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Our website continues to expand. We include photographs of all of our Sir Joa

events as well as some of the magnificent displays in Ropner Park. If you
would like to include interesting items or photographs, please contact us.

Overview

Since putting our last newsletter to bed we have held our Christmas fair, enjoyed a
Christmas party at Stockton Cricket Club and have put in a lot of background work pre-
paring for the coming spring and summer. The craft group is meeting regularly
throughout the year. Dates are included inside.

The board of Friends of Ropner Park is currently:

Chair Brian Scrafton
. . Fund Raising

Vice Chall’ Anne Day | suspect that many voluntary organisations such as ours are finding it difficult to raise

Secretary GI” Sowerby finance in the current financial climate. As well as subscriptions from our members, we
have relied on income from coffee mornings and events. Our main expenditure on the

Treasurer June Robertson Whyte voluntary side is in paying for the summer band concerts.

Trustee VICky NIChOlSOﬂ Our coffee mornings in the Parish Church Hall have been very successful in the past but

Trustee Barbara Gill gradually they have produced diminishing returns. We have decided that the coffee

morning on Sat March"s will be the last one. The craft group will continue to make

and sell their goods while other ideas are also being considered. A new innovation was
If you think you have a bit of time, a lot of enthusiasm and would like to have a our Christmas party at Stockton Cricket club which raised over £700.
say in how FORP is run, why not think about becoming a trustee. More hands

make light work, and you never know, if you want to make a difference in your Cafe

community, this might be the way to do it. Please speak to a board member for
more information.
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Trading in the cafe has also been very difficult this year. Month for month our income
has been down on the previous year. It will be a close call, but despite reduced income
in this financial year, we hope to be near break even point at the year end.

Since my appointment as chairman in 2009, we have been fortunate that our staff have
been very loyal. However it is not surprising that our younger workers have found
themselves jobs offering more hours, while our older employees (from the original
volunteers) are reducing their commitment. Thank you all wholeheartedly for the
pleasant and efficient service that you have provided. | would like to take this opportu-
nity to welcome the new members of staff.

Continued on next page...



Music sponsoring

Our attempts to obtain grants to support our music programme are proving very diffi-
cult in an extremely competitive field. Another possible way to fund some of the con-
certs would be through sponsoring. We have already approached a number of organi-
sations but this approach is in its infancy. Can anyone help us to further this idea?

Events.
Thanks to Barbara, Vicki and our volunteers we will be holding our three events as
usual this year.

Anne is organising the hanging basket project in Oxbridge. This is its second year. We
felt that a number of people were put off by the fact that it was labelled as a competi-
tion last year so in 2011 we will simply encourage people to make their frontages as
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of the park to participate.

A further event will be held by the British Legion on Sunday Jui¢ol@mmemorate
their 90th. anniversary.
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representatives involved in an advisory capacity. Parkrun gives people the opportunity
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Park in Middlesbrough every Saturday morning. It is possible we might be able to start
one in Ropner Park, although this could require a number of volunteers. Any offers?

Finance

It's always difficult to determine the true state of the finances until after the accounts
have been audited. To make matters more easily understood we are arranging sepa-
rate accounts for the volunteer work and for the cafe. Our treasurer June Whyte, as
always, guards every penny as though her life depended on it. She will be presenting
these new accounts at the A.G.M. in June.

Conclusion
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with new ideas, photographs and observations, all of which are acted upon. The FORP
programme for 2011 is being planned and we try to raise money wherever we can. It is
busy, but very rewarding. The work of FORP does receive many favourable comments
although we have to point out that we are not responsible for the flowerbeds! Thanks
must go to the Council gardeners for producing such magnificent displays.

Brian Scrafton

Friends of Ropner Park
and

Stocktoncon- Tees Borough Council
,;'_)2))

B HaMg Baskets ifgere=
Oxbridge and Hartburn
Hanging Basket Project

2011

Do something positive in your community
Make your area a prettier place!
Help your community win Britain§in Bloo

So go on, have a go!

Register your
entry by Friday
3rd June.

Watch out for the
park workshops Make your neighbourhood a

to help you put
//'G -

your basket to-

gether! !



http://www.stockton.gov.uk/

Craft in the Park
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which take place in the park café on a monthly basis on various days. We
meet from 9.30 for a couple of hours. The idea is that we pool ideas and
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used to fund the entertainment provided in the Park during the summer )
months. Sunday 17th April 2011

2.00-4.00pm
Our get togethers are lively and fun with a great deal of laughter! We all Featuring
have different skills and there is always something you can help with )
although | have to say that my attempt at making birds from plastic eggs Music from the BandStand!
was a total disaster!! We have knitted, sewed, glued and cut and had a
great time along the way! Coffee and scones are an important part of Easter Bonnet Parade
the morning as is chatting to members of the park who come in to the . ~
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is a great encouragement. | have made new friends and learned many Homemade CakeS and Cra.ftl

new skills as well as being involved in promoting our wonderful park. All
levels of skill are welcome so | would urge you to come along and see Go CartS!

what you think. The dates of the next sessions are:
- Raffle and Tombola!

Wednesday 2% March :
Morris Dancers!

Monday 11" April
Tuesday 1% May
Wednesday 22nd June

All 9.3011.00am

Bernice Turnbull

Craft stall at the Christmas Fair
Anyone interested in joining us will be made very welcome. You can
contact either Vicki Nicholson on 01642 648914 or Barbara Gill on 01642
616854 for further information.



Let it Snow

On Sunday, 19 December we held our annual Christmas Fair. In-zerb tempera-
tures, plenty of snow and bright sunshine, it looked the perfect picture postcard scene.
The gazebos were decorated with seasonal garlands of holly and evergreens and with
Christmas bunting, all made by members of the craft group. The Old Glory Jazz Bant
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one joined in with the singing of carols.

The stallholders did a sterling job working for over two hours with frozen fingers serv-
ing our own FORP crafts, home baked produce and traditional mulled fruit punch. Even
Father Christmas managed to delight the children by getting there on foot.

With all our events we try to reach families, visitors to the park, and our regular dog
walkers and café users. Our aims are to raise money, raise awareness of the Friends ¢
Ropner Park and for people to enjoy themselves. At the moment all the money we raise
from such events goes towards providing Music in the Park during the summer months.
| believe we are one of the only parks in the area to provide such regular band concerts.
These give a great deal of pleasure to regular park users and visitors.

At our Christmas Fair we raised over £400 which was remarkably good considering the
weather that day.

All future events, including our coffee mornings are now posted in the FORP notice
board at the side of the Pavilion café and on our website at www.forp.org.uk..

Vicki Nicholson
L/t up by the oDog Endso

2KSy L 0221SR {20102y / NARO{SG /fdzm F2N
was a recipe for disaster. After | had booked the Bonzo Dog Ends to provide live music,
without even having heard them play, they were ready to send for the doctor. ...But
didn’t it turn out well.
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perform regularly at our Sunday afternoon concerts and who have helped us out on
many occasions, often without charging a fee.
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buffet, prepared by my wife Carol and Ruth, with help from the cafe staff and family,
was an outstanding success. The raffle, all of the prizes being donated, brought in more
money, so that at the end of the day we made a profit of more that £700 and what's
more, everyone seemed to enjoy it.
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have booked the hall and spoken to the band. Put the date in your diartgaturday
10". December. Brian Scrafton




