
Website 
www.forp.org.uk 

 
Our website continues to expand. We include photographs of all of our 
events as well as some of the magnificent displays in Ropner Park. If you 
would like to include interesting items or photographs, please contact us. 

 

Board Members 
The board of Friends of Ropner Park is currently: 
Chair    Brian Scrafton 
Vice Chair   Anne Day 
Secretary   Gill Sowerby 
Treasurer  June Robertson Whyte 
Trustee    Vicky Nicholson 
Trustee   Barbara Gill  

 
If you think you have a bit of time, a lot of enthusiasm and would like to have a 
say in how FoRP is run, why not think about becoming a trustee. More hands 
make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your 
community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a board member for 
more information. 

 

Friends of Ropner Park Limited 
PO Box 611 Stockton on Tees TS18 4WZ 

Company No: 06247357 
Charity No: 1125093 

Contact number: 01642 358888 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter: Spring 2011 
50p to Non Members,  

Registered Charity: 
1125093 

 

Patron:  
Sir John Ropner  

Chairman`s Ramble 
Overview 
Since putting our last newsletter to bed we have held our Christmas fair, enjoyed a 
Christmas party at Stockton Cricket Club and have put in a lot of background work pre-
paring for the coming spring and summer. The craft group is meeting regularly 
throughout the year. Dates are included inside. 
 
Fund Raising 
I suspect that many voluntary organisations such as ours are finding it difficult to raise 
finance in the current financial climate. As well as subscriptions from our members, we 
have relied on income from coffee mornings and events. Our main expenditure on the 
voluntary side is in paying for the summer band concerts. 
 
Our coffee mornings in the Parish Church Hall have been very successful in the past but 
gradually they have produced diminishing returns. We have decided that the coffee 
morning on Sat March 5th. will be the last one. The craft group will continue to make 
and sell their goods while other ideas are also being considered. A new innovation was 
our Christmas party at Stockton Cricket club which raised over £700. 
 
Cafe 
Trading in the cafe has also been very difficult this year. Month for month our income 
has been down on the previous year. It will be a close call, but despite reduced income 
in this financial year, we hope to be near break even point at the year end. 

Since my appointment as chairman in 2009, we have been fortunate that our staff have 
been very loyal. However it is not surprising that our younger workers have found 
themselves jobs offering more hours, while our older employees (from the original 
volunteers) are reducing their commitment. Thank you all wholeheartedly for the 
pleasant and efficient service that you have provided. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to welcome the new members of staff. 
 
Continued on next page... 

 



Chairman’s Ramble Continued.... 
 
Music  sponsoring. 
Our attempts to obtain grants to support our music programme are proving very diffi-
cult in an extremely competitive field. Another possible way to fund some of the con-
certs would be through sponsoring. We have already approached a number of organi-
sations but this approach is in its infancy. Can anyone help us to further this idea? 
 
Events. 
Thanks to Barbara, Vicki and our volunteers we will be holding our three events as  
usual this year. 
 
Anne is organising the hanging basket project in Oxbridge. This is its second year. We 
felt that a number of people were put off by the fact that it was labelled as a competi-
tion last year so in 2011 we will simply encourage people to make their frontages as 
colourful as possible. We’re  also hoping to encourage residents on the Hartburn side 
of the park to participate. 
 
A further event will be held by the British Legion on Sunday June 12th to commemorate 
their 90th. anniversary. 
 
Talks are ongoing between Stockton Council and the organisers of “Parkrun” with FoRP 
representatives involved in an advisory capacity. Parkrun gives people the opportunity 
to do a timed run in a local park on a regular basis. “Parkrun” already happens in Albert 
Park in Middlesbrough every Saturday morning. It is possible we might be able to start 
one in Ropner Park, although this could require a number of volunteers. Any offers? 
 
Finance 
It`s always difficult to determine the true state of the finances until after the accounts 
have been audited. To make matters more easily understood we are arranging sepa-
rate accounts for the volunteer work and for the cafe. Our treasurer June Whyte, as 
always, guards every penny as though her life depended on it. She will be presenting 
these new accounts at the A.G.M. in June. 
 
Conclusion 
When I explain to people that I am chairman of FoRP they say, “Well it will have been 
quiet over the winter.” Surprisingly this has not been the case. Emails come in regularly 
with new ideas, photographs and observations, all of which are acted upon. The FoRP 
programme for 2011 is being planned and we try to raise money wherever we can. It is 
busy, but very rewarding. The work of FoRP does receive many favourable comments 
although we have to point out that we are not responsible for the flowerbeds! Thanks 
must go to the Council gardeners for producing such magnificent displays. 

