was well received. With an earlier start to the 

bookings and advertising we hope to increase the take up this year. Ruth is continually tweaking 

the menu and trying new dishes. Her pies, initially introduced for the British Legion event in June 

are selling like.....well..... like hot pies. 

Fair weather for events 

We were fortunate that the weather gods smiled on us for our three events. Each one of them had 

perfect conditions for the time of year. Our events team worked very hard to gain sponsorship for 

the gazebos at these events and as a result we made a profit on all three. Other articles explain 

what we hope to achieve with this money. 

 

Make your own sunshine 

I would like to thank our volunteers and craft group for the work that goes into all of our activities. 

Perhaps the Craft Group article by Heather Lee captivates the feeling that by putting something 

into FoRP, you receive plenty of enjoyment and satisfaction in return. 

Thank you also to all of the members of the committee. They all fulfil their committee roles but also 

add much more. It goes without saying that we could always do with more help, even in a small 

way. If you can spare a small amount of your time, you will find that your commitment is returned 

with interest. In the present financial climate you don`t often read that.  

Brian Scrafton 



 

 2 

Indian Spice 

Members of Forp were given an Indian cookery lesson by Judge in Janu-

ary. There is no doubt that everyone enjoyed both the experience and 

the food. Weather permitting Judge will have a stall at the Spring Fair 

together with other members of the Asian community who will be bring-

ing the flavour of a different culture to our event.  
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Entertainment from the Bandstand 
We are still putting the summer bandstand programme together but 

we’ve just got news in that the programme will kick off on June 10th 

with the Billingham Silver Band. The vision for this year is to use a wider 

number of local groups, from bands, choirs through to other outdoor 

entertainment - don’t forget to get your dancing shoes on for the Zumba 

class! 
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A Brief History of Street Parties 
 
With this being the year of our present Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, there will be 
many people celebrating the event by holding street parties. 
 
Street parties have a long history in the UK although mainly in England and Wales. 
The tradition of street parties really took off on a larger scale in 1919. They were 
held in July as ‘Peace Teas’ as a genuine celebration of the signing of the Versailles 
Peace Treaty after the First World War. They were tea parties that were focussed 
on a special treat for children in those times of hardship and were quite formal sit 
down affairs. Most street parties these days are held to celebrate Coronations or 
Jubilees of kings and queens. 
 
Many of you may have your own memories of street parties or you may have been 
told about them from parents and grandparents. My grandmother who lived in 
West Hartlepool (now Hartlepool) remembers having a street party to celebrate 
the Jubilee of King George V. Everyone in the little terraced street baked food for 
the occasion and somehow, long tables were produced to put the food on. The chil-
dren were given Union Jacks, as they were called then, as a souvenir. 

Some of you will have taken part in such a party to celebrate the Coronation of our 
queen. The only one I have been to was in Brisbane Grove in Hartburn in 1977 
which was held to celebrate the queen’s Silver Jubilee. These ‘parties’ have become 
a popular tradition as they are a good way of people coming together with others 
in their neighbourhood. 
 
Vicki Nicholson 
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Sunday 1st April  

1.30pm - 4.00pm 
Carnival Funfairs 

Willow Creek Band 
Morris Dancing 

 Easter Egg Tombola 
Tombola 

Children’s crafts  
FoRP crafts 

Cakes and Preserves 
 Coconut Shy 

Name the Bunny 
Hunt the Bunny 

 Egg rolling and much more! 

New for 2012: 

Indian food stall! 

Don’t forget to bring 

your Easter Bonnet for 

the parade! 
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Christmas Fayre 2011 
 
Here we were again: nearly Christmas, Sunday morning 18th December, 
FORP Christmas event and NO SNOW! Wow!  After the last 2 years of 
heavy snow, this is great. Just a lovely bright cold winter morning. We 
had lots of people to help get the stalls set up ready for the opening at 
11am. 
 
Our stalls all looked lovely and festive! We had to spread out into the 
tennis courts to give us more room around the café. We had our crafts, 
ideal gifts, cake and produce to make the mouth water. Hot punch and 
mince pies warmed our many visitors and tombola with lots of exciting 
prizes tempted them to try their luck.  
 
The Shaw Trust had a stall with Christmas wreaths and table decorations 
and demonstrated how they are made. Our friends from Newham 
Grange Park were selling festive candles. 
 
