
Website 
www.forp.org.uk 

 
Our website continues to expand. We include photographs of all of our 
events as well as some of the magnificent displays in Ropner Park. If you 
would like to include interesting items or photographs, please contact us. 

 

Board Members 
The board of Friends of Ropner Park is currently: 
Chair    Brian Scrafton 
Vice Chair   Anne Day 
Secretary   Gill Sowerby 
Treasurer  June Robertson Whyte 
Trustee    Vicky Nicholson 
Trustee   Barbara Gill  

 
If you think you have a bit of time, a lot of enthusiasm and would like to have a 
say in how FoRP is run, why not think about becoming a trustee. More hands 
make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your 
community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a board member for 
more information. 

 

Friends of Ropner Park Limited 
PO Box 611 Stockton on Tees TS18 4WZ 
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Charity No: 1125093 
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Sir John Ropner   

Chairman`s Ramble  
 
Welcome to the board. 
I am pleased to report that after my first year in office FoRP is moving forward on a number of 
fronts. Firstly Barbara Gill has joined the board bringing her own brand of enthusiasm and work 
ethics. Barbara`s knowledge of the park includes not only her own experiences but also those of 
her grandfather who actually worked on the park gardens. Many of you will already know Bar-
bara because of her involvement with Vicki Nicholson in organising our events. 
 
Sir John Ropner 
Sir John Ropner is our patron although the connection in recent years has been rather remote. I 
was delighted to invite Sir John to tour the park with me early in October and to enjoy a coffee in 
the cafe. He has responded by writing some words for our newsletter and offering a concession 
to FoRP members at the Thorp Perrow Arboretum.  
 
Finance. 
The really important good news is that we managed to overcome a loss of £5,000 last year and 
make a profit for the financial year 2009-2010. Considering our turnover of more than £100,000 
p.a. the margin was small, but nevertheless this was a step in the right direction. The general 
tightening of belts throughout the whole country and the unreliable weather is having its  affect 
on us so that this year our income is falling back slightly compared with last year.  
We are working hard to control our expenditure on all fronts. The efforts of our 
volunteers are invaluable and have literally made the difference between a black 
and a red bank account. Despite the difficulties I would hope that we would break 
even this year (he writes with fingers crossed). 
 
Membership. 
FoRP was formed in 2002 on a wave of enthusiasm and began with a buoyant 
membership. Inevitably people lose interest but we are encouraged by the fact 
that in the last year we have lost very few members and have also gained some new ones. Our 
membership now stands at 151. June and Anne have worked hard to bring the list up to date and 
it is now in a much more FoRP friendly form. If there is anyone who would like to obtain informa-
tion by Email, please let us know. Likewise, if there are members who would like to boost their 
fees using gift aid, obviously we would like to be informed. 
 

Continued on next page... 
 
 



Chairmanõs Ramble Continued.... 
 
Music. 
Margaret Eglington has done amazing work in producing a complete summer programme of 
Sunday concerts on a very limited budget. We applied for a grant which would have helped 
us to fund the concerts for the next two years.  Unfortunately our application has been re-
jected. We are following other funding avenues but any ideas for grants or sponsorship 
would be welcomed. 
 
Cafe. 
As can be gathered from my previous comments, although we have made a small profit and 
we receive many compliments about the service and quality of the food, trading is still diffi-
cult. Ruth Ross, our cafe manager continues to provide new ideas, hunt for the cheapest 
prices and train the other staff to her high standards. The staff deserve our thanks for a job 
well done and for enduring the shorter hours that are forced upon us during the winter 
months. 
 
Other activities. 
Our Easter Fair was a great success and we also held a nature ramble led by the park ranger 
/ƻƭƛƴ tƻǿƭŜǎΦ {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴŜǊ [ƛǾƛƴƎέ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ wƻǇƴŜǊ tŀǊƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
of the works being carried out at Preston Park. FoRP members have carried out 
άDǊŜŜƴǎǘŀǘέǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘ όƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΚύ 
to gather statistics. We have also been on hand for the judging of Northumbria in Bloom 
(Ropner Park won a gold award and the best park award) the green flag awards and the 
Entente Cordiale judging. We introduced a hanging basket competition this year and at-
tempted a start at a sensory garden. We now have an established craft group who not only 
enjoy themselves but make attractive items for sale at our events. More about these new 
ventures on other pages. 
 
Stockton Council. 
Our collegues at SBC are prepared to help when needed. We now have contacts with many 
of the council`s officials and have established good working relationships. If we can con-
tinue to progress along these lines it is clear that this symbiotic partnership will benefit both 
the council and FoRP. 
 