 
Brian Scrafton 

Friends of Ropner Park   

and  

Stockton –on- Tees Borough Council 
 

Hanging Baskets in  
Oxbridge and Hartburn 

Hanging Basket Project 
2011 

 Do something positive in your community! 
 Make your area a prettier place! 
 Help your community win Britain in Bloom! 

Register your 
entry  by Friday 
3rd June. 
 
Watch out for the 
park workshops 
to help you put 
your basket to-
gether! 

 

So go on, have a go! 

 
Make your neighbourhood a brighter place! 

http://www.stockton.gov.uk/


Craft in the Park 
 
As a ‘Friend of Ropner Park’ I take part in the ‘Craft in the Park’ sessions, 
which take place in the park café on a monthly basis on various days. We 
meet from 9.30 for a couple of hours.  The idea is that we pool ideas and 
then produce the many craft items, which are sold at the main events in 
the park, organised by the ‘Friends’ 3 or 4 times a year.  Money raised is 
used to fund the entertainment provided in the Park during the summer 
months. 
 
Our get togethers are lively and fun with a great deal of laughter!  We all 
have different skills and there is always something you can help with 
although I have to say that my attempt at making birds from plastic eggs 
was a total disaster!!  We have knitted, sewed, glued and cut and had a 
great time along the way!  Coffee and scones are an important part of 
the morning as is chatting to members of the park who come in to the 
café. Visitors to the coffee often buy our wares ‘hot off the press’ which 
is a great encouragement.  I have made new friends and learned many 
new skills as well as being involved in promoting our wonderful park.  All 
levels of skill are welcome so I would urge you to come along and see 
what you think. The dates of the next sessions are: 
 
Wednesday 23rd March 
Monday 11th April 
Tuesday 17th May 
Wednesday 22nd June 
 
All 9.30-11.00am 
 
Bernice Turnbull 
 
 
 

Anyone interested in joining us will be made very welcome.  You can 
contact either Vicki Nicholson on 01642 648914 or Barbara Gill on 01642 
616854 for further information. 

Craft stall at the Christmas Fair 

Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net  

Ropner Park Easter Fair 

Friends of Ropner Park 
Present 

Sunday 17th April 2011 
2.00-4.00pm 

Featuring 

Music from the Bandstand! 

Easter Bonnet Parade 

Children’s Games! Face Painter! 

Homemade Cakes and Craft! 

Go Carts! 

Raffle and Tombola! 

Morris Dancers! 
And so much more!  

Another EGGCITING event by FoRP.... 
See you there! 



Let it Snow 
 

On Sunday, 19th December we held our annual Christmas Fair. In sub-zero tempera-
tures, plenty of snow and bright sunshine, it looked the perfect picture postcard scene.  
The gazebos were decorated with seasonal garlands of holly and evergreens and with 
Christmas bunting, all made by members of the craft group. The Old Glory Jazz Band 
livened things up with their inimitable lively music and St. Peter’s choir came and every-
one joined in with the singing of carols.  
The stallholders did a sterling job working for over two hours with frozen fingers serv-
ing our own FoRP crafts, home baked produce and traditional mulled fruit punch. Even 
Father Christmas managed to delight the children by getting there on foot. 
 
With all our events we try to reach families, visitors to the park, and our regular dog 
walkers and café users. Our aims are to raise money, raise awareness of the Friends of 
Ropner Park and for people to enjoy themselves. At the moment all the money we raise 
from such events goes towards providing Music in the Park during the summer months. 
I believe we are one of the only parks in the area to provide such regular band concerts. 
These give a great deal of pleasure to regular park users and visitors. 
 
At our Christmas Fair we raised over £400 which was remarkably good considering the 
weather that day.   
 
All future events, including our coffee mornings are now posted in the FoRP notice 
board at the side of the Pavilion café and on our website at www.forp.org.uk..  
 
Vicki Nicholson  

Lit up by the “Dog Ends” 

When I booked Stockton Cricket Club for a “Christmas Party”, it was suggested that this 
was a recipe for disaster. After I had booked the Bonzo Dog Ends to provide live music, 
without even having heard them play, they were ready to send for the doctor. ...But 
didn`t it turn out well. 

The original idea came about as a thank you to the musicians of “Simply Acoustic” who 
perform regularly at our Sunday afternoon concerts and who have helped us out on 
many occasions, often without charging a fee. 