Music was provided by The Old Glory Jazz band which, together with 
carol singing from St Peters choir, created a lovely atmosphere. Last but 
not least Father Christmas attended to listen to the children`s requests. 
 
This year we had a new attraction a parade of dogs all dressed up in fes-
tive costumes this was well attended. As they paraded around the tennis 
court area, it was judged by one of our volunteers. 
 
All in all a very successful morning a really good turn out raising over 
£1000.00 for our funds to help stage more events and also to put on the 
band concerts for the summer months. Watch out for the posters in the 
notice board at the side of the café for what’s coming up. 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to our volunteers for their help at 
events and craft mornings and also to the people who attend our events 
and support us. 
 
Barbara Gill 
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Lo and behold! There it was on the Ropner Park lake in December. 
The setting is similar but the experiences were totally different. In Singapore, I 
had to keep dodging thunderstorms on a hot, humid day. The Ropner Park 
photo was taken on the day of our Christmas Fair. There was not a cloud in the 
sky and it was crisp, clear and bright. 
 
In the water, conditions were totally different too. Swimming around the Singa-
pore Lake were hundreds of huge multicoloured koi carp. Unfortunately the 
water was so green I could only see them when they came up to the surface. In 
contrast I could see every stickleback in the clear waters of the Ropner Park 
Lake.  
Brian Scrafton 
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Home and Away 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Swan kept following me around! in November it was swimming on 
“Swan Lake“in the Botanical Gardens, when we visited the family in Singa-
pore.  
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The Royal Record 

 

This incredible record details all the tree planting undertaken by thou-
sands of schools, communities and individuals in 1936/7 to celebrate 
the coronation of King George 6th.  

The Woodland Trust is making available packs of trees to commemorate 
the Queen`s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. These may be too frail for the 
council to plant in Ropner Park but nevertheless this idea is being con-
sidered.  
 
In the meantime, the trees that had to be felled last winter are being 
replaced and should have been planted by the time you read this news-
letter. Because they are mature trees, the planting did not lend itself to 
schools involvement. 
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Members` Wishes 
 

We held a very successful members meeting in the park cafe in July last 
year. 
Many suggestions were made and some criticisms too. The committee 
have been aware of the wishes of the members and have done their best 
to incorporate them into our activities. 
 
Here are just a few of the changes:  

Christmas Lunches in the cafe were much more successful this time by 
simplifying the menu and reducing the cost. 

 
More advertising and sponsorship helped to make our events success-
ful. The need for a P.A. system became apparent at the Christmas Fair 
when we had no microphone for the mayor to give his speech. With 
the help of sponsorship, we have now bought one. 

 
The hanging basket project will continue but our financial input will be 
reduced..A joint project with Stockton Council will see more perma-
nent seating. 

 
We are beginning to include the Asian Community in our events. 

 
The nearest we can get to “Last night of the proms” at the moment is 
our plan to celebrate the Queen`s Diamond Jubilee with a “Party in 
the Park” on Sunday June 3rd. 

 
There are many more ideas from this meeting that we have attempted 
to implement.  A full list is available on the website. We intend to con-
tinue this dialogue with you, our members, who can help to decide 
which directions FoRP should take. 
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Craft Group 
 

When my family were small I was so glad of Ropner Park. After pushing 
a pram of little ones and shopping from the town it was lovely to sit in 
pleasant surroundings, let the children play, and get my breath back be-
fore huffing and puffing back to Hartburn Village.  
 
Now I like to think that I am giving something back to the park by be-
coming a member of FoRP and eventually the craft group. Not only do 
we help to create some lovely crafts, we also learn from one another. 
The ideas that fly around are endless. What a happy, productive band 
we are! Why not try us sometime. I am sure that you would enjoy it as 
much as I do. 
 
Heather Lee 

 

Forthcoming Events for 2012 

 
Spring Fair – Sunday 1st April, from 1.30 – 4.00pm 

 
Picnic in the Park – Sunday 3rd June 12.00 - 4.00pm 

 
Autumn Fair – Sunday 14th October, from 1.00 – 3.00pm. 

 
Christmas Fair – Sunday 16th December, from 11.00am-1.00pm. 

 

Craft Group Meetings 

 
Our craft group meets once a month in the café from 9.30-11.30am.  