Conclusion. 
A year ago the main objective was survival. We have achieved stability in 2010 and also 
expanded our activities in a number of ways. However we could always do with more volun-
teers to help and to bring new ideas. I find that word of mouth is the best method of com-
munication so I would ask our members to spread the word that FoRP is an organisation 
that is worth joining and becoming involved in. 

 

Brian Scrafton 

Bitts and Other Pieces  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ άŀǊǘǿƻǊƪέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ōƛǘǘǎ 
from the deck  of a ship from the com-
pany of R.Ropner and Co. Mooring ropes 
were attached to it keeping the boat sta-
ble after docking. 
 
Four such pieces have been placed in the 
park following a comment from the Green 
Flag judges that more emphasis could be 
made of the park`s nautical heritage. Look 
for the names of the ships carved on the 
metal. 
 

These artworks arrived unannounced earlier this year and provoked  many comments 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΚέ 9ȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǘƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ tǳȊȊƭŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘΗ 

Words from Sir John Ropner  
 

Earlier this week I had the great pleasure of meeting Brian in Ropner park. I am 
ashamed to say that I had not been to the park for several years and what a transforma-
tion. I had memories of an overgrown boundary hedge, the fountain not working, an 
empty lake, and a band stand with an air of neglect---all in all a pretty miserable state!! 

 
But now, even at this time of year, it was all looking neat and tidy and the visitors were 
all obviously thoroughly enjoying themselves. 

 
From talking with Brian it was very obvious the Friends of Ropner Park play an increas-
ingly important role in ensuring that sufficient funds are raised to pay for the artists 
who play at the concerts and who provide entertainment at other events, thus encour-
aging members of the public to come and enjoy the Park. My great grandfather would 
have been very grateful for all your efforts, and I am too. 

 
I own and administer the Thorp Perrow Arboretum (www.thorpperrow.com) and would 
love to see any of you that wanted to come and visit. As an incentive I will tell my Tea 
Room staff to allow Friends in at the concessionary rate of £5.30---just produce a copy 
of this Newsletter! 

 
Congratulations to you all, but especially to those who work so tirelessly behind the 
scenes. 
My best wishes, 
 Sir John Ropner 

http://www.thorpperrow.com


Bandstand Music  
 
Well, our music in the park season is at an end for this year. 
We`ve been soulful with Sinatra, joyful with jazz and dreaming with 
dance tunes. 
 
We`ve heard fantastic fiddling, super strumming on guitar and ukulele 
and maybe best of all we`ve oompah-pahed to the traditional bands tak-
ing us back to the good old days in our beloved park. 
 
Every kind of beautiful sound has blessed our Sundays. Thank you to all 
who gave us such pleasure. 
 
2011...bring it on! 
Margaret Eglington  

If you have any suggestions of groups or individuals who you think would make good 

entertainment on a Sunday, please get in contact. (Details on the back page)  

  

A Charity Christmas PartyA Charity Christmas Party  
Proceeds to go to Friends of Ropner Park 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stockton Cricket ClubStockton Cricket Club  

          FFRIDAYRIDAY  1717THTH  DDECEMBERECEMBER    

77--30 30 PP..MM..  

  

TTICKETSICKETS  £7.00£7.00  
AAVAILABLEVAILABLE  FROMFROM  RROPNEROPNER  PPARKARK  CCAFEAFE  

 
Live music by the Bonzo Dog Ends  

who performed in August on the big stage at the  
Stockton Riverside Festival 

 

Includes buffet meal & raffle 
 

Image: maple / FreeDigitalPhotos.net  



Senses and Sensibility:  
The Sensory Garden  
 
The previous article about the sensory garden mentioned forward planning, 
and the first year being very much on a trial basis.  Now that we have seen the 
conditions and stress that the plants were under, because of being in full 
sunlight in the bandstand, we are in negotiations with the council and garden-
ers to move the sensory garden.  The bandstand looked lovely when planted 
ǳǇΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
need to be in a more sheltered site to give us a broader range of plants to work 
with. 
 
Although it may not be possible to have the raised beds that often form the 
basis of a sensory garden, we will still try to re-site it with perhaps a seating 

area and pathways through and into it, so people can 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ 
now at the bandstand. 
 
The summer bedding scheme worked well, most of it 
was red, white and blue, which are of course the col-
ours of the bandstand, and the planted red and white 

cross of St George echoed the 70 year anniversary of the RAF, which was ongo-
ing at the same time.  We will always try to do the same, with sympathetic 
planting, and plants that will reflect a theme ongoing in the park. 
 
The gardeners in the park were exceptionally helpful to all the Friends who 
helped in setting up the bandstand, and we know this will continue.  The park 
has of course recently won some prestigious awards, and the Friends will of 
course do our utmost to carry on the high standards set by all the staff in-
volved in the planting and maintenance of the park. The people we worked 
with were generous with their plants, time, and expertise, so our grateful 
thanks go to them. 
 