The “Dog Ends” lived up to their reputation, lively, humorous and entertaining. The 
buffet, prepared by my wife Carol and Ruth, with help from the cafe staff and family, 
was an outstanding success. The raffle, all of the prizes being donated, brought in more 
money, so that at the end of the day we made a profit of more that £700 and what`s 
more, everyone seemed to enjoy it. 

“When is the next one?”  I was asked afterwards.  Riding on a wave of enthusiasm I 
have booked the hall and spoken to the band.  Put the date in your diaries ....Saturday 
10th. December.    Brian Scrafton 



Spring Time Blooms 

The park looks good throughout the 

year, with the changing floral displays 

and also the wild life. And especially 

now in the spring. 

 

Are there any budding photographers 

out there who might like to get to-

gether to take some snap shots? Per-

haps there might be the opportunity 

for people to get together and swap 

ideas and techniques? 

 

We’re always on the hunt for good 

photos to put in the newsletter and 

for the website. If you think you’d like 

to send some to us then please email 

them to: 

forpchairman@talktalk.net 

The Christmas Fair complete with four stalls, three musicians, two digni-
taries and a treasurer in a woolly hat! 
Photos courtesy of Brynn Harrison 



Snow Season 

The lake frozen 

Winter playground 

Picnic Tables 

“ A cup of coffee and a piece of Carrot cake please”. 

“Will you be sitting inside or taking it out?”. 

“Oh it`s a lovely day I`ll take it outside”. 

Then the balancing act begins as the customer tries to juggle a cup and a plate 

on a park bench. 

We are optimistic that this will soon be a thing of the past. Stockton Council 

has four trestle tables which need a little attention but which are looking for a 

good home. Hopefully two of these tables will be sited on a tarmac base near 

to the recycling bins. Not, perhaps, the most attractive spot in the park but if 

the tables can be in place before the summer, an extra amenity will have been 

provided relatively cheaply. 

The other two tables will eventually be placed in another part of the park. 

 

Flooded Paths 

When we have been conducting the “Greenstat” surveys on behalf of Stockton 
Council and asking park users what improvements they would like to see, the 
flooding near the bowling club came up as probably the most common com-
plaint. 
 
The recent unsettled weather has not helped, but the council are acting to im-

prove matters. Here is an excerpt from an email sent to FoRP on 23rd. Jan. “The 

gully machine was out on Friday clearing the gullies in the park near to the 

junction of Marlborough Road and Balmoral Terrace and the council are also 

looking at providing an additional gully in the area and at the same time the 

existing drainage pipes will be inspected for tree root damaged and replaced as 

required.” 

No need for wellies anymore.  

The latest news from the council is that both of these projects will be com-

pleted in the first half of April. 

 



 
 

News from the Park 

 

A busy few months lie ahead in Ropner now that the worst of the winter 

weather is behind us, although you are likely to have already seen the Coun-

cil’s Care for Your Area staff working on improvements and repairs around the 

park. All the shrub pruning work for the winter is now completed, as is the edg-

ing of footpaths and the meadow has been sown with poppy seed which 

should provide an excellent show of summer colour. The planting of the flower 

beds is being finished off and the first grass cutting of the year has been sched-

uled for the last week of March if the weather permits. 

 

You may have also noticed that several trees around the lake were felled dur-

ing the winter. This included two mature chestnuts and two lime trees and the 

ground is now being allowed to recover, before new soil is added into these 

areas for replanting with a robust species in the next planting season. A line of 

weeping willows are proposed which will provide a good amenity aspect and 

also tolerate the harsh winter conditions.  

 

Elsewhere in the park, the fountain is scheduled to be cleaned out before the 

painting is touched up and turned on again at the start of April. The bandstand 

painting will also be freshened up at the same time as the fountain and two 

picnic tables will be installed on the grassed area between the pavilion and the 

recycling bins. The problem with the drainage in the top corner of the park 

near to the lodge beside the bowls club will also be repaired and replaced as 

required before the summer 

 

All of this work will hopefully pay dividends when the park is inspected 

throughout the spring and summer.  The site has again been entered for a 

Green Flag Award and judges from the Royal Horticultural Society will be on 

site at formal visits throughout the year for both the Northumbria in Bloom 

and Britain in Bloom competitions. 

Photos courtesy of Michael Smith and Brynn Harrison 

Sun through the mist and snow 

Play time! 