 
Next meeting is on Tuesday 20th March 

 
Future meetings will be posted on the notice-board outside the café and 

on our website. 
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The Ranger Reports... 

Last year Stockton-on-Tees was announced ‘Britain in Bloom gold medal 
winners’ for the second time. This success has led to an invitation from 
the RHS (Royal Horticultural Society) for Stockton to take part in the 
prestigious 2012 Britain in Bloom ‘Champion of Champions’ Finals. This 
will provide us all once again with the opportunity to showcase our 
achievements in environmental awareness, community participation and 
of course horticultural excellence. Ropner Park will of course play a big 
part in showing off what Stockton has to offer and the official visit to the 
park is always a highlight of the judging tour. 
 
Floral displays will also play a large part in celebrating the Olympic 
Games and Ropner Park will be sporting the official Olympic colours this 
year. In order they are, pink, orange, blue, yellow, purple and green. The 
council’s Grounds Maintenance team will be planting all the flower beds 
in the park in these colours - a grand total number of 34,193 plants! 
There will also be a carpet bed and decorative floral structures symbolis-
ing the Olympic Games. 
 
Winter and spring tree works in the park provisionally include the addition 
of six weeping willows to be planted around the lakeside following the 
removal of the dying and unsafe trees last year. The spring replanting will 
also include any other trees that have been lost recently on a 1:1 basis, 
although for the time being this will not include the whitebeam that was 
lost in high winds close to the bandstand as this is part of a different pro-
gramme of works for the avenue trees. 
 
Regular visitors will also appreciate the improvement works to the drain-
age to the north eastern corner of the park. The original drainage system 
has been upgraded and some extra drainage pipes put in – although in 
part the recent flooding problem was down to a blocked NWL sewer and 
not the park drainage itself. There has also been some early discussion 
regarding the installation of further seating around the bandstand and the 
perimeter railings are being painted starting along Hartburn Avenue, with 
the railings around the play area also having been scheduled to be 
painted this year. 
 
The consultation on the potential Dogs Policy is also scheduled to take 
place with park users over the coming months, although regular visitors 
will be kept well informed of any proposals as part of the consultation 
process. 
 

David Askey, SBC 
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Introducing: FAMILIES  FORWARD 
 
“Families Forward” is a voluntary group of parents and carers who are 
looking to promote childrens services across Stockton. They are based at 
the Sunrise Centre (Sure Start)  on Yarm Road. 
 
The craft group met Sophie Stocking (Chairperson) and Alex Hunt (Vice 
chairperson) at our late January meeting where we were given a very 
good presentation of the group’s aims. They are very keen to encourage 
involvement in the group’s activities from the wider community, by cre-
ating partnerships with key providers of children’s services eg. FoRP, the 
churches, libraries, Splash and the Arc. 
 
One of their ideas is to use the park to hold events such as exercise-
based fun days, craft sessions, picnics and treasure hunts. To start things 
off “Families Forward” will have a stand at our Spring Fair on Sunday 1st 
April, where they will have information about the group. They are also 
going to run a Treasure Hunt round the park for families and there will 
be other activities too. 
 
FoRP is looking forward to forging a close working relationship with 
FAMILIES  FORWARD. 
 
For further information please contact Sophie Stocking on: 07795 
568130 or Alex Hunt on:  07947 310068 
 
Vicki Nicholson 
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Lead Me On 

 
A generation ago, we remember notices informing members of the public that 
their dogs must be kept on leads within Ropner Park. That ruling seems to have 
been relaxed in recent years. Unfortunately this relaxation seems to be leading 
to more problems.  
 
On one weekend in February a loose dog is said to have attacked another dog 
and also caused its owner leg injuries. Another dog fell through the thin ice on 
the lake and had to be rescued by the fire brigade. 
 
Naturally all of these incidents are reported to the council. 
 
We would like to hear your opinions as to whether dogs should be kept on 
leads or if you are satisfied with the present situation.Please let us know your 
thoughts on    forpchairman@talktalk.net or leave a letter in the cafe. 

New Sound System 
 

We’d like to thank our Local Nisa Store run by John Stephenson, for their gener-

ous donation of £500 which has allowed us to buy a new P.A. System for the 

band stand and our other events. This means we can have a greater variety of 

acts and entertainments for the bandstand programme and we’ll be heard bet-

ter at our events and other functions. Thank you! 

 

mailto:forpchairman@talktalk.net