So the trial basis is continuing, with potentially a new site being agreed for the 
sensory garden. We will of course keep you all informed of progress by way of 
the newsletter.  Watch this space!  
 
Pauline Percival 
Photograph courtesy of Mark Fletcher 



Halloween Fair: 17th October  

The fair was well supported by local residents and with the weather being so good, we 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŘŀȅΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Cƻwt ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛǘŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƎƻǳƭǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻŎƛǘȅ 

we raised over £400 which will go towards future events and band concerts.  

The Ranger Reports...  

 
Success 
Representatives of the European Association for Flowers and Landscape visited Stock-
ton On Tees on 7th August 2010 as part of the Entente Florale competition.  The inspec-
tion of Ropner Park played a vital role in this and the feedback from the twelve judges 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƛǎ άŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇŀǊƪέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ 
includes: quality of landscape and vegetation; quality of natural and built environ-
ments; education and schools; attractiveness and presentation.  Overall Stockton On 
Tees secured a Gold Award which was a tremendous success.  
 
Ropner Park was also recognised at the Northumbria in Bloom Awards for 2010 as be-
ing the Ψ.Ŝǎǘ tŀǊƪΩ in the Northumbria Region, which includes some stiff competition 
from other similar parks throughout the region.  
 
Once again, Ropner Park has also secured the prestigious Green Flag Award for another 
year which is awarded by the Keep Britain Tidy Group for a range of criteria including 
cleanliness, security and conservation. The judging report also described the site as a 
άǘǊǳƭȅ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴέΦ 
 
Sculptures 
Another recent addition to the park has been the four sculptures celebrating the nauti-
cal heritage of Ropner Park.  Robert Ropner originally donated the land that is now 
Ropner Park for the people of Stockton to enjoy as a park from his estate, generated 
through his shipping fleet.  The pieces include a roller fairlead (beside the lake), a pa-
nama fairlead (wildflower meadow), a set of bitts (lake) and a deck hatch (beside the 
pavilion café) and all would be easily recognisable by anyone that has worked on board 
a ship. The etchings of the sculptures are all names of ships from the original Ropner 
fleet and further information is on a panel beside each sculpture.  Funding for this pro-
ject came from the Playing Out initiative, which encourages people to get out and have 
ŀ ΨƘŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ   
 
Blue Green Algae 
Visitors to Ropner may have also noticed that the aeration system on the lake has been 
running constantly over recent weeks.  This is due to the unexpected build up of algae 
in the lake and visitors have been advised to keep dogs and children under close con-
trol as it could be harmful if consumed.  The algae has been identified as Aphanizome-
non flos-aquae and Microcystis by the Environment Agency, who are monitoring the 
situation on a weekly basis, although the colder weather is likely to cause it to die off 
naturally.  The cause of the algae build up is unknown, although high nutrient levels in 
the water are likely to be a factor.  



And our 
survey 

said... 

Volunteers from the Friends of Ropner Park have also recently been working in 

partnership with Stockton Borough Council in surveying both visitor numbers to 

the park and their opinion of it.  The Greenstat surveys are organised nationally 

by the charity Greenspace and can be used to not only monitor who visits a site, 

when they visit and how ς but also to be able to compare similar parks together 

from different parts of the country or even all the parks within an area.   

 

wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ wƻǇƴŜǊ tŀǊƪ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 

110,000 visitors per year and evidence from the on going survey indicates that 

this figure will rise this year.  The data also demonstrates that there is a steady 

flow of visitors although there is a peak in numbers around lunchtime during 

weekdays, with an overall average of around 40 people in the park per hour dur-

ing the hours of daylight throughout the year. There are more than double the 

daily rate of visitors in summer compared to winter - with 616 / 541 visitors on a 

summer weekday / weekend day and 174 / 200 for the winter. 

 

Other statistic show that : 

49% of people walk to the park, 1.5% cycle, 48% by motor car and 1.5% by 

bus. 

During a visit 75% of people stay between 30 minutes and an hour and 25 

% of people stay 1-2 hours. 

82% of these visitors take less than 15 minutes to travel to the park. 

28.5% are between 20-40 years old, 38% are 40-60 and 32% are over 60 

years old. 

59.3% of visitors are female and 40.7 % of visitors are male. 

89.9% live within Stockton Borough. 

The top 5 activities are to get some fresh air (62%), go for a walk (49.6%), 

visit the play area (39.2%), enjoy the beauty of the surroundings (38%) 

and walk the dog (33.5%). 

  

 

 

Competition entries: Looking lovely 

The deputy mayor presents Katharyn  Pelici  
with her first prize  

The prize winners: (left to right) Judith Dins-
dale, Katharyn Pelici, Bredna Knox  

1st Prize 2nd Prize 

3rd Prize 