Community Projects:  

 

Hanging Baskets of Oxbridge and Hartburn 

Yes, it’s back! After the moderate success of last year’s project, we’re at it again. The 
hanging basket competition is being widened to the Hartburn side of the park . Our 
aim is to get as many residents to get involved as possible so there have been some 
tweaks and changes: 

We’re dropping the competition element, as this seems to have put off many. How-
ever, the project will be entered as part of the town’s Britain in Bloom portfolio. 

We’re going to try and provide free baskets and brackets, plants and the opportunity 
to come along to the park to put your basket together, with help from other green 
fingered member’s of FoRP. Plans are afoot to have “planting up” sessions at the end 
of each of the roads in Oxbridge, one session per road, to invite residents along to 
plant up their baskets.  

We’re also applying for grant funding to help with the project and working with the 
Oxbridge Residents Association. Once again we will involve Oxbridge School as we did 
last year, which will help children feel involved.  

I’ll be setting up a facebook page where people can post pictures of their baskets, and 
we’ll be going round photographing all the baskets from the houses who take part. 
And here’s a thought: baskets don’t just have to be full of flowers, so how about hav-
ing a go at making an edible one this year? Salad, tomatoes and radishes are just as 
happy in a basket than in a bed! 

I wanted to start the project because after living in Oxbridge for 10 years, I wanted us 
to be able to focus on something positive in the area, instead of moaning about the 
litter, not having a garden as such or living on a main road. When I walk down the 
street towards the park, and a house has a hanging basket outside, it makes me smile. 
Often, people’s first foray into gardening is through a pot or basket outside their 
house. I wondered if more people had baskets outside their houses, they would swap 
ideas, help to water each other’s and keep an eye on them. I hope that this may go 
some way towards bringing our community together. 

Volunteers Needed 
We need your help! Do you know how to plant up a basket? Could you help deliver 
leaflets and collect entries on your street? If you’ve got an idea which could encourage 
residents to take part, or could help on a “planting up” session, then please contact 
me. Thank you. 
 
 Anne Day 

What’s On 
 

Craft Sessions: 
Wednesday 23rd March 

Monday 11th April 
Tuesday 17th May 

Wednesday 22nd June 
 

All 9.30-11.00am 
 

Easter Fair  
Sunday 17th April 2.00pm– 4.00pm in the park 

 

Royal British Legion Day  
Saturday 12th June  

 
If you would like to help or know more about any of these events please contact the café in the 

park on 01642 633767. 

Bring on the Bandstand 
 

In recent years we have been royally entertained on Sunday afternoons in 
Ropner Park. 
 
Bookings for 2011 promise to follow this fine tradition. There`ll be brass bands, 
country and western, jazz , fiddles, guitars, voices......a wonderful variety! 
 
So stroll by, then stop a while and listen. Or, sit yourselves down with a cup of 
something from the cafe and enjoy an hour or so of first rate old-fashioned 
entertainment. 
 
Margaret Eglington 
 

Bandstand concerts begin on Sunday June 5th from 2-4 pm. 



From One Park to Another con’t 

One of the highlights of the year was St Annes Charity Carnival. It’s still going, as far as I know! 

There were always a vast array of floats from all sorts of organisations: businesses, hotels, 

churches and voluntary groups all took part. This also included a number of rose and gala queens 

with their retinues and floats. I loved to see their pretty dresses, sitting and waving on the floats. 

So I was pleasantly surprised when I was asked to be St Anne's Carnival Queen in 1992. The 

crowning took place (in the rain) in Ashton Gardens.  The picture below shows the queens in the 

gardens the following year, when the sun did shine and we didn’t need any umbrellas! 

My parents left St Annes for the Isle of Wight in 2008, and since we have no other family or 

friends there any more, I haven’t been back to the town or Ashton Gardens. The last time I visited 

the gardens, the cafe had closed, the playground was in need of updating and renovation and the 

gardens looked (as many parks still do) a bit shabby. It made me feel sad that Ashton had been 

neglected and perhaps not recognised to have much value by the local council. It also made me 

realise how fortunate I am to live where the local park is so highly thought of by local residents 

and by the local authority. 

When I started to write this article, I thought that the Garden’s decline had continued, however, I 

was encouraged to find out that recently the rose garden has had a face lift and also there is now 

a new pavilion cafe! It’s a relief to know that somewhere which is very special to me is being 

preserved. I now see how long standing residents in Stockton are able to be so enthusiastic about 

Ropner Park and passionate about its restoration and state of affairs.   

Here in Stockton, we have more in common with gardens and parks like Ashton Gardens than 

you think. Both given to the people of the town by rich land owners, both build round the Victo-

rian period, both have a rich heritage and a special place in people’s hearts. I hope that through 

our experiences we may encourage others to keep these special places alive so that future gen-

erations can enjoy them.         Anne Day 

The Gala Queens: 
(from left to right) 
 
Church Rd Methodist, 
The Carnival Queen 
Elect, The retiring 
Carnival Queen (me!), 
St Margaret’s Catholic 
Church, St John’s 
Ambulance 

After 

Diseased Trees 
Sadly some well established trees have had to be felled because of disease. There are 
now large gaps around the lake but out of what at first seemed to be a great disaster, 
we are hoping to turn our original disappointment into something positive for Stockton 
residents. 
 
FoRP have managed to salvage some of the felled wood and have been in touch with 
Cleveland College of Art and Design with a view to producing some appropriate carv-
ings from the Ropner Park wood. This will take time but it could be interesting. 
 
Unfortunately the spaces will remain during the summer months, but the council in-
tends to prepare the ground for new trees to be planted next winter (more information 
can be found in the Park News article). Our intention at the moment is to involve local 
schools but it does occur to me that other organisations or families may wish to con-
tribute and watch their own tree as it grows. Please let us know if you are interested... 
an Scrafton 

 
Sensory Garden 
Our attempt last year to recreate the rose garden in Ropner Park was unfortunately in 
the wrong place and not really suitable for what we had in mind. We have not however 
given up on the idea. 
 
Recent meetings with council staff have been very promising and although we will need 
to start in a small area, we are optimistic that we will this year find a better site which 
we can develop over the years. 

 

Before After 



From one Park to Another 
 
As many of you know, I am not local to Stockton. Many people have had fun trying to 
work out from my accent where I actually originate from. Though I moved around a bit 
in my twenties, spending time in Norwich and Reading, I my time as a child was spent  
in St. Annes, Lancashire, near to Blackpool. The area I come from, Fylde is famous for 
Les Dawson, the Royal Lytham and St. Annes Golf club and has more rest homes than 
you can shake a stick at! Growing up there was quite a pleasant and sheltered experi-
ence.  
 
My parents bought our house 
when I was one, and my older 
brothers and I enjoyed the fact 
that the sea front, pitch and 
put and miniature railway were 
only ten minutes walk away. 
The local park, Ashton Gardens 
was even closer: straight down 
our road, over the railway 
bridge and down Garden 
Street. Like Ropner, the park 
had a playground (complete 
with giant spider climbing 
frame), a large duck pond, play-
ing fields, bowling green and 
ornamental gardens.  
 
 

Part of the waterfall in the duck pond 

The Cenotaph in the middle of the park 
Photograph courtesy of Michael Holdsworth  

The “rustic” bridge 

My favourite part of the park as a child would have to be the duck pond - a bit more grand 
than Ropner, complete with “troll bridge”, fountain  and ornamental water falls. My 
memories are of my Granddad taking me for a walk round the pond while we fed  the 
ducks and saw their baby  ducklings in the spring time. We also spent a lot of time in the 
play ground. The slide was lethal; much higher than the slides they build these days, and 
no soft landing if you went too fast and fell off the end! 
 

As a teenager, Ashton Gardens was the place we went to hang out with our mates, or play 
football with friends. I do remember there being tennis courts there as well, but I was 
never very good, so probably spent most of my time messing around on the swings or 
playing wide games.  

 

Later on, when I returned as a student for holi-

days, I’d normally end up going for a wander 

through the park to look at the floral displays 

and try and work out what had changed. I be-

came particularly fond of a plaque in the rose 

garden, which reminded me that being around 

nature and gardens was something to be sa-

voured. The lily pond where it was laid was 

always in a bit of a state. Whenever I went 

there, I hoped that the pond would one day be 

restored.  

Recently, I found this picture of what the rose 

garden looked like in its hay day, and as you 

can see, complete with nymph on a plinth, it 

looks quite grand!             Continued on next page... 

The stone in the rose 
garden reads: 
 
“The kiss of the sun for 
pardon, the song of the 
birds for mirth; you are 
nearer God’s heart in a 
garden, than anywhere 
else on earth.” 
 
Taken from the poem by  
Dorothy Frances Gur-
ney: “God’s Garden”  

Photograph courtesy of Linda Hoey 


